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This month The DOOR celebrates its 1 00th issue. See ‘Behind the DOOR’ on page 10 

Is the Church our 
best kept secret? 


M any more people claim to be mem- 
bers of the Church of England than 
actually attend church regularly. A 
Gallup poll showed that over 56% of the pop- 
ulation claim allegiance to the Church of 
England. So the Diocese has decided to find 
out what can be done to encourage them to 
attend worship more frequently. An indepen- 
dent market research consultant has been 
commissioned to discover some of the things 
that discourage people from attending 
church, and reveal things that they can do to 
increase their membership 

Awareness of what puts 
people off church 

Judy Bartkowiak, who is herself a Christian, 
has already completed preliminary research 
among local clergy. Her findings reveal that 
the clergy are aware of some things that can 
put people off, but the research will go deep- 
er and help the Church understand how to 
attract more people. 

‘Clergy worry about people being intimi- 
dated by the church, but we do need these 
beautiful old buildings,* said Judy. ‘Maybe 
the focus should be on having the church as 
part of the community, open all the time and 
offering during the day whatever God’s peo- 
ple need,’ she said. ‘We have to ask, is the 
Church our best kept secret?’ 

One thousand street interviews 
will take place in March 

One thousand street interviews will take place 
in March in the three counties of the Diocese 
and the results will be published in May. 
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One of the ways the Church has reached out to non-church- 
goers has been through the use of advertising. 'It is often the 
most controversial campaigns that are most effective/ says the 
Revd Richard Thomas, Oxford Diocesan Communications 
Officer. This year’s Easter campaign from the Churches 
Advertising Network has already attracted worldwide publicity 
with its ‘Che Guevara’ approach. 
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Why cover up in synthetics 
when nature welcomes you? 
All our duvet covers are pure 
natural cotton - this one hand 
painted batik in fresh yellow 
or blue. Come and see this 
and other craft made articles 
for the home at Outlet prices. 

one village 

On the A44 in Woodstock 


Welcome to the 

Canterbury and 
Mrs Carey, visiting 
the Diocese of 
Oxford this month 


The Bishop takes 
on Lords reform 

T he Bishop of Oxford, the Right Revd 

Richard Harries, is the only bishop in the 
distinguished list of 12 people appointed 
to the Government’s Royal Commission on the 
reform of the House of Lords. 

The Bishop, who is a member of the House 
of Lords himself, is Chairman of the Church of 
England’s Board of Social Responsibility. He is 
also a prolific writer and broadcaster whose 
interests range from art and Jewish Christian 
relations to ethics and arms control. Bishop 
Richard was described in The Times review of 
the Royal Commission’s members as ‘a 
leading liberal extremely bright and one of 
the most active senior churchmen. Likes a 
fight and can take on leading scientists and 
academics and beat them’. 

Distinguished local connections 

The Commission’s membership team also 
includes Lord Butler of Brockwell former 
Cabinet Secretary and now Master of 
University College, Oxford and Lord Hurd of 
Westwell, the former Conservative Foreign 
Secretary and local MP and two leading trade 
unionists. Baroness Dean of Thomton-le- 
Fylde and Bill Morris, General Secretary of 
the Transport and General Workers* union. 
The Chairman is Lord Wakeham, Chairman 
of the Press Complaints Commission. 

The House of Lords Bill, ending the auto- 
matic right of hereditary peers to sit and vote 
in the upper chamber, has already reached 
the committee stage. The Commission, which 
will make recommendations for the make-up 
and function of a future second House, has 
been asked to report by the end of the year. 

Its proposals will then be considered by a 
joining committee of both Houses. 

Legislation to set up a second chamber is 
expected to be passed by the next election. 
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Half the deaneries 
fail to take up 
funding earmarked 
for new projects 

n 1997 Diocesan Synod decided that a sum equiva- 
lent to 1% of the Diocesan Budget, just over 
£140,000, should be made available for Deanery 
Development Projects. All Deaneries, large or small, 
urban or rural, could apply for funding for any project 
which would help their work together, on an equal 
basis. Projects for youth work, evangelism, industrial 
mission and lending scripture resources to schools are 
among the successful applications to date. Nearly half 
the Deaneries in the Diocese have responded. Some 
projects are already up and running; others are com- 
ing on stream during 1999. But 16 Deaneries have not 
yet reached the starting gate. 

Still time to apply 

Some funding has been held back to enable the late- 
comers to take advantage of the scheme - but time is 
running out. ‘We are particularly concerned to give 
priority to Deaneries where parishes working together 
is not yet part of the culture’, said Canon Simon 
Brown, the Diocesan Consultant for the Development 
of Deaneries. ‘Clearly in these cases it will take time 
for the Parishes and the Deanery Synod to identify and 
plan their project, but we are now well over a year into 
the scheme which is planned to last for three years. 

‘Unless Deaneries are getting their plans together 
now they will miss this opportunity. I am always avail- 
able to go to any meeting in a Deanery to help. This 


Diocesan initiative came shortly after the National 
and Diocesan debates on Youth Work stimulated by 
the Youth A Part report. Not surprisingly a number of 
the initiatives, particularly those approved in April 
1998, have asked for support for Youth Work. A num- 
ber of Deaneries like Deddington, Bradfield and 
Oxford were already well on in their discussions when 
this offer of financial support enabled them to move 
proposals forward to appoint a youth worker. By con- 
trast Newbury sought support for an Ecumenical 
Youth Mission which took place in November 1998 and 
builds on the work with young people. In fact more 
than half the applications are youth-work related. 

Some imaginative schemes 

However Newport applied for funding for two sessions 
of clergy training; Mursley have just appointed a 
part-time Evangelism Advisor; Cowley and Oxford have 
joined together for an initiative in Industrial Mission, 
and Claydon have come up with an imaginative 
scheme to purchase scripture resource materials, 
extending to videos and artifacts, to be available on 
short or long-term loan to all schools in this very rural 
Deanery. Aston and Cuddesdon are supporting a num- 
ber of quite local initiatives across their widespread 
Deanery. Three Deaneries have been asked to develop 
the thinking around their proposals in rather more 
detail, and re-apply by the end of April 1999. 

1 999 dates to aim for 

For those Deaneries who have not already taken 
advantage of this scheme, April 30 and October 31 are 
the dates to aim for and applications should be sent to 
Rosemary Pearce, the Diocesan Secretary. They are 
then considered by a panel which includes the three 
Archdeacons, the Chairman of the Board of Finance 
and Canon Simon Brown. Any members of the panel, 
particularly Canon Simon Brown or the Archdeacons, 
will be delighted to discuss your ideas with you at any 
stage of their development. 

Simon Brown 


Winslow pioneers 
village church unity 

Buckinghamshire churches will 
be encouraged to offer an ‘ecu- 
menical welcome’ at a meeting 
to be held in Winslow this 
month. Churches Together in 
Buckinghamshire have carried 
out a survey of villages in the 
county and found that there 
are 110 villages with only a sin- 
gle place of worship. Most are 
Anglican churches (104), four 
are Methodist and two Baptist. 

Representatives fromthese 
churches have been invited to 
St Laurence Hall in Winslow on 
March 10 at 2pm when the Revd 
Flora Winfield of the Council 


for Christian Unity will explain 
how they can serve the whole 
of their local Christian commu- 
nities with a ‘Declaration of 
Ecumenical Welcome’. 

‘This will encourage even 
more people to play a part in 
their local church without in 
any way denying their member- 
ship of their own 
denominational church in a 
nearby town’, said Canon Derek 
Palmer, Buckinghamshire 
Ecumenical Officer. People in 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire who 
find themselves in the same 
position are invited to contact 
Derek Palmer on 01295 268201 
or the Revd Murdoch 
MacKenzie on 01908 311310. 


Any church which has had furniture or 
artifacts stolen since February I, 1999, 
should contact DC Steve Butler of 
Thames Valley Police on 01295 754579. 


CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD WINNERS 

The two winners of our Christmas 
Crossword Competition, whose correct 
entries were the first to be drawn are: Mr 
Clive Coulson of Bedgrove Park, Aylesbury 
and Mr D Burton of Witney. 
Congratulations to you both. You will each 
receive a copy of The New Lion 
Encyclopedia of the Bible, edited by John 
Drane (Lion Publishing, £25). 

Answers: Across 1. While. 4. Genuflect. 9. Trefoil. 
10. Leonie. 11. Hallow. 12. Irksome. 14. Duplicity. 16. 
Miss. 18. Dark. 19. Wenceslas. 22. Termini. 23. 
Screen. 26. Caddied. 27. Bynight. 28. Shepherds. 29. 
Their. Down: 1. Watched. 2. Ideal. 3. Economic. 4. 
Gold. 5.Nullifying. 6. Flocks. 7. Editorial. 8. Toeless. 
13. Viewfinder. 15. Partridge. 17. Beechnut. 18. 
Detects. 20. Senator. 21. Finish. 24. Eagle. 25. Ebbs. 
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Quaker Study Centre ^ 

One of iht Selly OaM Colleges - 

Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, 1046 Bristol Road, Birmingham B29 6LJ 
0121 472 5171 fax 0121 472 5173 

email: admissions@woodbrooke.org.uk www.woodbrooke.org.uk/woodbrooke 
This Quaker run centre welcomes people of any background. Community life includes twice-daily worship, meals 
and opportunities for interaction with people of many nations. Enquiries for sabbaticals or term-time study also 
welcomed (ecumenical/interfaith connections with the Selly Oak Colleges). Three week events can normally be 
attended for any one or two weeks. 

Contact Admission Office. 

1999 

March 

1- 19 Keeping a Spiritual Journal: a tool for personal growth - life circumstances, dreams & promptings, world & 
events. Pam Lunn 

6 Sharing our Lives, Sharing our Visions: Women’s Interfaith Day School: music, stores and meditation. Marion 
McNaughton and others. 

19- 21 Art and the Life of the Spirit: how do these interact in us. Poets, painters and composers, our own creativity. 
Chris Cook & Brenda Heales. 

April 

13-15 Being the Message: Thomas Kelly, man and mystic: life and writings of a twentieth century Quaker. 

Jo Farrow and David Saunders. 

May - June 

24- 11 Celtic Patterns: origins, ‘quiet’ week; the image of Lindisfarne. Chris Cook & Brenda Heales. 

23-25 You and the Quaker Way: what makes Quakerism Quaker? Ben Pink Dandelion , Harvey Gillman, & Julia 
Gordon. 

June - July 

28-2 Music and Life of the Spirit; easily accessible, participative week. David Saunders & John Sheldon. 

July 

2- 4 Meeting with Julian: exploring Julian of Norwich’s images and experience of God. Chris Cook & Brenda Heales. 

August 

11- 18 Shakespeare Summer School 

20- 24 A Meeting with Mark: Mark’s gospel as history, story, literature, theology, and for present-day discipleship. 
Janet Scott 

20-25 Retreat: T.S. Eliot and Meister Eckhart as focus. Christ Cook & Brenda Heales. 

26-30 Writing the Heart: journalling and calligraphy: Open to beginners & experienced journal lers & calligraphers 
alike. Chris Cook and Pam Lunn. 

September 

6-9 Practising Discernment; from the Quaker and Jesuit traditons. Gerald Hughes & Marion McNaughton. 

October - November 

25- 12 Pilgrim: Prayer and Meditation. Focussing on sacred places - mountains, desert, and sea Chris Cook & Brenda 
Heales 

31-5 Quiet Week: Reading, reflection, rest, optional daily Quaker worship and thoughts for the days’ session. 

November 

12- 14 Ecology & World Faiths. With Christians Aware 

December 

3- 5 Gifts: an Advent Retreat. Chris Cook & Brenda Heales. 
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AMMERDOWN 



and 


The Ammerdown Centre is set within the peace and tranquility of the Somerset 
countryside. It has an excellent reputation for good food and a friendly atmosphere that 
sets the scene for an enjoyable experience. 

Ammerdown offers a full programme of retreats, holidays, workshops, conferences 
and day/evening events. It provides excellent facilities for groups wishing to organise 
their own retreats, conferences and training free from the many interruptions of the 
workplace. Peace Cottage is available for groups wishing to self-eater. 

Among our courses are: Positive Ageing; Massage & Meditation; Holidays - Gardening, 
Historical, Crafts, Over 50’s; Women of the Bible; Jewish Christian Summer School; 
Colour Me Beautiful; Creative Writing; Gregorian Music for Everyone; Clowning; Poetry, 
Painting & Prayer; Circle Dance; Preached Retreat; Literature Summer School, Interfaith 
Summer School; Christ-centred Stress Management; Spiritual Directors Course; 
Individually Guided Retreats, Millennium Retreat and MUCH MORE! 

We also welcome individuals who wish to make a private stay and to have time and 
space for themselves. Spiritual direction and privately directed retreats available. 
So come and see Ammerdown for yourself! 


For further details and our full 1999 programme please send this completed slip to the 
address below (please write in block capitals): 


Name 

Address (including postcode) 


The Ammerdown Centre. Radstock, Bath, Somerset, BA3 5SW 
Tel: (01761) 433709 Fax: (01761) 433094 
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Schools Department 
comes under the 
microscope 

The Diocese’s Board of Eduction is to 
be inspected by an external review 
team just like the schools in its care. 
The Board itself requested the review 
and will be the first diocesan board 
of education to face such an inspec- 
tion. 

The Board saw a value in being pub- 
licly accountable since all the 
schools have been inspected in 
recent years and local education 
authorities are or will very shortly be 
inspected,’ said Canon Tony 
Williamson, Diocesan Director of 
Education (Schools) . 

The General Synod Board of 
Education’s General Secretary, 

Canon John Hall will be leading the 
review during the week of March 22, 
1999. His team will include Andrew 
Collier, previously Chief Education 
Officer for Lancashire, now Secretary 
of the Society of Education Officers 
and of Chief Education Officers, Mr. 
Don Denegri a recently retired HMI 
(School Inspector) and Alan Brown, 
Assistant Secretary of the General 
Synod Board of Education with 
responsibility for Religious 
Education. 

A second reason for the request was 
the number of major changes that 
have taken place, said Canon 
Williamson. ‘The Board’s role has 
developed significantly in recent 
years both in relation to the 279 
church schools with 47,000 pupils 
and to the nine Local Education 
Authorities which were previously 
three (Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire). Significant devel- 
opments have included extension of 
support from aided schools to all 
controlled schools; establishment of 
Oxford Diocesan Education Services 
Limited with a joint funding scheme 
Vhereby most schools contribute 
small amounts towards the Diocesan 
Board’s costs; changes in the opera- 
tion and funding of aided school 
building repairs and improvements, 
and contract provision of In-Service 
Training in Religious Education for 
Local Education Authorities, county 
and controlled schools’ he said. 

It is envisaged that summaries of the 
report will be sent to all members of 
Diocesan Synod, church schools and 
local education authorities. The full 
report will be available on request. 


Nightstop for young 
homeless in Banbury 

A scheme to provide emergency 
overnight accommodation for 
young people in Banbury should 
start this April. The Nightstop ini- 
tiative is being launched by the 
Banbury Young Homelessness 
Project (BYHP) co-ordinated by 
Jackie Atkins, who says that young 
people in urgent need have until 
now had to go to Oxford or stay on 
the streets. 

Training is currently being given to 
half a dozen volunteers who will 
provide an evening meal, bed and 
breakfast to young people on a ‘one 
night only’ basis. 

‘The volunteers will have 24-hour 
support when hosting a young per- 
son,’ said Jackie. ‘Equally, those in 
need of emergency accommodation 
will be screened to make sure that 
Nightstop is the appropriate 
response. For example, a young per- 
son with a drug or alcohol 
problem, or someone with a history 
of violence would not be eligible for 
this kind of help*. 

The Nightstop concept was pio- 
neered 11 years ago by churches in 
Leeds and came in the wake of the 
Church of England report Faith in 
the City. BYHP says there are now 
more than 30 Nightstop projects in 
England, and around 70% of volun- 
teer hosts are Christians. Details 
from Jackie Atkins: 01295 259442. 





These pupils from North Marston CE First School have every reason to look 
cheerful and so does their head teacher, Mrs Chrissie Beckett pictured with 
them. A small Church of England Controlled school near Buckingham with only 
50 pupils, North Marston has just received a glowing OFSTED report which 
describes their high standards in reading, writing, mathematics and science.The 
inspectors also mention the high quality teaching, management and leadership. 
In fact the report was so satisfactory that, unusually, there were no key issues for 
attention. ‘The school promotes its Christian status strongly and pupils have a 
very good understanding of the values and beliefs of Christianity,’ the report also 
says. St Mary’s C of E Aided School in Old Amersham has also received an excel- 
lent report from the OFSTED inspection team. It speaks of the school’s ‘culture 
of high achievement’ and, as in North Marston School, notes the significant 
Christian ethos and the close partnership with the parish church. 


School’s Christian values 
praised by OFSTED 


Igrimage against Poverty will pass through Oxford Diocese 
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570-mile pilgrimage from Iona to London 
is been organised by Church Action on 
verty to bring attention to its goal of eradi- 
ting poverty in the UK by the year 2020. 
ie Pilgrimage against Poverty starts on the 
le of Iona in Scotland on August 15 and 
rives in London on October 17, 1999 (the 
day for the eradication of poverty). 

The walkers will pass through the Oxford 
ocese in October with overnight stops in 
mbury (Oct 7), Bicester (Oct 8), Oxford (Oct 
& 10), Wallingford (Oct 11), Reading (Oct 
>), Twyford (Oct 13) and Slough (Oct 14). 


People are invited to join the walk for one or 
two Tegs’ of the journey, covering 15 miles a 
day. Accommodation in the Diocese is being 
arranged by our Board for Social 
Responsibility through local Churches 
Together groups, but the organisers are also 
looking for people who will meet the walkers 
as they arrive in their area and accompany 
them on their way for a few miles. Details of 
the exact route and times of arrival plus a 
Pilgrim’s Resource pack for anyone interested 
in joining the pilgrimage, are available from 
Church Action on Poverty on 0161 236 9321. 


news in brief 

Tearfund Sunday on March 7 will focus 
on AIDS in India. In Bombay alone, 
250,000 people are infected with HIV. 

The Interchurch families mid-Thames 
Group will meet on March 20 at Dorchester 
Rectory when the Revd Will Adam will talk 
about the assembly of the World Council of 
Churches which took place in Harare in 
December. Details 01865 340007. 

Issues Women Face, a seminar given by 
Dianne Parsons on behalf of Care for the 
Family, will be at the Town Hall, St 
Aldate’s, Oxford on March 15 at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £4 on 01222 810 800. 

Henley Deanery Synod has appointed Mary 
Weller to be their Deanery Social 
Responsibility Adviser - the first deanery to 
do so. Mary will help churches deal with 
social issues. 

St Thomas' Church, Holtspur is holding 
a hymn competition to use at its Golden 
Jubilee celebrations from July 11-18. 

The Bishop of Reading is to ordain the Revd 
David Collin, curate of Sonning, to the 
priesthood at St Andrew, Sonning on March 
17. And on March 25 he will ordain to the 
priesthood the Revd Sister Josie Midwinter 
(Church Army) at All Saints, Didcot. 

Watch the Bishop of Buckingham 
demonstrating his prowess as a televi- 
sion cook on Maundy Thursday! The 
Right Revd Mike Hill is taking part in 
BBC l’s Ready Steady, Cook programme 
when he will be competing against the 
Bishop of Dorking. The prize is £100 and 
if our man wins he intends to donate 
the money to the Children's Society. 

The former Archbishop of York, the Right 
Revd and Rt Hon Lord Habgood of Calverton 
is giving thel999 Bampton lectures on 
‘Varieties of Unbelief . On March 7, the sub- 
ject is ‘Explanation and Understanding*. 

The series continues on May 2, 9, 16 and 
June 6 and 13. All lectures start at 10am in 
the University Church of St Mary’s, Oxford. 

The new Bishop of Ebbsfleet will make 
his first official visit to Oxford on March 
30 when he presides at a Chrism Mass at 
St Barnabas Church. Details from Father 
Michael Wright on 01865 557530. 

Keston Institute’s founder, the Revd Canon 
Dr Michael Bourdeaux, has been awarded 
the Order of Grand Duke Gediminas for his 
work monitoring religious persecution dur- 
ing the Soviet occupation of Lithuania. 


LGCM:the listening process begins 

Diocesan Communications Officer, the Revd Richard Thomas, 
and the Archdeacon of Buckinghamshire, the Venerable David 
Goldie, represented the Diocese at ‘After Lambeth’, a day con- 
ference held last month in Derby to examine the needs of 
lesbian and gay Christians. 

The conference was set up in response to a commitment 
made by bishops at the Lambeth Conference last year to ‘Listen 
to the experience of lesbian and gay people’. The Lesbian and 
Gay Christian Movement (LGCM) acted swiftly in response, 
writes Richard Thomas , and established a specific ‘Anglican 
Forum’ to take forward the process of listening and to discuss 
the issues raised both at Lambeth and by the House of Bishop’s 
document Issues in Human Sexuality. 

The conference was attended by over 250 people, including 
12 bishops, but some participants said theological college stu- 
dents had been warned not to attend. The Bishop of Worcester, 
the Rt Revd Peter Selby, described the atmosphere of fear creat- 
ed by the Church as one of the most disturbing aspects of the 
conference. ‘It is deeply worrying that theological students are 
being told they cannot even discuss one of the most pressing 
issues of our generation’ he said. The creation of a specifically 
Anglican Forum for LGCM raises the possibility of an Oxford 
Diocesan branch of LGCM to take forward the programme of 
establishing ‘Welcoming Congregations’ for lesbian and gay 
people, said Richard Thomas. 

wo Davids become _ 

he Revd David Maclnnes, Recu . 

le Revd David Rossdale, Vicar of Cookham and Rural Dean of 
laidenhead, have been appointed Honorary Canons of Christ 
hurch Cathedral. Their installation will take place at 
vensong in the Cathedral on March 13 at 6pm. 

David Maclnnes was born in Jerusalem. He served a 
ommission in the Royal Horse Artillery before graduating 
rom Cambridge and becoming curate to a dockyard parish in 
lillingham. He eventually became Missioner to the Diocese of 
irmingham. Mission, especially to university students, has 
een a feature of his ministry at St Aldate’s since he became 
lector in 1987. David Rossdale is a member of both Diocesan 
ynod and the Bishop's Council and is chairman of the Review 
Iroup on Ministry in Reading. He is currently studying at the 
loehampton Institute for an MSc in Management and Ministry. 


Magdalen pupil wins 
Cranmer award 

Owen Curry, one of the 
Magdalen College School 
pupils who won the Diocesan 
heat of the Thomas Cranmer 
Awards last October, has gone 
on to take second prize in the 
national awards. Owen, 15, 
beat 23 other finalists. The 
winner was Lucy Atkinson 
from the Southwark Diocese. 


the City of London and 
ist PD James was one of the 
judges. Owen is pictured 
receiving his prize from Lord 
Hurd of Westwall. The former 
Foreign Secretary is a long- 
standing member of the 
Prayer Book Society. The 1999 
Diocesan heat will take place 
at St Edward’s School, Oxford 
on November 1. Entry details 
from John Mitchell, 6 The 
Chase, Tylers Green, High 
Wycombe HP10 8BA. 
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Come and enjoy a break at Lee Abbey set amongst 
some of the most spectacular North Devon scenery 
you could imagine. 


Holiday Breaks 
8-12 March 

Come and relax and let 
God refresh you 

6-12 April 

“Passion for His name” 
Post Easter break for 
families. 20% reduction for 
dergy and their families 


Retreats 

22-26 March ‘Lent Retreat’ 
26-28 March Come & See’ 

Conference Organisers 
L ee Abbey is ideal for your 
church conference or 
holiday. Phone us today for 
your FREE conference 
organisers pack and video. 


Call today for full details 

01598 752621 




Lee Abbey, Lynton, 

North Devon EX35 6JJ 
Reg.Charity No.227322 
E -mail: relax(« leeabbey.org.uk 
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Pictured i to r: Sue Scott, Head of RE at 
Larkmead Secondary School, Abingdon; 
Penny Faust, Chairwoman of the syllabus 
conference and representative of the 
Jewish community; Sylvia Hawken, Head 
of RE at Faringdon Secondary School; John 
Harwood, Chief Executive of OCC; Isobel 
Vale, RE Adviser; Stephen Cappleman, 
Quaker representative and Graham 
Badman , Chief Education Officer. 


Celebrating RE in 
Oxfordshire schools 

Oxfordshire is to have a new syllabus for its 
Religious Education. A group of teachers, advis- 
ers and members of faith communities, including 
the Church of England, have produced the new 
Agreed Syllabus over the past year. It will be the 
framework under which RE is taught in all 
Oxfordshire’s schools.The Syllabus was shown 
to County Councillors on February 4 with a 
special presentation of work from Oxfordshire's 
pupils. David Barton, Diocesan RE Adviser and 
member of the syllabus conference said: ‘Over 
the past few years, RE in Oxfordshire’s schools 
has significantly improved at all levels. Last year 
we had more RE candidates at GCSE and A 
level than in previous years. Teachers are to be 
congratulated. I hope this syllabus will further 
strengthen this progress’. 


Stoke Poges loses much loved pair 


The Revd Cyril Harris, one 
of the Diocese’s most 
colourful characters, has 
retired after 30 years as 
Vicar of Stoke Poges. ‘His 
sheer capacity for hard 
work, his pastoral ability, 
foresight and compassion 
for his flock made an 
immense impact on the vil- 
lage,’ writes Jennifer Irvine 
on behalf of the communi- 
cation group. Cyril was also 
the Honorary Chaplain to 
the 4th Prince of Wales 
Own Gurkha Rifles 
Officers Association, 


Chaplain at Wexham Park 
Hospital, a magistrate 
and a talented artist. His 
wife Heather is a former 
chairman of the Bucks 
Archdeaconry Mothers’ 
Union, a founder mem- 
ber of the Media 
Awareness Group and a 
‘friend, junior church 
teacher, confidante and 
wise counsellor to many’. 
‘They will be greatly 
missed but leave behind 
wonderful marks of 
Christian ministry* 
Jennifer Irvine says. 


Millennium service 

A short ‘non-threatening’ ser- 
vice for those interested in 
finding out about Christianity 
and the real meaning of the 
Millennium is to be held each 
month at the Church of St 
Mary Magdalen, Tilehurst near 
Reading. The half hour service 
at 3.45pm every third Sunday 
of the month, will include 
prayers, well-known hymns 
and a talk which will answer 
basic questions about the 
Christian faith. The aim is to 
draw in people who might feel 
uncomfortable about attend- 
ing regular church services. 


Clergy and lay appointments 

Revd John Bailey, Assistant Curate, Purley, to be Rector of 
Nettlebed with Bix and Highmoor; Revd Steve Barnes to 
be Chaplain of Willen Hospice, Milton Keynes; Revd Sue 
Booys. Assistant Curate, Kidlington to be Team Vicar, 
Dorchester Team Ministry (Warborough, Newington, 
Stadhampton with Chiselhampton); Revd Bill Carpenter. 
Vicar of St Andrew’s, Caversham to retire end October; 
Revd Richard Cattley, Vicar of St Barnabas. Dulwich, 
Southwark Diocese to be Vicar of Christ the 
Cornerstone. Milton Keynes; Revd Christopher Clarke. 
Priest-in-charge of St Andrew’s, Sonning to be Vicar; 
Revd Christopher Smith, Curate SS Peter and Paul, 
Wantage to be Domestic Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Horsham, Chichester Diocese; Revd Gregory difton- 
Smith, Assistant Chaplain, Royal Berks and Battle 
Hospitals NHS Trust to be Senior Chaplain Isle of Wight 
NHS, Portsmouth Diocese; Revd Jean Coates, Team 
Curate, Wallingford Team Ministry to be Priest-in-charge 
Broadmayne, Owermoigne, Warmwell, Holworth and 
West Knighton and Rural Officer for Dorset. Salisbury 
Diocese; Revd John Cooper. NSM St Mary the Virgin, 
Burghfield to be Priest-in-charge Wootton and Dry 
Sandford; Revd Brian Cunningham. Assistant Priest in 
Kennington, Southwark Diocese to be Chaplain, 


Pangboume College; Revd Neil Davies. Priest-in-charge, St 
Luke w St Bartholomew, Reading has resigned; Revd 
Timothy Davis. Associate Vicar, St Paul’s Salisbury to be 
Team Vicar, Christ Church, Abingdon; Revd Eric Gutsell, 
NSM St Andrew’s, Shrivenham, to be Assistant Chaplain, 
HMP Wormwood Scrubs; Revd Sonia Hall, Curate of St 
Mary the Virgin. Buckland has resigned; Revd Stuart 
Harris died on January 25 1999; Revd Philip Marsh, per- 
mission to officiate, to be Chaplain of Lancing College, 
Chichester Diocese; Revd Kevin O’Donnell, permission to 
officiate in the Oxford Diocese and Chaplain at 
Heathfield School, Ascot to be Rector, West Chilsington, 
Chichester Diocese; Revd Simon Ponsonby. Assistant 
Curate. Thorpe Edge, Bradford Diocese to be Pastorate 
Chaplain. St Aldate’s, Oxford; Revd Peter Silva, Director 
of Education Projects, the Grahamstown Foundation, 
Province of South Africa to be Team Vicar, St Michael and 
All Angels, Abingdon; Revd Christopher Smith. Curate of 
SS Peter and Paul. Wantage to be Domestic Chaplain to 
the Bishop of Horsham. Chichester Diocese; Revd David 
Wales. Vicar of Weston Turville also to be Vocations 
Adviser for Bucks Archdeaconry; Revd Michael Williams. 
Chief Executive Radcliffe Infirmary NHS Trust to be Vicar 
of Shipton-under-Wychwood, Milton-under- Wychwood. 
Fyfield and Idbury; Revd Allan Woods, Non-stipendiary 
Assistant Curate, Terriers, permission to officiate. 


Friends for the journey 

Sue Jones brings you up-to-date with the second phase of our link with 
the South African Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman 


T here is something very 
special about having a 
Partnership Link with 
Anglicans in another part of 
the world. Rather like a 
meeting with a stranger on 
a long train journey, you 
find yourself talking with 
unusual honesty about 
unexpected things. 

Our Link in the Oxford 
Diocese with the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman 
has, over its first five years, 
brought life-changing 
exchanges in both direc- 
tions. Some people from our 
Diocese have been profound- 
ly affected by their visits to 
South Africa, while South 
Africans coming here, espe- 
cially if they are black or 
coloured, have sometimes 
felt valued for themselves 
for the first time. 

His Diocese is larger 
than Great Britain 

To stay for a while with peo- 
ple of another culture is to 
gain at first hand an under- 
standing of their way of life 
and a more objective view of 
your own. Why are so many 
beautiful churches so 
empty? Why, when you have 
so much and so many well- 
educated people have you 
forgotten to thank God your 
Creator? These are common 
questions posed by our com- 
panions in K & K. 

Listening to the Bishop of 
K & K, the Right Revd 
Itumeleng Moseki, when he 
was here last summer, has 
moved us in the Oxford 
Diocese to guarantee two 
clergy stipends to be paid 
over the next five years. His 
Diocese is larger than Great 
Britain, much of it on the 
edge of the Kalahari Desert, 
but there are only 32 
Anglican priests, two of 
whom are women. 

There are many people 
living in tiny two-roomed 
houses with a square patch 
of land carefully measured 


out - 34 paces by 17 - with a 
privy in the back corner of 
the yard. Around them are 
shanties of corrugated iron 
which rattle in the winter 
wind and swelter in the heat 
of summer. Many still live 
without running water or 
electricity. The smell of bum- 
ing candles and kerosene 


lamps pervades the night air 
and it is not uncommon to 
see children with burnt 
hands and faces. Our African 
visitors show concern at the 
way we burn candles so 
freely. 

None of the stipendiary 
clergy is paid at the same 
rate as those in other South 
African dioceses. When 
Itumeleng Moseki became 
Bishop, he moved from 
Pretoria where he was 
Archdeacon and received a 
lower stipend. The cost to 
Oxford is a mere £6000, and 
yet it increases the number 
of stipendiary clergy by near- 
ly six per cent. 

This is not a one-way jour- 
ney of cash flow out to K & 
K. We do have the money, 
power and expertise which 
can be so sadly lacking 
amongst some communities 
because of the devastating 
effects of apartheid. We can- 
not duck the issue that 
sometimes these are precise- 


ly the things that are need- 
ed from us. 

When partners become 
companions, there is a sub- 
tle change in the 
relationship. Companions 
value one another, listen and 
respond to each other along 
the road. They break bread 
together, and it is the experi- 


ence of those who have lived 
and worshipped with 
Africans that they break 
bread together with a life, 
vivacity and enjoyment that 
is often lacking in our own 
churches. 

The old idea of mission- 
aries from the West is no 
longer relevant 

The old idea of missionaries 
from the West is no longer 
relevant, particularly now 
that there are more practis- 
ing Christians in the 
Southern Hemisphere than 
in the North. It is our hope 
that we can listen and learn 
from our sisters and broth- 
ers who have so much to 
teach us about what it 
means to live in a Christian 
community. 

Susan Jones is a member oftheKS 
K Link committee. She is Curate in 
South Ascot where her husband is 
the Vicar. They spent three months 
in Pampierstad, K&K and the two 
parishes continue to have links. 
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DYFFRYN FARM - A TIME APART 


among the hills, valleys and lakes of Mid- Wales for rest, 
restoration and quiet holidays. Up to 6 guests 
welcome in the house’s homely and informal atmosphere 
and up to 4 in the self-catering cottage. 

20 acres of farm and woodland. Free access hills close by. 
Rambling retreats arranged. 

Further information from Rev'd Gaynor Tyler 
Tel. 01597 811017 Fax: 01597 810609 


theOthona 

Community 


In a stunning iiolHij position on 
tf* Wost Oorsot coast, Othona 
Invttss you to llva for a short whilt 
as part of a friendly accepting 
Community. We offer retreats, 
family holiday sessions, and 
special activity weeks. There are 
also opportunities for some group 
bookings. 

A simple lifestyle, home cooking, 
unspoilt surroundings, sea views, 
arts and crafts and music making, 
informal worship in a tranquil 
chapel • and a real sense of 
community. 


Othona has an ecumenical 
Christian basis. We welcome 
people of all faiths and none, 
trying to avoid barriers of age, 
ability, race, background or sexual 
orientation. There is a r e si dent 
core community of six people. 

M20 a week full board! 

(£85 concessions) 

Programme details: The Othona 
Community, Coast Road, Burton 
Bradstock, BRIDPORT, Dorset 
DT6 4RN. Tel: 01308 887130 



Othona is also at Bradwell-on-Sea, Essex - Charity No. 277843 


Bishop 
Woodford 
House, Ely 



In Search of Julian of Norwich 

30 Apr-2 May with Sheila Upjohn £70 

The Spirit's Future For Us 

21-23 May with ]ohn Gunstone £70 


For details or full 1999 Programme please contact 
The Warden, Bishop WoodfordHouse, Ely, 

C ambs, CB7 4DB 


Tel. 01353 663039 


COLEG Y GROES 
RETREAT HOUSE 

informer 18 th century almshouses 
in North Wales 

April 30-May 2 ‘Soul Friendship in the Celtic 
Tradition' led by Rev Ray Simpson 
Sept 24-26 ‘A Prayer & craft weekend’ led by Revs Heather Fenton & 
Margaret Harvey 

Nov 15-19 ‘Prayer in Celtic Poetry & Art’ led by Christine Mylne 
Dec 24-28 Christmas Housepariy 

We are open for individually guided and private retreats (including 30 day 
retreats by arrangement) throughout the year - and for quiet holidays in this 
lovely pan of Wales. 

Send SAE for information to: Coleg y Groes, Corwen, 
Denbighshire LL21 OAU or phone 01490 412169 



LOOKING FOR SOMEWHERE TO HOLD 
YOUR STAFF AWAYDAY OR WEEKEND 
RETREAT - LOOK NO FURTHER 

In addition to offering a programme of retreats and conferences, 
this gracious 18th century house offers a space for both groups and 
individuals to Find inner calm and awareness and yet have access 
to theatres and all the glorious pageantry of x 
London. The excellence of our food is well '■£ 
known, catering for both traditional and 
vegetarian diets. We have a pleasant 
garden and are 
two minutes 
from 

Limehouse 
Station. 

For details please send a stamped addressed envelope to 
The Bookings Secretary, The Royal Foundation of Saint 
Katharine, 2 Butcher Row, London El 4 8DS 
or call 0171 790 3540 from 9.30am-5.3Qpm Monday- Friday. 



THE HILDEGARD NETWORK 

brings together 

spirituality, the arts, healing and ecology through the 
vision of this twelfth-century abbess by means of confer- 
ences, performances, quiet days and a newsletter 

CONFERENCE AT SARUM COLLEGE 

The Creative Spirit 

OCTOBER 26-28th 1999 
further details from 

Dr June Boyce-Tillman, King Alfred’s University 
College, Winchester S022 4NR, tel. 01962 827281, 
fax 01962 827272 


QGL 

Quiet Garden Ltd 

People in positions of executive 
responsibility in organisations 
usually have little opportunity 
for reflection and renewal. If 
you wish to engage with the 
contemplative dimensions of 
leadership and corporate life, 
then our programmes may be 
what you require. 

For more information, contact 
us on: 

Tel: 0181 647 1857 
Fax : 0181 647 9222 

E-mail: 

khris.holmes@btintemet.com 
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T en years ago the first 
edition of The DOOR 
included ‘God in the Life of’ 
actress Wendy Craig. She 
said: ‘I don’t go around 
preaching the Gospel because 
that could be off-putting but I 
just hope that God’s light will 
shine through me so that they 
can see it and perhaps want 
to know more about it’. Since 
then that light has shone 
through the lives of the 
dozens of other ‘God in the 
life of’ subjects, some famous 
and some unknown.There has 
also been the occasional 
agnostic, like writer John 
Mortimer, and who can forget 
Rabbi Jonathan Romain’s 
stimulating interview about 
his Jewish faith. One of the 
secrets of the feature’s 
success has been the willing- 
ness of the subjects to talk 
openly and honestly about 
their faith. Another has been 
Frank Blackwell’s sensitive 
photographs of which this is 
just a small selection. 


Ten years of ‘God in the Life of...’ 


Abigail: ‘l just want to say, Jesus 
was with me at my birth’ 

Elaine: ‘We do believe that. 
There’s a text which says:’Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew 
you, before you were born I set 
you apart (Jer I *5) and we have 
believed all along that Abi has 
been very blessed.’ 

Elaine Luckett and her 
daughter, Abigail 


‘A lot of people romanticise 
Robben Island nowadays. It was 
hell on earth actually, and one of 
the most powerful things that 
God does, is turning what is ugly 
into good. It was out of that 
woundedness that one felt an 
intense call into a ministry of 
reconciliation.’ 

Most Revd Njongonkulu Ndungane, 
Archbishop of Cape Town 


‘We all laughed a lot all the way 
through our lives. I know Roy 
wouldn’t want us to stop now. 
One of the things that I learnt 
very early on when I became a 
Christian was that it’s not so 
much what happens to you in life 
that’s important, it’s how you 
handle what happens.’ 

Fiona Castle, soon after the 
death of her husband Roy 


‘Often it is through the very act of 
painting or carving - that a deeper 
understanding is reached of the 
mystery of it all. So perhaps my faith 
is developed through my work, 
which acts as a prayer. It does not 
seem possible to carve a corpus of 
Christ without sharing in some 
degree the agony of the cross.’ 
Nicholas Mynheer, painter 
and sculptor 



‘Through the tears I saw three figures in the 
corner of my cell, and I said ‘ How do you put 
it right?’. And the one in the centre, who I 
know was Jesus wearing modern clothes, said 
‘Follow us’. And I think that is what I have been 
trying to do ever since.l needed those 1 5 
years in prison to bring me into the most valu- 
able relationship in my life.* 

Chris Lambrianou, born again gangster, 
now a drug rehabilitation worker 



‘The one thing I have always known is that I 
wanted to be a writer but it’s only now in 
my 50’s that I look at some of the things 
that have happened in my life and see God’s 
wisdom in them. I think all my children’s 
books and the two adult novels I’ve written 
are all about how love overcomes all things. 
I absolutely believe that love can heal, and 
prevail, and change people’s hearts.’ 

Ann Pilling, award winning-writer 



‘l think it’s important to think of Jesus 
laughing. It doesn’t detract from his 
Divinity in any way. He must have been a 
good story- teller and a story is better if 
it’s leavened with some kind of humour. 
The apostles were ordinary blokes who 
were suddenly made extraordinary by 
Christ himself.There must have been an 
Eccles amd a Bluebottle amongst them.’ 
Harry Secombe, comedian and singer 



‘There’s a lovely Jewish saying which 
always speaks to me, which is that to be 
a good Jew, you don’t have to believe in 
God, you just have to do what he says. 
What’s really important is not saying, I 
believe in God but how that belief 
directs your life.* 

Rabbi Jonathan Romain, minister of 
Maidenhead Synagogue, one of the 
most successful in the country 
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^ AYLESBURY 
COLLEGE 

is offering Chiltern Region Open College Network 
accredited courses in: 

PASTORAL COUNSELLING/ 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 

If you are interested in this area of ministry contact: 
Lynette Harborne on (01296) 588588 ext. 386 


SPRING HOLIDAYS at 

M&siLW'intp 
I 


cottages in 
the country, 
by the sea 

Peace and 
comfort in 
beautiful scenery, 
close to sandy 
beaches and 
activities. Enjoy 
GORSLWYDs 
attractive gardens, 
nature trail, farm 
animals, barbecue, 
gamesroom. 
museum and 

adventure play. ’ — 

A Prince of Wales Award design. Tariff 99 £140-£320 
(3 bedrooms) Wales Tourist Board 4 Dragon Quality. 
All ACCESSIBLE (1) to wheelchair users. 
GORSLWYD TAN-Y-GOES, CARDIGAN, 

WEST WALES SA43 2HZ 

Tel: (01239) 810S93 Fax: (01239) 811569 



Women’s Centre 

We are looking for a 

SUPPORT WORKER 

(Part-time - 22 hours per week) 

• To co-ordinate and develop the role of 
the Centre in the community 

• To work alongside the Centre Manager 
and Team Leaders in the running of the 
Centre 

• To liaise between referring Agencies, 
women in the community and the 
Centre staff 

The post is part-time: mainly when the Centre is 
open on Tues/Wed and also on a Thursday 
Own transport would be helpful. 

Closing date: Monday 29th March 1999. 

For more information or an application form, 
please call or write to: 

Sheila Goldsmith. Manager, 

Churches in Reading Women’s Centre 
Wesley Church, 84 Queen’s Road, 

Reading RG1 4BW 
Tel. 0118 957 6390 
Tues/Wed 10-4pm only. 

A Charity Registration No. 1063875 providing support 
on behalf of the Womens Centre of Churches in Reading 




DIOCESE OF OXFORD 
Assistant Clerk - Part time 


The Diocesan Board of Finance wishes to appoint an assistant clerk to join a 
busy, friendly team in its Finance Department. 

Duties will include handling paperwork, data inputting and general assistance 
in the accounts offices. Accuracy and attention to detail are prime requirements 
for this post. Some office experience, including keyboard operation, is desirable 
and good inter-personal skills would be an advantage. 

Hours: 16-20 hours per week - exact hours negotiable. 

Pay: Pro-rata on scale £5,752 - £10,451 p.a. full-time, depending on experi- 
ence. plus non contributory pension scheme. 

For more information and an application form please contact: 

Mrs Elaine Bowman, Personnel Administrator, 

Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance, 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 

Oxford OX2 ON B 
Telephone: 01865 208201 

Closing date for applications: 31 March 1999. 

Interviews: 13 April 1999. 


SITUATION 

WANTED 

Chartered Electrical Engineer 
seeks career change. Computer 
literate, good people skills. 
Christian, churchwarden. 
Prefer Bucks/South Oxfordshire. 

01 844 345887 



ST. MARY'S CHURCH 
MAIDENHEAD 

We are looking for the person who 
will join our Church Family as 

ASSISTANT 
PASTOR 

We are the town centre Borough Church of Maidenhead, on 
the M4, near to Slough and Windsor. We stand for biblical 
teaching, have many links with the local community and have 
a mixed membership of families as well as a lively young 
people's work. 

We have a clear world mission focus and have been 
privileged over the years to see many people called to 
Christian service. We have a church vision which helps us 
focus and work on DECLARING the gospel, DRAWING 
people into the fellowship of God's family and living as 
DISCIPLES of Jesus. 

Our new appointment will be a follow on from work done in 
the Church Family and will include:- 

* Developing the Church Family's gifts and service 

* Pastoral and teaching ministry within the Church's 

programme. 

* Co-ordinating young people's work and supporting the 
Youth Leadership Team 

* Working with the vicar in the growth, support and leading 
of the Church Family. 

Housing will be provided and salary will be at Diocesan 
curate rate. 

For application form and further details please apply to:- 

Rev TVevor Parkin, St. Mary's Church Office, 

St Mary's Close, 14 High Street, 
MAIDENHEAD, Berkshire SL6 1YY 
or phone (01628) 624908/638866 

Closing date will be the end of March 
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Kingston Wrought Iron 

Tel & Fax 01865-821950 
MHp Unit S33A, Rectory Lane, 
Kingston Bagpuize, 
Abingdon, Oxon 0X13 5AS 

COMMISSIONS UNDERTAKEN 

ALL ITEMS MADE TO ORDER 
NO MASS PRODUCTION 


A Decade Of Advertising 


Tom Ricketts 

NATIONAL UNDER 25 
BLACKSMITH OF THE YEAR 1997 



The Duke’s Music 

Everybody’s Music 
Specialist 

Repairs, Rentals & Sales 
Repairs By Our Own Technicians 

Guitars & Amps - Flutes - Clarinets - Woodwind - 
Saxophones - Brass - Violins - Cellos - Strings 

Shart Music - FAST Mail Onto Service 

Specialists in Ethnic Instruments 



• David Holden 


n 

Didgeridoos, Rain Sticks. Drums 
Call in for a Demonstration 

rc u " 

Unique Selection of Gifts 

■■i 


3 ( 01280 ) 821771 


24 Market Mill, Buckingham MK18 1 JX 



TYPESETTING 


ASffiSEIT 


. !. 1242A Evesham Road, 

Asfwood Bank. ReAfiteh, Worcester shire. B96 6AA 

fax: 01527 89 2152/4 
01527 89 4150 
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The Winchester 

WAV 
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Typesetters to 
The Door and 
several other 
Diocesan 
Publications in 
the UK, are 
pleased & proud 
to be associated 
with them 
on their 100th 
Anniversary issue 


m 


It seems like only ten 
minutes ago, and not ten 
years ago, that 1 was 
approached by The 
Diocese of Oxford, who 
wanted to know whether 
I and my skilled adver- 
tising sales team would 
be able to procure 
enough advertisement 
revenue to offset the 
costs of paper, typeset- 
ting and printing and 
delivery for a monthly 
diocesan newspaper, with 
a circulation of 60,000 copies across Oxon, 
Bucks and Berks! 

I was at that time, General Manager of ‘The 
Oxford Journal’ and we were quite used to sell- 
ing lots of advertising space. Although we were 
unsure, we were enthusiastic and full of energy 
and we accepted the challenge (albeit on a trial 
basis for a year). 

What sort of business would want to advertise 
in a Church newspaper? Looking back I think 
we approached the task with a certain amount of 
narrow mindedness - concentrating our advertis- 
ing calls on funeral services, stonemasons, resi- 
dential homes and jumble sales - perhaps that 
was what our perception of what the Church of 
England was all about! - “something the older 
folk would be interested in”(!!) Indeed to some 
extent that perception of our readership profile is 
still shared (wrongly I might add) by many of 
the businesses that we contact about advertising 
today. Similarly, it is not unusual for them to 
visualise a small A4 folded sheet hidden in a 
dark corner or a little table at the back of the 
Church - not the magnificent 24 page monthly 
tabloid magazine to which we have all; become 
accustomed. As The DOOR developed, so did 
our advertising ideas, thoughts and directions. 
The DOOR now regularly carries major big 
name national advertisers as well as clients from 
as far away as America, South Africa and South 
America. Its advertising client base has swelled 
up to some 15,000 clients - spread across all cor- 
ners of the UK. On a more local basis, approxi- 
mately 20% of the advertisers in each DOOR 
use it on a continuous monthly basis and some 
like Roy Scott and The One Village World shop 
have used every issue since the first. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 



lOOtk ISSUE!! 

from all at 

GOODHEAD PRINT 
Official Printers for THE DOOR 
and Otker Diocesan Newspapers 
in tke UK. 

Contact our Marketing Department for information 
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WAY Grapevine 


“ I Sheffie 


? THREE CROWNS 
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« IDOOR 

Goodli ead Print Group PLC, Launton Road, 
Bicester, Oxon OX6 7QZ Tel: 01869 363 363 

e-mail marketing® goodkead.co. uk 


We owe much of our success it must be said, to 
the continued support (and tolerance!) of our 
advertising clients and for this we whole-heart- 
edly thank them. 

The advertising division of the company has 
expanded considerably since then, and working 
from large offices in Oxford, generates advertis- 
ing revenue to fund total production (other than 
editorial costs) for some seven other dioceses. 

In 1994 following the successful relationship 
the division took on the work of ‘The 
Winchester Way’ for the Winchester Diocese. 
followed months later by ‘The Sarum Link’ for 
the Salisbury Diocese. 

In 1996 The division was approached by the 
Bath and Wells Diocese to take on the full ser- 
vice production of ‘The Grapevine’ and this was 
further complemented in March 1997 when a 
joint venture between The Bristol Diocese and 
Diocesan Publishing produced the new Christian 
title ‘The Three Crowns*. 

Our aim is to secure sufficient advertising rev- 
enue each month to fund the full production of 
each diocesan newspaper (other than editorial 
costs) to ensure their financial security and 
future in what has become an increasingly com- 
petitive market place. 

In January 1998 the company took on the work 
of ‘The Guildford Diocesan Herald’ for the 
Diocese of Guildford and then commenced work 
on the very first Ecumenical Diocesan 
Newspaper in the UK for the Gloucester Diocese 
during Christmas 1998. 

Our expertise has received a further boost with 
the recent launch, in collaboration with the 
Diocese of Sheffield, of a new title commencing 
at Easter ‘The Sheffield Diocesan News’. 

Our success/growth (if you can call it that) is 
only as good as the other support teams that it 
works alongside, not just advertisers but our 
wonderful distributors who regularly brave the 
elements to get THE DOOR out each month. 
Similarly, clients will only advertise with us if 
the product is a good read; Without the strong 
editorials, views, interviews and features that 
Christine Zwart and Venetia Horton have so 
marvellously produced over the last ten years - 1, 
perhaps would not be here to write this note of 
sincere thanks to them both for a marvellous job. 

I look forward to celebrating the 200th issue. 



langston $rtorp 

DUAL REGISTERED 
RESIDENTIAL AND NURSING HOME 

Proprietor: Mr. R. L. Burden, B.Sc. 

Qualified Staff with 24 hour care 
Pleasant Rooms for Single Occupancy 
or for Married Couples 
Lift * Call Bells * En Suites 
Comfortable Rooms at Sensible Prices 

Congratulations to 

«. sDOOR 

on its 100th issue 

STATION ROAD, 

KINGHAM, OXON 
NEAR STOW-ON-THE-WOLD 

( 01608 ) 658233 


GEOFFREY 
CHURCH & CO 

YOUR TADLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
for a personal and dignified service at all times 
Tel Tadley 0118 981 4420 
(24 hr service) or 
Tel. Thatcham (01635) 868444 

FUNERALS FURNISHED TO OR FROM 
ANY DISTANCE 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
ALL TYPES OF MEMORIALS SUPPLIED 
AND FIXED 

PRE PAYMENT FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE 

48 Bishopswood Road, Tadley, Hants 
and Churchgate, The Broadway, 
Thatcham, Berks. 


A 


TRINITY CARE 

caring for the whole person 

Brookfield Christian Care Home 
Greater Leys, Oxford 

NOW OPEN 

Purpose built 66 bed 
frail elderly and EMI Unit 

I need a motivated, reliable and dedicated team of 
staff to provide high quality care 

RONS. RMNS. ENS. CARE ASSISTANTS, 
DOMESTIC, CATERING, 

LAUNDRY AND ADMIN 
Start the new year with a new challenge 
For further information and application forms 
please contact: 

Mrs 'Wendy Champion. Home Manager 

0831 180134 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 



100th ISSUE!! 

from all at 

MDH DISTRIBUTION 
Official Distributor for THE DOOR 
and Other Diocesan Newspapers 
in the UK. 


The Winchester X^ITHE VI 

WAY Grapevine y 


THREE CROWNS 


w 


HERALD 


Five Acres, Five Acres Close, Chase Road, 
Lindford, Hampshire GU35 ORR 
Tel: No 01420 488440 
Fax No: 01420 488446 












MARCH 1999 THE DOOR 


I 


a single issue . 7 




by Penny Joyce 


Spring can be a difficult time if 
you are single.Valentine’s Day, 
Mothering Sunday, weddings and 
other people’s attitudes can all 
emphasise the fact that you are 
not one of a pair. Unless of 
course you are like Penny Joyce 
who believes that God has called 
her to the single state 


I have to say that I enjoy being single. I love 
the liberty of eating pizza for breakfast, 
staying up late to watch old movies, and 
the flexibility that I have to use my time in 
the best possible way for God. This is not how- 
ever, the experience of many other single 
people who find singleness lonely, isolating 
and at times overwhelming. 

It is an interesting fact that approximately one 
third of church attendees today are single. 
These figures encompass all forms of the ‘sin- 
gle state’, from those who have never married, 
to widows, widowers and single parents, who 
find themselves single again after divorce or 
separation. 

So in the light of the growing statistics, does 
the Church really understand the needs, aspira- 
tions, and pitfalls of singleness? If we in this 
position are brutally honest, then the answer is 
generally . . . no. Just think, when was the last 
time that you heard a sermon preached about 
God’s purpose for those who are single, other 
than to a youth group? Any organisation that 
can consider calling its 20s and 30s ‘Pairs and 
Spares* has a serious learning curve to go 
through! 

When was the last time that you 
heard a sermon preached about 
God’s purpose for those 
who are single? 

John Stott, also single, wrote an article for the 
\ Church Times (May 22, 1998) considering single- 
ness, reminding us that Jesus himself was not 
married. However his was a hugely effective 
ministry! We see that he drew around him a 
small group of close friends, a wider network 
totalling twelve, and then a larger group that 
helped him practically. To mirror this principle 
what do we do? So often the Church translates 
a message to its singles that a marriage rela- 
tionship is the ultimate goal and that they are 
‘poor things’ not to be in this happy state. 

Of course the pressures of taking sole respon- 



sibility for many of life’s big decisions; the need 
to be valued, accepted and encouraged; the 
weariness of always initiating and the difficul- 
ties of going it alone, are real. There is common 
ground, but each individual will have differing 
needs. A single parent recently reminded me 
that for her, a teenage babysitter was of no use, 
as there was never anyone to take them home. 
How can we respond to this? 

Let us affirm single people in their unique- 
ness, whilst cherishing their need for loving 
relationships, by offering Christian homes as a 
haven of care and support. 

As Cliff Richard and Steve Chalke write ‘Ten 
Commandments for the Millennium* to ensure 
churches are welcoming, perhaps we could pre- 
pare the same to ensure that the Church is 
understanding of the ‘one third single* part of 
its congregation. Now there’s a thought, I feel 
another article coming on!! 

About Penny Joyce 

Penny Joyce was Head Teacher for nine years at Newtown 
First School in Chesham. She was recently accepted to train 
for Ordination and from September 1998 has been at 
Wycliffe Hall in Oxford taking a Diploma in Ministry. 



Solidarity for Greyfriars’ 30-somethings 

Liz Smith is 35. She is runs an international music education association at 
Reading University and is also an active member of Greyfriars Church. When Liz 
first came to Greyfriars ten years ago, she joined Contact, a group for church 
members in their 20s. Contact was started in the 1 970 s initially to organise visits 
to young offenders, but it gradually developed into a social group. Originally the 
group was only attended by single people, but in recent years young married 
couples have also enjoyed the fellowship. Inevitably the 20-somethings turned 
into 30-somethings and were now perceived as ‘older people’. So a new ‘30 Plus’ 
group has just been formed specifically to arrange informal social meetings and 
outings. ‘The encouraging thing is that people in their early 40s have also started 
coming,’ Liz says. 30 Plus meets on the second Sunday in the month and on the 
Friday or Saturday evening of the fourth weekend. Events have included a ‘take- 
away meal’ evening and a hike along the Ridgeway. ‘I think that a lot of churches 
have the impression that when you are single you are waiting to be married. 

They don’t accept singleness as a way of life. Some married people in church are 
insensitive to the issues. Some people also see us as a dating agency and there 
are of course people in groups like Contact or 30 Plus who would like to be 
married, although they don’t want to be seen to be joining for that reason! But 
in any group of 20- and 30-year olds there is bound to be pairing-off and a 
church group is no different from any other. But I do think this is a real problem 
for the Church which should be addressed’, says Liz Smith. 


We want to hear from single people 

‘Too often in the Church, single people are viewed as a problem 
to be solved - or to be suffered*. 

‘When it dawned on me that I was expected to adopt a celibate 
lifestyle, it came as a very painful surprise*. 

THE DOOR would like to return to the subject of singleness and the Church 
but we need more information. Do you feel the Church could provide more 
teaching about how to ‘be single’? Celibacy may be right but is it realistic? 
Should churches do more to help single Christians meet one another? If you 
are single and would like to tell us your views or if your church is offering activ- 
ities specifically for single people then please get in touch with The DOOR.. 
Quotes from Single Issues, a Whole Church Approach to Singleness by Steve Chilcnaft 
Sheena Gillies and Rory Keegan (CPAS, £7.50) This is an excellent booklet which provides 
teaching material for church leaders and groups. 


OatevCetf 

Individually Guided Retreats 

March 26 - April 4 Hol> Week 
April 4-11 Easter Week 
Group Retreat 

April 4-11 “Touching God with my 
Fingertips” using art as a means of praying 

apply to: Osterley Retreats 

112 Thornbury Road 
Osterley, TW7 4NN 
(tel: 0181 568 3821) 


Association of Interchurch Families 

The First JOHN COVENTRY Memorial Lecture 

THE NEW MILLENNIUM: AN ECUMENICAL SECOND SPRING" 

Fr Michael Hurley S.J. 
will be aeij uu u «ui i 

at Heythrop College/Maria Assumpca 

CHAIR: LORD RUNCIE - ALL WELCOME 
Further information from: The Association of Interchurch Families, Interchurch House, 
35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE1 7RL 

(Tel: 0171 523 2152) 



Christian and Unattached? 

Then join 
The Network? 

A national association catering for the needs of 
, widowed or single 


Cortact David or G9 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 
Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

( 01271 ) 817093 


An opportunity to: 

• discover how God can 
speak to you, calling you 

to a particular type of work; 

• explore God's calling on 
your life; 

• learn about the work of 
the Anglican mission 
agencies and discover the 
scope of their different 
ministries; 

• hear from people who have 
responded to God's call. 



Saturday, 6 March 1999 
in Southwell Minster, Nottinghamshire 

Saturday, 3 July 1999 
in St Albans Abbey, Hertfordshire 


From 10.30 am-5.30 pm. 


Price: f 5 for waged and £3 
for unwaged - indudes tea, 
coffee and soup. Please 
bring your own lunch. 

For more details contact: 

Stuart Buchanan, 
Partnership House, 

157 Waterloo Road, 
London SE1 8UU. 

Tel: 0171 928 8681 


Insights is an initiative of the Partnership for World Mission (PWM) agencies, comprising: 
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C\ Mid-Africa Ministry tcvs> 
\y serving Christ together 
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WORLDWIDE 
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Word 

Direct 

Would You Like a 
Job to Suit Your 
Time Table? 

We require several 
confident outgoing 
individuals who have a 
vision to see Christian 
Music, Books and Bibles 
commonplace in both the 
Church and Community. 
WE OFFER 

• Part Time/ Full Time (hours 
to suit) 

• No salary but excellent 
commission and bonus 
potential. 

• Full Training and support 

• Job Satisfaction 

For an application form or to 
HOST a presentation then 
please call Angela Jones on 

(01483) 714080 


LEADERS WANTED 


GROUP TOURS AM) HOLIDAYS 

OBERAMMERGAU 2000 
vacancies 

Quality and excellence, a Christian company. 
30 years experience makes us a wise choice. 

0117 973 1840 

Worldwide Christian Travel 

ATOL 3078 ABTA V2096 
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comment from 

The Bishop of Oxford 



OPEN UP THE DOOR 

Good communications are 
essential in a large and 
active Diocese such as ours. 
The DOOR plays a key role 
in this process, by keeping us 
informed about many aspects of the 
Diocese of Oxford. In this special 1 00th 
edition we are reminded pictorially of 
the part it has played in reporting the 
vitality of our life together as part of the 
Body of Christ over the past ten years. 


Two of the strengths ofThe DOOR are 
that it is widely available, with a circula- 
tion of 48,000, and that so many people 
wish to contribute to its pages. With 
each edition I discover something new 
and interesting about the Diocese, 
whether it’s through a personal profile in 
‘God in the life of . . .’, a report of an 
event, a notice in ‘What’s On’, a review of 
a book by a local author, or an opinion 
expressed on the letters page. It is by 
sharing in this way that The DOOR helps 
us grow together in faith. 


In this special edition, may I encourage 
you to ‘open The DOOR’ each month 
and help circulate it as widely as possible 
through your church and amongst family 
and friends. By doing so it will ensure 
that it remains central to the life of the 
Diocese as we work together to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. 


Spring Morning 

David rose early and creeping downstairs, 

Found all of God’s creatures were saying their prayers 
The trees formed the temple, 

The birds were the choir 
The air breathed sweet incense, 

Which rose from the fire 

Of millions of roses, of sweet peas and stocks, 

Of lilies, geraniums, carnations and phlox. 

David breathed deeply and stood very still, 

As the song of the blackbird rose on a trill 
Of pure adoration, 

Of love and desire, 

And a butterfly stood 
On a rose of fire. 

Then with his feet bare, on the grass wet with dew, 
David danced Him his praises, God’s creature too 

Kathleen Middleton 

Kathleen Middleton lives in Littlemore, Oxford 


Is the nation’s love affair with 
the Church of England now over? 

The Church has served the country well but its role as ‘the Church of the Nation’ is now being 
seriously questioned. In the month when the Archbishop of Canterbury visits the Oxford Diocese, 
Vincent Strudwick considers the cost of carrying the light of the Gospel into the next Millennium 


T he first formal visit of an 
Archbishop of Canterbury to 
this Diocese just over a decade 
after its foundation was not a happy 
one. Archbishop Cranmer was tried 
and burned in Oxford on March 21, 
1556 and the Diocesan Bishop fled 
to Milan and the Italian Lakes three 
years later. Four and a half centuries 
on, we look forward to a happier 
visit at the eve of the Millennium 
when Archbishop Carey will pay an 
official visit to the Diocese - rather 
earlier in the month of March. 

The Archbishop is not only the 
focus of unity for Anglicans but 
is also the Church’s voice 
to the nation 

Why is he coming? The Archbishop 
is not only the focus of unity for 
Anglicans but traditionally the 
Church’s voice to the nation. In this 
country his is still the ecclesiastical 
office that is recognised and looked 
to for guidance beyond the bound- 
aries of the Church. So it is 
immensely important that he 
should be in touch, and especially 
in touch with what the Church is 
doing in the community, in the sec- 
ular world. While he is with us he 
will take part in a discussion on 
rural issues in a brewery in Hook 
Norton, meet representatives of 
groups working for the homeless, 
and engage with what it is like to 
live in the new city of Milton Keynes. 

He comes to encourage us in our 
work as the Church dispersed for it is 
in this mode that we are most truly 
faithful to the Incarnation. 

He comes to listen and to nurture 
us as we gather to be resourced for 
our role in the world, and he comes 
to learn about the issues that are 
engaging us, and the concerns we 
have, in a rapidly changing social 
scene. 

In preparing for a new century, 
we have to recognise that our role as 
the Church of the Nation is being 
seriously questioned again, probably 
more seriously than at any time 
since the 1830’s when it led to a 


great revival that we now call The 
Oxford Movement.’ But is the 
Nation’s love affair with the C of E 
over ? Are we now in a situation 
when one of the partners has 
already left, and the Church is still 
trying to act as if the marriage was 
intact ? The Archbishop will be lis- 
tening. In the House of Commons 
Sir Winston Churchill once pointed 
to a passing MP and asked ‘Who is 



Tick up The DOOR to look 
at the Church of today as It 
prepares to change’ 


Ten years ago with the encourage- 
ment of the Bishop of Oxford and the 
approval of Synod,The DOOR was 
launched.This cartoon by the late Jim 
Needle appeared in the first issue. 


that?* His name is Bossom, was the 
reply. That’s a funny name, said the 
great man - neither one thing or 
another. And I suppose that is a 
great danger for the C of E, being 
neither (in reality) the Church of 
the Nation, nor a missionary Church 
in an alien land; neither one thing 
or another. 

Like many of my generation, I 
would like to retire with my Trollope 
and enjoy the Church of yesterday, 
but I believe that instead, I have to 
pick up The DOOR (ten years old, 
congratulations), look at the Church 
of today, as it prepares to change, 
and know that it has to do so in 
order to be the same in the next 
generation. 


In 1549 (another anniversary) 
Cranmer offered to the nation a 
new prayer book - in English. He 
wished to make worship more acces- 
sible to the ordinary person and 
wrote in the Preface: 

‘There was never any thing by the 
wit of man so well devised, or so 
surely established which (in the con- 
tinuance of time) hath not been 
corrupted . . .’It was in this spirit 
that he had launched on reform, 
and the centre-piece of the new 
prayer book became (gradually) the 
popular focus of what the Church of 
England stood for. 

‘There was never any thing by the 
wit of man so well devised . . .* 

How can we discern where to 
go and what to do, to preach 
effectively the everlasting 
Gospel? 

The Church we have known has 
served us and the Nation well, but 
as we come to the Millennium we 
have to discern afresh where to go 
and what to do if we are to preach 
the everlasting Gospel effectively in 
the new age. 

Just before Archbishop Cranmer 
was burned in Broad Street, he 
watched two of his Bishops go down 
the same path. He saw them die, but 
didn’t hear the words of Bishop 
Latimer to Bishop Ridley: ‘We shall 
this day light such a candle, by God’s 
Grace, in England, as I trust shall 
never be put out.’ 

Our own Archbishop has called 
on us to light a candle at the 
Millennium as a symbol of our will- 
ingness to carry the light of the 
Gospel into the next century. In dif- 
ferent ways as we try to discern the 
way, it could be quite as costly for 
all of us who are prepared to allow 
the symbol to penetrate the reality 
of our lives. Let us seize the oppor- 
tunity - carpe diem. 

Canon Vincent Strudwick is Fellow & Tutor in 
Theology at Kellogg College in the University 
of Oxford. He is also the former Principal of 
the St Alban’s and Oxford Ministry Course. 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 


The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

tit 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

tit 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green, High V/ycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 


Growing in Christ's 
Peace and Truth 

Home study courses for mature or growing 
Christians. 

• Coping with stress 

• Great teachings and prophecies of the Bible 

• Digging up the Past ( Bible Lands 
archaeology) 

• Family Life 

• Start Into Life 

Send this coupon today for a full listing of our 
FREE lessons for personal or small group 
study. 

No obligation 

To: Discovery Centre, Stanborough Park 
Watford WD2 6JU 

Name: Mr, Mrs, Ms 

Address 


.Postcode 


CE99 


Produce Your Own 

★Magazines ★Newsletters 

• Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 




With the 


mss 


Digital printer 


I Refurbished Phot 
alua\s a\ ail able 


ocopiers 


For details ur demonstration phone 

01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, Mountbanen Business Centre 
Southampton SOIS IHY 



mts 


STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship , 
ceremony and 
celebration 

Please contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MKI8 ILU 
Tel: 01280 823132 




ASCOT 
PIANOS 


Workshop offering quality reconditioned upright and 
grand pianos at competitive, non-showroom prices 
Comprehensive warranty and free local delivery 
included on all instruments 
We also operate a full tuning, repair, renovation and 
restoration service with free advice and estimates. 
Pianos purchased. 

Run by local organist and piano teacher, 

Richard Lloyd, MMus. 

V Tel. 01276 4701 10 
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letters to the editor 


Church has 
always fought 
for homeless 

I read with interest about the work of the 
Christian Alliance Housing Association in 
the February DOOR (advertisement feature, 
page 12). It follows a great tradition, some 
of which is familiar to me from when I 
worked in London during the war. 

In the latter part of the 19th century, a 
group of Christians, who were concerned 
about the living conditions of dock workers 
and those in the clothing industry in the 
East End of London, set up the Peabody 
Trust to build good, affordable accommoda- 
tion for workers and their families. This 
took the form of five-storey blocks of rooms 
opening from a central corridor. Each room 
had a window and a lockable door, was dry 
and rat-free, and there was a sink with a 
tap and a lavatory on every corridor. They 
looked grim to my eyes, but must have 
seemed palatial to those lucky enough to 
be rehoused there. 

After the First World War Fr Basil Jellicoe 
arrived as vicar of St Mary’s, Somerstown, 
the parish between Euston and St Pancras 
Stations. He worked himself to death at the 
age of 31 trying to alleviate the housing 
conditions of the railway workers. 

Owing to initiatives like these all around 
the country, public opinion was engaged 
and the government forced to take action 
by clearing the slums and building good 
council houses. 

The evil these pioneers were fighting was 
bad housing. Today the evil is homelessness 
-just as dreadful for those enduring it. It is 
good to know that the Church is still at the 
forefront of the battle. 

Miss PM Hart, Cholsey 

Baptismal faith? 

In response to the letter in the February 
issue from George de Burgh-Thomas, I 
Should like to quote from Bishop JC Ryle. 
Writing over 100 years ago, he said: 

‘There is no inseparable connection 


between baptism and the new birth of a 
man’s heart. Our own eyes and senses tell 
us that myriads of baptised people have not 
the Spirit of God, are utterly without grace 
and are servants of the devil and the world. 
Our Lord never requires us to believe what 
is contrary to our senses. The doctrine that 
rebirth invariably accompanies baptism is 
therefore undeserving of credit ’. 

Barbara Lilley, Amersham 

In my Anglican church, about half the 
Christian parents of babies opt to have 
their children baptised, the others to have 
them dedicated. Why is this? I have never 
heard any teaching on the subject. Are we 
saying it doesn’t really matter what you do? 
Is this what the Bible says? In the Baptist 
church in which I grew up, teaching was 
extremely clear. You were not a Christian 
until you came to faith for yourself, never 
mind what your parents believed, after 
which you were baptised. Many in the 
Anglican church will disagree with this, 
but at least it is clear, and it never seemed 
to me to be contrary to Scripture. 

For those who wish to think through these 
issues in an open-minded way, I would rec- 
ommend a book which I have found very 
helpful: The Water That Divides by Donald 
Bridge (an Anglican) and David Phypers (a 
Baptist). 

Name and address supplied 

‘God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son that whosoever BELIEVES 
IN HIM may have everlasting life . . . and 
shall not perish’ (John 3:16). 

Your correspondent George de Burgh- 
Thomas quotes the Prayer Book. I quote the 
Word of God. God gave the Ethiopian 
eunuch FAITH to believe in Christ and he by 
God’s grace, asked for the seal of faith in 
Christ, which is the Rite of Holy Baptism. 
How many are brought, as babies, by par- 
ents in the hope that their children may 


themselves later come to believe in Christ 
after being baptised? Many never do, and 
live outwardly baptised but inwardly 
pagan. 

I understand that General Franco, Benito 
Mussolini, Air Marshall Goering, Robert 
Maxwell and the Borgia Popes were all bap- 
tised. I hope the forgiveness of God reaches 
them and all our neighbours, but Christ 
told us all to go into all the world to teach, 
preach and be His disciples, and then to 
baptise. 

Revd PNS Phillips, Earley, Reading 


Retirement gift 



I should like to take this opportunity to 
thank all those who contributed so gener- 
ously to the presentation that was made to 
me on my retirement as Secretary of the 
Diocesan Synod. This was an added bonus 
because I enjoyed the work enormously. 

As was reported in the February issue, a 
painting was commissioned for me. It is a 
water-colour by Ken Messier which depicts 
four vignettes of the Cathedral and a 
church from each archdeaconry in the 
Diocese (Dorchester Abbey, St Mary’s, 
Reading and St Mary’s, Aylesbury). I am 
enclosing a photograph which may be of 
interest to your readers. 

Dr Frank Robson, Oxford 


The benefits of being a Friend 

The Friends of Christ Church Cathedral are 
people from the Diocese and further afield 
who, with the Dean and Chapter, are 
involved in the maintenance and beautify- 
ing of this lovely church. 

Formed over 60 years ago, we now have 
around 1,400 individual Friends and 250 
corporate Friends. We would hope that 
every parish in the Diocese might decide to 
become a Friend, so that each has a link 
with its mother church. 

Each year every Friend receives a magazine 
telling them what has happened in the pre- 
vious year and of plans for the future. It 
also includes accounts of how the Friends 
have spent their money. Last year, for exam- 
ple, we provided £200,000 for new lighting 
and a new sound system for the Cathedral. 
Each year we also make grants towards the 
running of the Cathedral such as for spe- 
cial services, minor repairs, furnishings, 
the provision of copes and other vestments, 
and (jointly with the Diocese) for the hire 
of television cameras and screens for ordi- 
nations and other large services. 

Among other benefits the Friends enjoy is 
the summer party when the gardens are 
open to view, there is a lecture, tea in the 
Hall and the Annual Meeting with a report 
by the Dean followed by Evensong. At 
Christmas Friends have priority in applying 
for tickets to the two carol services on 
December 23 and 24. 

Many of the Friends help out in other ways. 
There are 75 Stewards who, in their distinc- 
tive red sashes, explain the cathedral and 
its life to visitors. Several hundred other 
Friends also serve as sidespeople, help in 
the Cathedral shop, arrange the flowers, 
serve at the altar or help with the cleaning. 
So we do need your interest and support in 
many ways. The annual subscription for the 
Friends is £7.50 for individuals and £10 for 
parishes - these figures are of course, a 
minimum. Anyone who wishes to give 
more is most welcome. A life subscription 
is £150. 

For more details please write to Robin Birch, 15 
Cunliffe Close, Oxford 0X2 7BJ or to Canon 
Roland Meredith, 1 Deanery Court, Broad Street, 
Bampton, 0X18 2LY. 


EQJJIGA5 -A fair price for gas for everybody. 


What is EQUIGAS? 

EQUIGAS is a fair priced gas tariff for those who care about 
their community. 

Other gas tariffs give greater benefits to direct debit and 
quarterly customers whilst charging pre-payment meter 
customers, often on the lowest incomes, a higher unit rate and 
a higher standing charge. (This was highlighted in the report 
‘Fuel Poverty in Britain’ - commissioned by the Gas Consumers 
Council.) 

EQUIGAS solves this problem. All customers pay the same unit 
price for their gas and there is no standing charge. No matter 
how you pay, you will only pay for the gas you use.This really is 
‘fair trading’ in the gas market. 

For some Direct Debit customers it may cost a litde more but 
you won’t be gaining at the expense of someone less well off 
than you. Quarterly payment customers will pay a fair price and 
may see a reduction in bills (particularly low users) whilst 
pre-payment meter customers will benefit from lower prices 
and no standing charge. 

Why has EQUIGAS been developed? 

The EQUIGAS tariff has been developed by EBICo Limited, a 
company established by four members of the Oxford Diocese, 
specifically to provide a choice for consumers based on care 
for the community rather than personal gain. 

EQUIGAS is not a charity. It is a new way of using the 
competitive market to bring about change. 

EBICo believes that many people do really care for their 
community and are willing to switch to EQUIGAS because it is 
fair to all. 

How will EQUIGAS work? 

EQUIGAS offers a single unit rate and no standing 
charge for your gas supply - whatever payment method 
you choose. 

In addition, any extra income that EQUIGAS generates will be 
returned to customers in the form of a rebate. So the more 
people who join EQUIGAS, the greater the benefit for all. 

To ensure fairness, the distribution and calculation of the rebate 
will be independently audited. And you will receive a regular 
newsletter providing information on the performance of 
EQUIGAS, together with an ethical and financial report. 



Why choose EQUIGAS? 

EQUIGAS will enable the benefits of gas competition to be 
directed to those who are missing out at the moment. 

And for complete peace of mind, EBICo has arranged for your 
gas to be supplied by Southern Electric Gas, part of Southern 
Electric pic, which has the highest level of service including: 

• consistendy fair pricing 

• the best safety record 

• a record as the top performer for customer service 

By choosing EQUIGAS you will be supporting EBICo’s aims of 
caring for the common good. 


How much is EQUIGAS? 

The price is 1 .638p (including VAT) per kWh of gas used, 
no matter what payment method you select 

There is no standing charge with EQUIGAS - you will only pay 
for the gas you actually use. 

And don’t forget the rebates which are planned. 

How easy is it to change? 

Changing to EQUIGAS is easy and will involve: 

• no disruption to your gas supply 

• no new pipes and meters 

Simply call our Welcomeline free on 

0800 117 116 quoting EQUIGAS. 

We’ll send you a pack, including a simple 
application form and reply paid envelope. 
All you need to do is fill it in and return it 
to us. We’ll do the rest. 

By joining the growing number of people switching to 
EQUIGAS, you show you care. 

EQUIGAS is a change for 
the better - for all . 

E QU I G A 

For more information about EBICo visit; 

www.ebico.co.uk. 
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„ The. 
Samaritans 


of Slough, Windsor 
and Maidenhead 


are available, 24 hours a day, to befriend those passing 
through personal crisis, who may be at risk of dying by suicide. 

Have YOU ever 
thought of joining us? 


We are looking for ordinary, caring people (any age) who are 
available for about three-four hours a week. 
Comprehensive training is given, with lots of on-going support. 
Why not pick up the telephone today to find out more? 

Tel. Slough (01753) 531011 


J. BANBURY & SONS 

Established 1836 
Menswear and Ladieswear 
Knitting yarns and haberdashery 
Ties, shirts, knitwear, jackets, 
trousers, lingerie, nightdresses and 
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

18/20 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon 

Tel. 01993 811437 

Early closing Thursdays 


TRUSTEES of OXFORD 
ANIMAL SANCTUARY 

have a large number of family pets for adoption 
by responsible animal lovers only. 

Dogs, crossbred, all types & ages - also 
Alsatians, pet Greyhounds, Great Danes and 
cats and rabbits. 

Appointments phone: 

01865 559537 
or 01865 890239 

9.00am - 1 1 .00am/6.00pm - 7.00pm 
Shops at: 

Didcot/Witney/Abingdon/Summertown 



Professional wedding photographs - 
including album 
Children 8c family portraits 
Functions covered 
Price lists available on request 

01295 ■ 711037 


BICESTER 
SHOP MOBILITY 

For further information 

Phone: 01869 320132 
Mlnicom: 01869 245937 






Our business and distribution 
is in Tim Russian’s safe hands 



'/ put my hand up at a meeting about the Church 
Urban Fund ten years ago and before I could put 
it down Bishop Richard had nobbled me for the 
distribution of The DOOR*. And ever since Tim 
Russian, a former air traffic control planning 
manager, has been skillfully controlling the compli- 
cated business of getting The DOOR out into the 
parishes. As if that was not enough he has also 
been the business manager, and for the last three 
years he has been chairman of the Editorial 
Support Group which features elsewhere on this 
page.Tim is an active member of his church in 
Long Crendon where he was churchwarden for 13 
years until 1996. He says: ‘i would like to thank 
everyone, most of all the long-suffering deanery 
distributors, for their support and help during 
these last ten years*. And The DOOR would like to 
thank Tim, whose efficiency and commitment have 
been so great that it is easy to forget that all his 
work for the paper has been entirely voluntary. 


And an important messag e 
from Tim about distribution 


W e have had a number of comments from parish- 
es about the timing of the delivery of the 
DOOR, which appears to vary each month. The most 
common point made is that, when delivery occurs 
close to the end of the month, parishes, who deliver 
their DOORs to every household along with their 
parish magazine, have very little time to do so; oth- 
ers say that it doesn’t give enough time for them to 
get their magazine out by the first of the following 
month. 


T he DOOR is subject to editorial deadlines, and 
commercial practicalities for printing and deliv- 
ery which must take place on WEEKDAYS. We must 
also give the deanery distributors a set day of the 
week when they know the DOORs will arrive. The 
production schedule is fixed - the determining fac- 
tor being the date of the first Sunday of the month 
which is the official publication date. To enable 
deanery distributors to get The DOOR to parishes by 
that date, we deliver The DOOR to deanery drop-off 
points nine days before the first Sunday of the 
month. This leads to ‘early’ delivery in some months 
and apparently ‘late* deliveries in others. You may 
be interested to know that the last pages of The 
DOOR don’t go to press until the Tuesday before 
delivery. 


I hope that those who are concerned about the 
delivery dates can appreciate that we would find it 
almost impossible to change the schedule, which 
relies on a number of finely interwoven activities. If 
we opted for a fixed delivery date every month, we 
would have to print and deliver at weekends in 
some months and deliver on different days almost 
every month. Our current system has worked well 
for ten years and there has been almost no confu- 
sion and very little disruption. The newspaper 
industry seems to thrive on nail biting deadlines. 
You may feel we can change that culture! I am told I 
shouldn’t even think about it! 


H owever, if you have what you perceive to be an 
insoluble problem, perhaps you could have 
another look to see if YOU can resolve it - for exam- 
ple, why not publish the list of those on duty on the 
first Sunday of the NEXT month in the current mag- 
azine. Meanwhile I am happy to listen or make 
suggestions so that you can get The DOOR to as 
many households as possible, based on the current 
Diocesan delivery schedule. I never lose sight of that 
objective - but maybe I’ve missed something. Any 
ideas will be welcome. Tim Russian 

Tel: 01844 208605 



EDITORIAL 


The DOOR is edited from a small office 
on the first floor of Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford where Editor, Christine Zwart (right in top 
picture) and Deputy Editor, Venetia Horton design and lay 
out pages on two Apple Mac computers using Quark Xpress. 
The office has a library of photographs, many of them taken 
by Frank Blackwell (above right) whose photographs are such 
a feature of the paper. The Editorial Support Group meets 


each month to rev 
plans.They not onl 
provide an invalual 
(above left I to r) Jo 
Revd Leighton The 
Horton, deputy ed 
Canon John Crowe 
are Canon David V 



Peter Teague (left), Sonning Deanery lay chairman and his wife Barbara (second frot i 
right) who is also MU Diocesan President, hand over bundles of DOORs to Anna Pai 
(second from left) collecting 1 60 copies for St James, Finchampstead, and Louise Lee 
who is taking 220 DOORs to St Catherine’s Bear Wood, Woosehill Community Cht 
and St Nicholas, Hurst. Anna and Louise have distributed DOORs since the first issi 



Peter Toynbee and his ’tree’ system Church House staff send out media copies 


E-mail: iredale@technocom.com 
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the central point . I I 



lonth to review the new issue and to consider future 
'hey not only support The DOOR’s staff but also 
5 an invaluable pool of experience.They are pictured 
left I to r) John Winnington-lngram, Clemency Fox, the 
eighton Thomas, Tim Russian (chairman), Venetia 
1 , deputy editor. Canon Keith Lamdin,Jo Saunders, 
John Crowe, Christine Zwart, editor. Also on the ESG 
non David Winter and the Revd Richard Thomas. 







( second from 
to Anna Pask 
I Louise Lee, 
imunity Church 
the first issue. 


edia copies 


Photograph: Venetia Horton 


1 ne sate arrival ofThe DO<_ 
your church or home depends on 
volunteers like Barbara and Peter 
r eague and Peter Toynbee who have 
deanery distributors for all 1 00 
ver 2000 copies are deliv- 
co the Teague’s home in the 
Sonning Deanery where they are 
bundled up ready for collection by 
individual parishes. Retired school 
master, Peter Toynbee (below left) 
believes that his ‘tree’ network 
distribution system with six drop-off 
Aylesbury Deanery 
ts for the fact that orders 
ily dropped ten per cent in 
■19 ucanery in ten years. Copies of 
The DOOR are mailed all over the 
d from Australia to Zambia, and 
'ho better to pack them up than 
Mrs Sheila Busby (above) a former 
post mistress of Fyfield. She has 
packed up DOOR’s for ten years 
assisted by Mrs Marguerite 
Blackwell. And sending out press 
copies means more work for 
Church House receptionists Jean 
Rivers, Barbara Bolder and Dorothy 
Beaumont (left). 



ADVERTISING 

Advertisements pay for the cost of 
paper, printing and distributingThe 
DOOR and of all our advertisers Roy 
| Scott (pictured left) has been the most 
I faithful. His Woodstock One Village 
3 shop has been advertised in all 100 
* issues. Roy introduced the idea of 
§ ‘trade for the people’ at Oxfam in the 
I mid ’60s before setting up One Village 
£ In 1 966. One Village also helps 
5 communities in Asia and Africa to 
build themselves up through co-oper- 
atively organised craft businesses, the 
products of which are also sold nation- 
ally through over 400 shops supplied 
by One Village Wholesale. For more * 
about One Village ring 01993 812866. 



First point of contact for most would-be advertisers is David Holden, General 
Manager (above right) of WHY Publications Ltd who currently sell advertising 
space on behalf ofThe DOOR. He too has been involved since the early days and 
over the years has worked hard to attract a high percentage of Christian clients. 
An agreed ‘blacklist’ produced for David’s guidance is under constant review. 


AND NOT FORGETTING 
YOU DEAR READERS 

The Rt Revd Luiz Prado, Bishop 
of Pelotas in Brazil, is a regular 
reader ofThe DOOR. He sent 
us this picture (right) of his 
cathedral and told us, ‘The 
DOOR is a very special gift 
indeed. It makes present 
familiar faces and friends and 
similar concerns and joys as 
Anglicans’. And Keith Ellis 
photographed the Revd Nigel 
Stowe and his wife Pauline 
reading The DOOR in the Dead 
Sea in Israel last year on a 
parish pilgrimage! But there 
are thousands of other people 
quietly reading The DOOR in 
their homes, on buses and 
trains, in hospitals and even in 
prisons. So to you all we send a 
very big thank you and hope 
that you will stay with us, write 
to us and pray for us for the 
next ten years. 





Centre for Spirituality 


In service of the Church 
in the South-East of England 
the Monastic Community offers an 
ecumenical programme of courses 
and retreats in 

• Prayer & Spirituality 

• Sharing Scripture • Liturgy 

• St. Benedict for Today 

For details of the programme or further information please contact: 
The Publicity Secretary, 

Worth Abbey Centre for Spirituality, Paddockhurst Road, 
Turners Hill, CRA WLEY, West Sussex RH10 4SB 
• Telephone: 01342 710318 * e-mail: mrth.abbey@ukonlitie.ci\uk 



Christian Studies 
Conference 

Open Meetings 

Saturday 27 March 

OPEN MEETING 

Earthing our Spirituality 

The Place of Justice and Peace Issues within 

Spirituality 

Speaker: Gerard W. Hughes. SJ 

You are invited to join course members at the Christian Studies 
conference for two addresses by Gerard Hughes, well known 
writer on spirituality and author or ‘God of Surprises* and God, 
Where are you?* 

The programme between these sessions includes ’Musk and 
Readings from Iona* and *A Whale of a Story: Jonah”, 
rickets (ind. afternoon tea) £5.00 
Further details, including programme and tickets from 
Brenda Hoddinott Westminster College, Oxford 0X2 9AT 
Tel: 01865 253590 Fax: 01865 253417 
email: theology/0ax*westac.uk.http7/vvww.ax-west.acuk 


Westminster College 



Is ‘ Healing 

on the PCC 
Agenda for 

Easter ? 




o 
o 

Our 8 


Canon Paul Thomas, General I 
Secretary and Hospital Administrator, asks you to 
consider the Parish's giving to St Luke's this Easter. 

St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy is the laity’s gift 
to its priesthood. Founded in 1893, the Hospital 
exists to provide free treat- 
ment to active and retired 
Church of England clergy 
and their dependants, as 
well as Ordinands, members 
of Anglican religious orders, 
Church Army officers, over- 
seas missionaries, and 
priests from Anglican 
Churches abroad. 

I object is to treat them at 8 
times convenient to them § 
(and to their congregations) g 
and get them back to their g 
I parishes as soon as we can. g 

St Luke’s is a small acute hospital, with a very 8 
warm family atmosphere, and a very well-equipped § 
operating theatre. And, in a moving example of g 
Christian giving, 150 of the country’s top g 
Consultants give their services to St Luke’s in their o 
free time and entirely without charge. 

Treatment for the laity 

The Hospital also provides, through WPA, health § 
insurance through the St Luke’s Healthcare Scheme g 
to lay church members, and it is doing important g 
and pioneering work on stress control both among g 
clergy, and in the community at large. (Please tell us g 
if you would like to know more about this work). o 

Please help - or come and see us 

Inevitably there is always a need for money, for the 8 
Hospital costs £4,000 a day to run, and we rely g 
entirely on voluntary contributions. Please help if g 
you can, with an Easter gift or fund-raising event, g 
And if you would like someone to come and share o 
your worship and talk to you about St Luke’s, or if g 
a party from your parish would like to visit the 8 
Hospital, do please get in touch. 


i - 


St Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

Caring for those who care for others 

14 Fitzroy Square. London W I P 6AH 
Tel. 0171-388 4954. Fax. 0171-383 48I2 V 

Registered Charity 209236, 


ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
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MOORINGS NURSERY 

• BEDDING PLANTS 

• PERENNIALS 

• ALPINES 

• PRIMROSES 

• CUT FLOWERS ETC. 

• HERBS 

• HANGING BASKETS MADE UP TO ORDER 

TEL. 01628 622516 

296 Windsor Road, Maidenhead 



0560: 


HAS YOUR 

GARAGE DOOR 

SEEN BETTER DAYS? 


FREEPHONE 0800 328 2749 


Heavy, Poor & 
Unreliable Operation? 

Insecure or 
Unattractive Doors? 

We repair, upgrade, supply & 
install all leading manual & 
authomatic systems. 

1 0 year extended warranties 
- free of charge. 

All work fully guaranteed. 

Talk to the professionals, 
call Door Solutions. 

FREE on 0800 328 2749 


PAVING, 
FENCING, 
LANDSCAPING 
& BUILDING 
MATERIALS 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

LARGEST DISPLAY 
AREA IN 
OXFORDSHIRE 

ADVICE & DESIGN 
SERVICE 

DELIVERY SERVICE 


• Parkland • 

nDTD 


REAR OF 

YARNTON NURSERIES 
SANDY LANE 
YARNTON, OXFORD 

01865 842574 



Clean It Fast 
BANBURY BLAST 
CLEANING 

Mobile sand blasting is a very effective method of 
cleaning stone, brick exposed beams, etc. 

All types of plant machinery and commercial vehicle 
refinishing etc. 
blasted and resprayed. 

Delighted to have supported and worked with the 
P+O Rokold 

Race Team - Congratulations on winning first place. 

Greatworth Grange, Welsh Lane, Nr Banbury, Oxon 
OX17 2DJ 

Telephone: Banbury (01295) 768983 
Fax: Banbury (01295) 768982 



JC6 Electrical 

Security, lighting, extensions, 
alterations, faults, supply problems, 
small jobs welcome 
Telephone; 01865 711991 (Answerphone) 


SPAZI0 FOLDING ROOM 
DIVIDERS AND DOORS 


THE ULTIMATE IN SPACE SAVING WITH THE 
LUXURY OF GLASS AND FINE WOOD 

ORIGINAL ITALIAN DESIGN MANUFACTURED IN U.K. 
AND INSTALLED IN YOUR HOME 

TEL: 01580 763593 

FREEPOST, TN30 6BR NATIONWIDE SERVICE 



GARDENING 

MAINTENANCE + SERVICES 

Tree Lopping & Pruning, 
Hedge Trimming, Fencing, 
Patio's, Crazy Paving, 
Ponds & all Gardening 
Services 
Free quote 

07971 562805 


The Finest Plants and 
a Great Deal 


STEVE ORMECARPETSI 


• 3,000 varieties of nursery grown $ 

• 2 year plant replacement 

• Free garden advice 

• Our own Gift TokenCfe 

• Restaurant 


tNo 


Notcutls 

Garden Centre 

Nuneham Courtenay, Oxfi 
Tel: (01865) 343454 
Restaurant open 7 days a week 
www.notcutts.co.uk 



HOME SELECTION 
SERVICE 



THE 




QUALITY CARPETS AND VINYLS 
’iX. SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

TEL: 01295 266627 (24 Hours) 


K 


MOBILE: 0374 179759 


jPB Wj 

StuinpBusters 

TREE STUMPS 
REMOVED 

Unsightly tree stumps 
in your way? We grind 
them out with minimum 
ground disturbance 
COMPETITIVE PRICING 

Tel: 01235 227227 


+ + ROMO + TIEBACKS + COLEFAX & FOWLER + LINENS •*• + 


at ARLINGTON 


We aim to sell top quality, designer surplus, new and secondhand 
curtains at reasonable prices providing a comprehensive service 
for everyone. 

Moving house, refurbishing, extensions; come in and see our stock, 
we will do our best to find what you require. 

We offer full workroom facilities for alterations, made to measure, 
and loose covers. A professional service at competitive prices. 
We will be pleased to advise and quote as necessary and do our 
best to help. 

Unit 3, Arlington Grange, Newbury, Berks 
Tel. 01672 520966 

Proprietor: Diann Barnett 


A- G.P. BAKERS ■+• CHINTZ FIRESCREENS •*♦ DAMASKS + . 



ANDY WARD 

GENERAL BUILDER AND PLUMBER 


All aspects of building and plumbing work undertaken. 
Any job from a garden wall to extensions and alterations. 
From an outside tap to a full heating installation. 
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE 
Architects plans drawn to your satisfaction. 
Insurance work undertaken. Fully guaranteed. 
Competitive prices. Professional from start to finish. 


TEL: 01295 261408 


MOBILE: 0973 696454 
1 ARRAN GROVE, BANBURY 


A & J FABRICS 

Over 2,000 rolls of curtain and 
upholstery fabric in stock 
Excellent curtain making service 
with free measuring 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
5 MALTHOUSE WALK 

opposite Littlewoods side entrance 
next to NCR car park 

01295 275550 


FIREPLACE CENTRE 


Credit\ Call inandsee Spindly' 
Facility ) our large range 
.Available J Pme, Stone, \ . 

Marble, Wood etc. V 


GAS APPLIANCE 
SHOWROOM 


\ 


FIRES, COOKERS ETC. NATURAL GAS, L.P.G. 



Ol 295 71 1 950 


2-& S^tnicat 


DOMESTIC • COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL • INSTALLATIONS 

HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


CALL NOW 

01295 812910 

JASON MOBILE 0402 253441 - TOBY MOBILE 0802 435088 


15 ARUNDEL CLOSE, KINGS SUTTON, BANBURY 


— 


I. J. Williams 

Fencing, patios, driveways 
and all garden work. 

For a Clean and Tidy Job 


TEL: 01295 262076 

MobUe: 0370 954633 






Harmony 


Winter £ 


SALE 



OFF 

Conservatory Roof Blinds 
& Selected Verticals 


* subject to technical restrictions 

FREEI 


2 CUSTOM MADE p 

VERTICALS * 

from * 

Household Blind Specialists 


0118 962 1 649 

FREEPHONE SALES 0800 585364 




C. PERRIN 

RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 

Established 1985 
Specialising in the re-upholstery of traditional 
and modern furniture. 

3 piece suites, dining chairs, loose covers, 
repairs, wide range of fabrics, competitive rates. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01491 613124 or 01844 274488 


5IA0N5 


All aspects. External and internal. 
Artex, coving, paper hanging. 
Fully insured. Friendly family business. 
FREE ESTIMATES 
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

Tel. 0118 935 2524 



Wr°l 



LDERS 


LLI 

I — I I 

From footings to finish 

We offer competitive rates for all aspects of quality work; 

• Extensions • Garages • Garden brickwork/patios 

• Conservatories • Structural alterations 

Council approved contractors with 15 years experience 
Please call for a free estimate 0118 988 2894 07801 226026 


Solid Wood/ A^odem arvd 
Xpaditiopval designed ki+cKens 
and furniture 

01865 
820920 

:ts 

Utnit Sll/ Rectory Lane C7nd Estate, 
Kingston T3agpuize, Oxon 




CARPETS 
A MM SELECTION OF QUALITY 
FLOORING AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

FREE ESTIMATES - CARPETS - WOOD 
FLOORS/VINYL 

HOME SELECTIONS - DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL 

TEL: 01280 704321 
MOBILE: 0973 738228 

V 71 HIGH STREET, BRACKLEY > 


Beautiful Bathrooms 


G. HILL & SONS 

Tarmac surfacing specialists 

Road construction & surfacing, 
driveway & forecourt surfacing 

Approved contractors FREE 

to local authority ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01993 775568 

(mobile) 0860 531958 / 0860 386352 
Fax: 01993 778848 


PAUL BLOOMFIELD 

KITCHENS AND 
BEDROOMS 

PLANNED SUPPLIED AND 
FITTED OR SUPPLY ONLY 


HOTPOINT • NEFF • SMEG • STOVES 
• FRANKE SINKS AND ACCESSORIES 


TEL: 01295 712251 
MOBILE: 0831 895879 



You are welcome to visit our showrooms and view our large 
range of bathrooms & accessories, designed to capture your 
imagination. Our friendly & knowledgeable team will be only 
too pleased to advise you, or if you wish, 
just browse at your own pace. 

We also offer a full planning and design service 

JOHN NICHOLLS 

Overthorpe Road, Banbury Tel: 01295 222518 or 262294 
Open Mon - Fri 8 JO - 5.00 

LATE NIGHT THURSDAY TILL 6pm SATURDAY 8.30 • 3pm 
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From California to heaven on earth* 


Tony and Pam Burdon have moved 
from parish life in Berkshire to Britain’s 
smallest cathedral on a Scottish island 
where they look forward to welcoming 
old friends for retreats and holidays 



The Cathedral of the Isles, Cumbrae 

Think of a place where there are no traf- 
fic lights and no rush hour. A place where 
a buzzard flaps slowly past your window 
and where in the winter months the seals 
in the bay are too many to count. Think 
of a place where you walk along the beach 
on your way to the bank and call at the 
butcher’s for homemade haggis on the 
way back! Think of woodland and farm- 
land; sandy bays and mountain views; 
space and sky and stars. Think of a sacred 


place - a place of peace and worship, a 
place of saints and angels; a place of 
retreat and renewal, of hope and healing. 

You are thinking of our new home, the 
Cathedral of The Isles and the College of 
the Holy Spirit in the tiny town of Millport 
on the beautiful island of Cumbrae in the 
Firth of Clyde. This is a diocese which 
traces its roots back to Columba and 
where churches are dedicated to St 
Moluag or St Adamnan; a diocese which 
stretches from Stornoway in the north to 
Arran and Campbeltown in the south, 
but which has fewer than 12 stipendiary 
clergy; where the annual synod is in 
Oban - three hours drive and two ferry 
journeys away! ‘Heaven on earth?’ It’s a 
phrase that comes from a song written 
about this place! Different certainly, and 
a far cry from the parishes we’ve served 
at in the Oxford Diocese: St Ebbe’s Oxford, 
the Broadshire group; St John & St 
Stephen Reading; St Luke’s, Maidenhead; 
St Maiy & St John California. 

A sacred place of peace and worship, of 
saints and angels, of retreat and 
renewal, of hope and healing 

Think now of a place of Anglican wor- 
ship, but no busy round of baptisms, 
weddings and funerals and hardly any 
evening meetings. We find ourselves very 
busy planning our retreat programme; 
making this lovely place better known, 
caring for the small but faithful congre 
gation; looking after a group of listed 
buildings. We have a sense of being in a 
place which has huge potential. So how 
will you discover us? An early flight from 
a southern airport will see you with us by 
mid-morning. From Glasgow airport, a 
shuttle-bus takes you to the railway sta- 


tion at 

Paisley. Take 
a train to 
Largs, then a 
ten-minute 
ferry cross- 
ing to 

Cumbrae, 
where we 
can meet 
you, or you 
can take the 
red bus that 
drops you on 
the seafront, 
five minutes 
walk from 
the 

Cathedral. 

You can also drive or come by train. We’U 
finish with some details of our 1999 
Retreat Programme. 

March 1-5: Lent Retreat with Celtic theme 
(£135 per person). March 27-April 5: Holy 
Week on Cumbrae (£265 per person). May 
17-24: Pentecost Retreat (£200). June 2-9: 
Painting and Prayer (£210). October 23-30: 
Pilgrimage Week including two-night 
stay on Iona (£240). Nov 29-Dec 3: Advent 
Retreat (£135). 

There’s also lots of time for individual 
retreats and holidays, visiting choirs, 
church music groups, family holidays, 
church weekends etc. If you’d like to 
know more, do drop us a line: 

The Revds Pam and Tony Burdon, 

The College, Millport, 

Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0HE 
Tel: 01475 530353 
Fax: 01475 530204 
Email: 

tccumbrae@aigyU.anghcan.oig 



s Christian Heritage Tour 

Visit Durham Cathedral, 
Lindisfarne, Whitby Abbey and 
Jarrow on a Christian Heritage 
Holiday Tour from July 11-16. The 
cost of E250+VAT includes full 
board at the College of St Hild and 
St Bede, travel, and site admission. 
Information from The Revd Alan 
Bayes, The College of St Hild and St 
Bede, Leazes Lane, Durham DH1 
1SZ. Tel: 0191 374 3081. 


Faith and Fitness: life in all its fullness 

Jesus Christ said: I have come that you might have life, life in all its fullness 
(John 10:10). New Life Outreach (NLO) uses the sport and fitness environment 
to meet people where they are and help them explore the Christian faith 
today. Among the sports events NLO is organising this year are: 

March 13-20: Ski trip, Meribel, France. April 23-25: Ultimate Fitness Event, New 
Forest (on foot and bike). May 7: Golf Day at Frilford, Oxford. August 16-21: 
Tennis School, Westminster College, Oxford. September 24: Golf Day, Frilford. 
October 8-10: Climb Snowdon. 

Details The Revd Tim Perry, New Life Outreach, PO Box 926, Oxford OX3 8YJ. 
Tel: 01865 343655. 


Professional Cleaning 

Carpets - Upholstery 
Curtains 

Our technicians are trained to the highest 
possible standards to clean and protect your 
home furnishings 

Tel: 01865 864201 

^ m Mastercare Cleaning Services 

g . 'iira The Coppice, Botley, 

Oxford 0X2 9BD Fully Insured 



TU0 


For All Your Home Furnishing Requirements 
An Extensive Range of Curtain & Upholstery Fabrics, 
Trimmings, Tracks, Blinds, Cushions. 

Full Make-up & Fitting Service 
Co mmercial Contracts Welcome. Home Vis its. 

Tel/Fax: (01993) 811080 

2 Shipton Road, Woodstock, Oxford 0X20 1 LL 


Stephen James Hunt 
Carpets 


• Family Business • Established 20 Years 

• First Class Work On All Types of Flooring 

• Carpets Vinyls • Expert Helpful Service 

• NICF Fitters • Carpet Cleaners 


Nc£a GMBH 

U.K. Carpet Fitter Of The Year 1985 


01494 529489 

2 The Quadrangle OtT Wingate Ave., High Wycombe 



REPAIR, RESTORATION & INSTALLATION 
OF ALL ORNAMENTAL GLASS 

• Hand Painted & Decorative Glass • leaded Lights 
• Commission Undertaken • Vandal Protection 
• Faithful Reproductions • Windows, I)tx>r Panels etc. 

ECCLESIASTICAL RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 


TEL (0118) 956 8534 FAX (01 18) 95^ 5865 


Showroom at; 3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG 1 7JA 



THE CARPET SHOP 

Church Street, Bicester 

Carpets & vinyl supplied 
& fitted. 

Carpet & upholstery cleaning. 

RUGS - Chinese - Wool - Sheepskin 
Free Estimates - Give us a call 

QUALITY AND SERVICE 

(01869) 322514 FAX: 325669 



BUILT-IN FURNITURE FOR THE 
BEST USE OF SPACE 

* Cupboards * Wardrobes * Bookshelves 

* Home Offices * Chests 

* Cabinets (audio, video,filing) etc etc etc 

... any wall, nook or cranny 

FOR FRESH IDEAS AND AN ESTIMATE CALL 
THE DESIGNER DIRECT 


01993 773153 


152c Corn St. x Witney, Oxon 0X8 7BY 



PRAYING HANDS 

For that little special gift 


Praying Hands 4 ins high 


NOW available 


direct from manufacturer 


in white at £2.95 each 


plus 50p p&p. VAT included. 

Total £3.45 


ANGLIA POTTERY 

f 

Billinghay, Lincolnshire IN4 4HN 

KL . jflH 

Telephone: 01526 860 628 


‘Period Rooms 
1920's ■ 1970 s 

'Designed and 
Constructed. Advice 
on furnishings etc. 

for free quotes 
please pfwne: 

01865 891377/891 1 04 



. ELLIOTT 

TREE SURGEONS 


• FELLING & LOPPING 

• STUMP REMOVALS 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

• VERY FULLY INSURED 

• QUALIFIED TRADESMEN 

• LOCAL AUTHORITY APPROVED 

• TREES.SHRUBS &HEDGING 
SUPPLIED & PLANTED 

• LOGS $ WOODCHIPS FOR SALE 


AYLESBURY (01296) 613726 

BUSHLEY LEYS FARM, LITTLE KIMBLE, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 





Prayer and nature 

The idea of spending a whole weekend 
without speaking can be very daunt- 
ing, says Margaret Williams , but not 
all retreats are silent - there is now a 
growing number of ‘theme retreats’ 
which involve a creative activity such 
as painting, writing, calligraphy, or 
music and art appreciation, linked 
with prayer. 

There is the usual pattern of morning 
and evening worship and a daily 
Eucharist, with silence being kept 
from Compline to after breakfast next 
day. To anyone who has not been on a 
retreat, the idea of eating a meal in 
silence must seem strange. We may 
not speak, but this does not mean that 
communication is impossible. In fact, 
knowing that the person next to me 
cannot ask for the marmalade, makes 
me much more attentive. As the 
retreat progresses, we use this silent 
language to relate to each other in 
accepting and caring ways. 

The programme for the rest of the day 
allows retreatants to listen to short 
talks and pursue their particular cre- 
ativity - but not in silence. There is a 
lot of chatter and fun, because it is 
always good to meet people who share 
a common interest. 

As a wildlife enthusiast, I am attract- 
ed to ‘Prayer and Nature* retreats 
which are usually held in houses 
with large gardens and which are sit- 
uated in beautiful countryside, such 
as the Brecon Beacons or the North 
York Moors, or near nature reserves 
such as Minsmere and the Somerset 
Levels. Local experts give talks and 
accompany the walks, so we learn 
something new about the wonders of 
God’s creation. 

Not all the day is organised. There is 
free time when retreatants can read 
a book or wander in the garden, 
absorbing the beauty of the sur- 
roundings and sensing their oneness 
with creation. 

If you would like to talk to Margaret about her 
experience of retreats, you can call her on 01865 
556615. For details on Prayer and Nature 
retreats, send a SAE to Mrs Delma Green, 56 
Springfield Rd, West Hill, Wincanton, Somerset 
BA6 9DD. Details of theme retreats are available 
in the magazine Retreat (formerly The Vision) 
price £3.95 from the National Retreat 
Association on 0171 357 7736. 


Country $tne 

of Witney 

Suppliers of traditional furniture 
in both new and Reclaimed Pine plus 
Unfitted Kitchens 
Stockists of Alexander Furniture 
NEW Home Office range 
47A High Street • Witney Oxon • 0X8 6LR 

Tel/Fax: 

( 01993 ) 778772 

Jardins Extraordinaires 

Garden Surveys & Designs 

~ Abingdon - 

Telephone: 07957 138-380 
Pager: 04325 179-939 

Vale of White Horse Design 
Award 1997 



• Guttering, soffit and fascia specialists 

• Local company with 15 years experience 

• Quality products fitted by craftsmen with care 

• Free surveys and straight forward quotations 
when you ring: 0118 9455511 


YOUR ONCE ONLY SOLUTION TO ROOFLINE MAINTENANCE 
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PRINCES RISBOROUGH MUSIC SOCIETY 

presents 

BEETHOVEN Fidelio Overture 
HAYDN Te Deum 
SCHUMANN Cello Concerto 
BEETHOVEN Mass in C 

Saturday 20th March, 7.30pm. 

High Wycombe Parish Church. 

Tickets £8 and £6 - Tel. 01844 213247 or 
The Book Shop, Princes Risborough, High Wycombe 
Tourist Information. 


ADULT PLACEMENT 
SCHEME 

FOR ADULTS WHO WOULD 
LIKE TO BE IN A HOME - 
YOURS 

Spring into action and join us by 
working in your own home and 
sharing some time with an adult 
who needs care and support. 

The Adult Placement Scheme 
offers a minimum of £220 per 
week/pro rata with training and 
ongoing support in return for day/ 
overnight or longer term care. 

For details, contact: 

01865 375515 


RAYMOND GUBBAY presents 


Saturday 27 March 7.30pm 

Messiah 

by Candlelight 


E 


The Vacation Term for Biblical Study. 

A Residential Summer School for Critical Biblical Study in Oxford 
July 24 - Augucst 7, 1999, at St. Anne’s College. 

FIRST WEEK -JULY 26-30 

Coarse 1 - WISDOM LITERATURE, Dr. K Dell 

Course 2 - THE QUEST FOR THE HISTORICAL JESUS Dr. M. Casey 

Three Lectures on MATTHEW The Revd. Dom H. Wansbrough. 

SECOND WEEK -AUGUST 2-6 

Course 3 - (RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE STUDY OF THE DEAD SEA 
SCROLLS Dr. C. Hempei) 

Course 4 - ONLY CONNECT: PAUL AND POPULAR CYNICISM. 

The Revd. Fr. G. Downing 

Three Lectures on THE EARLY CHURCH - Dr. M. Edwards. 

Language classis in Biblical Hebrew and New Testament Greek at all levels. 
All courses and lectures open to non-residents. 

Further details from: The VTBS Secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth Lee, 

13 Oxford Road, Dewsbury, West Yorkshire WF13 4LN 
Phone/Fax 01924 467319 

Details dWWW.web 4 wisexom Reg. Charity no. 283554 R 


Handel's magnificent choral masterpiece 
SSjfcv performed in full ISth century costume 
in an erocatire candle-lit style setting 

V ^ 

^ Mozart Festival Orchestra 

Ay 4 in full costumes of the period 

y T Mozart Festival Chorus 
% ' Christopher Moulds director/harpsichord 
k Catherine Bon soprano 

£ Marcia Bellamy alto 

# Aied Hall tenor 

Richard Angas boss 

Tickets: £19.50 £17.50 £14.50 £10.50 


APOLLO THEATRE • OXFORD 

BOX OFFICE: 01B65 244 S44 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 


/^Christopher J. Garvey & Co^ 

INCORPORATED FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANTS 

TAX PROBLEMS? 

SELF ASSESSMENT EXPERTS 

Specialists in settling back tax claims 
❖ Future taxes minimised 
Friendly service without 
West End fees 

84 HIGH STREET, HARLESDEN, 

LONDON NW1 0 4SJ opposite 'ICELAND 1 PAINLESS 
0181 453 1165 ACCOUNTING 
0181 961 2622 (24 hour) SINCE 1969 
0181 453 1041 
NORMAL OFFICE HOURS 
and LATE OPEN - 
MONDAY 7.00, THURSDAY 8.30 
OPEN SATURDAY 10.00-2.00 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY - CALL IN NOW > 



FAX 


IiO GO 

hr 


DUNSTAN HILL ALNWICK 

3 farm cottages with 2 beds, 
sleeps 4/6, all year round. 

Terms from £130 pw. 

Tel: Mrs Morton on: 

01665 576481 



Portugal & Santiago 

$ 

The land of the Bible 

CONTACT NICK OLIVER 

for brochure and information 
LONGWOOD HOLIDAYS 
3 BOURNE COURT, SOUTHEND ROAD, 
WOODFORD GREEN IG8 [. m 

8HD jfeS 

TEL: 0181 551 9988 1 " 

V6794 980135692 2199 
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PREPARING FOR THE 
MILLENNIUM 

by David Pawson (2 cassettes) 

DP. 1127 Preparing for The Millennium (1) 
DP. 1128 Preparing for The Millennium (2) 
David Pawson describes the Biblical meaning of 
the Millennium and questions many false hopes of 
the Church today. 

He discusses how the Millennium truth will affect 
our lives today and challenges us to face up to the 
responsibility to which God has called us. 

AN IMPORTANT TALK 

Price £7 for the two cassettes (inc. post) 
Please send payment with order to: 

Anchor Recordings, 72 The Street, 
Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN24 9HS 
Tel/ Fax: 01233 620958 


Sunday 7th March 6.30pm 

The University Great Hall 

London Road, Reading 

J S Bach 

St Matthew Passion 

Reading Bach Choir 

City of London Chamber Players 

Tickets: £13 - P.T.Lt12 Concessions £9 - Children £4 
From: Hexagon; Hickies; 

Caversham Bookshop or phone 0118 987 1281 



RED CROSS WEEK 
2-8 May 1 999 

Collectors welcomed 
in the following areas 
OXFORDSHIRE, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
-call Linda on 01865 557377 
BERKSHIRE 

-call Anne on 01 189 666645 



Monday 8th - Friday 12th March at 7.15pm 
Saturday 13th 2.00pm & 7.00pm 

The Oxford Gang Show 

Tickets £2.00 - £6.00 

Telephone: 01865 243041 


•★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★• 

J mahesh sharma j 

Teaching Mathematics Successfully J 

+ 4 DAY COURSE FOR TEACHERS & CHILDREN Z 

^ Mastery of basic numeracy skills is essential if an individual is to . 
^ become a productive member of an advanced society. When ^ 
^ children are taught with appropriate methods they are able to ^ 
acquire these skills with ease. This course will explore these ^ 
T methods and the nature of mathematics learning problems. 
Mahesh’s daily lessons with the children demonstrate his use of 3^- 
appropriate methods for teaching concepts, and also proper 
^ questioning technique, essential for the development of concepts. jL 
^ 6-9 APRIL 1999, Leighton Park School, READING J 

^ Apply to: Patricia Brazil, Berkshire Mathematics T 

J Tel: 01 1 8 947 4864 Fax. 01 1 8 946 1 574 J 

Email: trish@berksmathematics.demon.co.uk 

•★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★• 


Leighton Park 
School 

An Independent, co-educational 
boarding and day school for 
pupils aged 11-18 



* High academic standards and a strong emphasis on 
pastoral care 

* Distinctive ethos and sense of community rooted in 
the school's Quaker foundation 

* From September 1999 - no lessons on Saturday morn- 
ings and weekly, flexible boarding will be introduced 

Entrance Tests 

will be held on 

Saturday 6th March & 
Saturday 20th March, 1999. 

Informal open mornings are held most Saturdays during 
term time when there is an opportunity to see the 
school at work and to meet the Head, John Dunston 
and the Deputy Head, Linda Macfarlane. 


To arrange a visit, and to receive an 
application form, please contact: 

Nicola Jones, Registrar, Leighton Park School, 
Shinfield Road, Reading RG2 7ED 
Tel. 0118 987 9600 

Leighton Park Trust is a Registered Charity (No 309144) which 
exists to provide education for boys and girls aged 11-18. 


J&D TOURS 

23 BLENHEIM PALACE, 
AYLESBURY, 
BUCKS HP21 8AH 


SHORT HOUPA Y BREAKS 

Eastbourne Weekend - 3 Days Fri 26th Feb - Sun 28th Feb 
including Mystery Trip £79.00 

Bournemouth Weekend - 3 Days Fri 12th March - Sun 14th 
March including Mystery Trip £79.00 

EASIER ‘99 


The Shanldin Hotel Isle of Wight - 5 Days Thurs 1st April - 
Mon 5th April Mystery outings £175.00 SS £12.00 

Shap Wells Hotel Cumbria - 5 Days Mon 12th April - Fri 
16th April Excursions included £170.00 

Babbacombe Devon - 6 Days Sun 2nd May - Fri 7th May 

Excursions included £190.00 

DAY TRIPS 

Mystery Tour Tea/Coffee & Cake - 18th March, 8th April & 
20th April £5.50 per trip. 

See brochure for details - Just ring Janet on 

01296 334100 
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“The Musical Department Store” 

In addition to traditional musical instruments and pianos we 
have digital pianos, keyboards, studio and stage equipment, 
software, music, CDs and hundreds of musical accessories. 
For personal or professional performance you can rely on us 
to provide you with quality products at value for money 
prices. Our experience also includes specialist export, 
religious and education supplies. Contact us today, we are 
open seven days a week including Thursdays and Fridays 
until 8.00 p.m. 

21 Silbury Arcade, Shopping Centre, Milton Keynes, MK9 3AG. 

Tel: 01908 663366 Fax: 01908 606414 

E-mail: enquiries_mk@chappell-bond-st.co.uk 

www. chappellofbondstreet. co. uk Also at SO New Bond Street, LONDON 


MODERN MUSIC 

ABINGDON READING BASINGSTOKE 

The newly appointed exclusive dealer 
for the entire Oxford diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

instruments for Church and Home 

The most advanced digital organs incorporating 
English samples. The range begins with 


OPUS 1 

Single manual instrument 
with 20 digital sampled 
voices, 7 factory pre-sets, 
7 user pre-sets, melodic 
bass and single finger 
chords. Powerful built-in 
amplifiers and speakers 
with reverb 

£1.995 inc VAT 


OPUS 5 

Twin manual instrument 
with 32 note pedalboard, 
19 digital sampled voices, 
7 factory pre-sets, 7 user 
pre-sets, powerful built-in 
amplifiers and speakers 
with re-verb and line-out for 
optional external speakers 

£4,250 inc VAT 


FOR FREE ADVISORY SERVICE. BROCHURES 
AND FREE SAMPLE CDs CONTACT: 

Modern Music Centre 
120-122 Broad Street Mall, 
Reading RG1 70 A 
Tel: 0118 958 1320 
• Fax: 0118 959 7942 
e-mail:sales @ modmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modem-music.co.uk 
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T he School of St Helen and St Katharine, 
Faringdon Road, Abingdon is an 
Independent Day School for 580 girls 
aged 9 - 18. 

The School offers a broad education combining 
high academic standards with excellence in art, 
music and sport. 

• Academic Scholarships, Bursaries and 
Music Scholarships 
• Entry at 9+, 10+, 11+ and 16+ 

• Outstanding academic results 
• 1998 A level results 79.6% grades A & B 
• 1990 GCSE results 81.7% grades A* & A 
• 150 girls in sixth form 
• Wide range of extra curricular activities 
• Excellent facilities 

For further information or to arrange a visit to the 
School, please contact the Admissions Secretary on 
01235 520173. 
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Jesus wept: why can’t we? 


T he sub-title of this fine book 
Jesus Wept by Vanessa Herrick 
and Ivan Mann (DLT, £10.95) 
‘Reflections on Vulnerability in 
Leadership ’ is misleading because it 
is as much about vulnerability of 
individuals on their private jour- 
neys as it is about those who operate 
in public life and in the service of 
the Church, and it offers penetrat- 
ing insights on all three. 

One is struck throughout by the 
prayerfulness, indeed by the Christ- 
like courtesy, of the approach of 
Herrick and Mann to the quality of 
vulnerability, so often defined as 
weakness, but which they see as a 
strength, if offered to 
God and used in his ser- 
vice. 

‘Vulnerability* is 
defined as the capacity 
‘to weep with those who 
weep and rejoice with 
those who rejoice and not be 
ashamed*. The book opens with a 
startling account of a preacher 
weeping openly before his congrega- 
tion, and asks how people felt about 
this, and whether it ‘should have 
happened at all*. 

Before exploring vulnerability in 
areas such as prayer, hope, trust and 
living in community, the authors 
look at Christ and ask us to consider 
his vulnerability as leader, friend, 
teacher and man of prayer. Their 
reflections on Jesus’ dealings with 
the woman at the well and on the 
death of Lazarus are particularly 
powerful. ‘Jesus wept’ both as man 
and as God, and we weep with him. 

Jesus, they argue, was not 
‘encased in bubble-wrap*. He felt the 
lance and spear. He emptied himself 


to become flesh with us, and yet was 
God. As leader and teacher he sought 
reassurance and love. He commanded 
power, yet had to discern how to use 
it. As the example of Christ is exam- 
ined in relation to all areas of public 
and private life, the reader is chal- 
lenged to consider any vulnerability 
they themselves might feel, and to 
evaluate it in the light of one whose 
ultimate nakedness on the cross was 
total vulnerability. 

‘People,’ we are told, ‘cannot do 
very much until (they) have been 
very much hurt and until (their) 
hearts have been very much broken’ 
(Michael Ramsay). This book, by ref- 
erence to many pastoral 
examples, illustrates 
how our acknowledged 
vulnerability can act as 
a force for good and for 
healing in day-to-day 
life. God is ‘the wound- 
ed surgeon who plies the steel*. It 
was perhaps unprofessional for the 
preacher to break down and weep 
but he was only following the exam- 
ple of Jesus Christ. 

The book ends, as it began, by 
considering the gift of tears. All we 
should desire, as leaders and as fol- 
lowers is, in the words of Ignatius, 
that God should ‘place us with his 
Son*. It is possible that when Jesus 
wept over Jerusalem, he was in the 
place where he could see 
Gethsemane. Here, in the place of 
tears, was also ‘the way of consent*. 
This is a rich and prayerful book, 
and a brave one. A good choice for 
Lent as one approaches the naked- 
ness of the cross. 

Ann Pilling 

Ann Pilling is a well-known writer of 
children’s books. She lives in Oxford 


The book ends, as it 
began, by 
considering the gift 
of tears 


— 



An ABC of Love 


Page by page, in The Easter Alphabet by Anne 
Faulkner (BRF, £3.50) the story of Holy Week 
is built up into a picture which can be 
coloured to look like a stained glass window. 

When speaking to children, the telling of 
the events of Holy Week often jumps from 
Palm Sunday to Easter morning in an attempt 
to spare them the horrors of Good Friday, 
thus missing out the heart of the story. The 
clever use of the alphabet here takes chil- 
dren gently through the events of Holy Week, 
beginning with Jesus’ approach to Jerusalem, 
his anger in the temple, through the pain of 
the crucifixion and the confusion of the dis- 
ciples to their joy at seeing Jesus alive again. 

Jenny Hyson 

Jenny is the Oxford Diocesan Children’s Adviser 


Children at the altar: are we prepared? 


The spirituality the 
world is looking for 

The Hodder Lent book. Praying 
with Jesus (Hodder & Stoughton, 
£6.99) by Rob Warner uses the 
framework of the Lord’s Prayer to 
help us look honestly at ourselves 
and the society we live in. With 
the addition of Bible meditations, 
devotional poems and prayers, 
this book would reward reading 
more than once during Lent. 


What preparation is appropriate for 
children wishing to receive commu- 
nion before they are confirmed, is a 
much-debated question in many 
churches. If being welcomed at the 
Lord’s table is not about understand- 
ing, then is preparation necessary? 

The second part of Margaret Withers’ 
exciting book Welcome to the Lord’s Table 
(BRF, £12.99 leaders’ resource; £2.99 
activity book) addresses this issue head- 
on by seeing the preparation as a 
journey on which the children embark. 


On the journey they will look at their 
place in God’s story as well as their 
place in the Church family. The accom- 
panying activity book will mark the 
stages of the journey as well as clearly 
indicating that the journey goes on. 

Part one of the book includes help- 
ful chapters on the background to the 
issue and offers preparation for congre- 
gations, leaders and the whole family. 
A really helpful resource for both adults 
and children. 

Jenny Hyson 


The long weekend 

The Weekend that Changed the World (MarshallPickering, 
£9.99) is a remarkable book. In a lucid and engaging 
style, Dr Peter Walker (tutor at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford) 
leads us through the events of Holy Week from the last 
supper to the resurrection. However, this is no ordinary 
revisiting of the *Weekend that Changed the World’, for 
the book is overflowing with diagrams, maps and pho- 
tographs which invest Jerusalem and the events which 
took place there so long ago with new life, mystery and 
fascination. 

The book has three sections. In the first the happen- 
ings of that famous weekend are retold. For good or ill 
this is no academic historical tome. Dr Walker simply 
relates a continuous, vivid narrative of what (he thinks) 
happened. In this he strictly follows the Gospel narra- 
tives as far as they go, but happily fills in the story where 
they are silent, such as the visit of the high priest to 
Pilate on the night Jesus was arrested. Throughout this 
section, various pieces of archaeology and historical 
detail are presented, such as the family tree of Jesus - did 
you know that James and John were Jesus’ cousins?. 

The evidence is presented 

‘Where was Jesus executed, buried and raised ?’ is the 
question of the second section. The tone here is notably 
different from the preceding chapter, for while Dr 
Walker presents much evidence, he leaves us to make our 
own conclusion. The section is structured around the 
rival claims of the Holy Sepulchre and the Garden Tomb 
and the fascinating history of both sites is narrated in 
the process. 

Finally, in the third and shortest section, the implica- 
tions of the resurrection are considered, principally by 
setting out how it is viewed within the New Testament 
itself, but also drawing the lives of various Christians 
from throughout history. The book closes with a brief 
consideration of the future of the Garden Tomb as a 
place of quiet and reflection, whatever one’s views of its 
authenticity. 

What future the Garden Tomb? 

No book, not even this one, can be all things to all peo- 
ple. Crucially it is not a historical investigation of the 
events of Jesus’ death and resurrection - the Gospel nar- 
ratives are simply accepted from the start as literally 
true, for example, Jesus* various dying words recorded in 
the different Gospels are given one after another. This 
‘weakness’, however, makes it a perfect accompaniment 
to the Gospels themselves - a particularly suitable read 
during this coming Holy Week. Similarly, if pouring over 
the jig-saw pieces of history leaves one cold, the section 
on the site of the Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection 
may seem over long, although for me this was the most 
gripping part of the book, despite being sceptical of the 
relevance of ‘holy places’ to Christianity. 

I would certainly recommend this book to anyone 
who wants to reflect afresh on the events at the centre of 
the Christian faith. Dr Walker is a stimulating but also 
accessible guide to ‘The Weekend that Changed the 
World’. 

Jeremy Duff 

Jeremy Duff is a Research Fellow at St Cross College, Oxford and 
teaches New Testament for various Oxford colleges 


GRENVILLE COLLEGE 
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Grenville College is located in one of the finest areas of the South West of 
England in the town of Bideford, on the River Torridge near the estuary 
which has a small working port and fishing industry. 

We offer several boarding houses, for hire during the college close down 
period, which gives purpose built dormitories along with single and 2/3 
bedded rooms with excellent catering facilities for full board and self 
catering. 


r 


For further details and a brochure please contact 
the Letting Officer: 

Tel: 01271 344818 or fax 01271 321818 

Grenville College is a registered charity number 306718 
which exists for the purpose of educating children 

Part of the Woodard Corporation 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book 
Most subjects considered 
including, Religion 
Biography. Children's stones 
Poems, Fiction and First Books. 

AVON BOOKS (W) 

1 Dovedale Studios 
465 Battersea, Park Road 
London SW11 4LR 


★★★ 


ULMR 

• DipAO 

• FM&P 

Despfr/Artist 
I in Stained Glass 

I CONSERVATOR 
AND 

RESTORATION 

SPECIALIST 


lelephone/Hmile 

01494 

773712 



NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS C0NSDCTED 

Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, 
Religious, Poetry, Children’s 

AUTHORS WOflUMW* WWTCD 
Writ* or send your manuscript to: 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 3DQ 


St Andrew's Bookshops 

Delighted to support the Alpha Initiative 


SPECIAL 


Branches at: 

Great Missenden 
Maidenhead 
Wolverton 
St Clements & 

St Ebbes, Oxford 
Reading 
Witney 
Wokingham 






Tel: 01494 862168 
Tel: 01628 621985 
Tel: 01908 221331 

Tel: 01865 247567 
Tel: 0118 9576078 
Tel: 01993 709429 


Tel: 0118 977671^ 
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Brain in a spin? The 
world crowding in? This 
may be the moment to 
think of going on a 
retreat. 

For many people, 
certainly, it is in times of 
pressure or stress that the 


idea of making a retreat 
takes root. 

But why wait? Why 
shelve the idea until the 
pressure begins to bite? 

The pilgrimages and 
retreats that feature 
regularly in the media 


WYDALE 

York Diocesan 


M0RLEY 


RETREAT HOUSE 

Centre 

"A PLACE FOR ALL 


In a quiet, peaceful country 

REASONS IN ALL SEASONS" 


setting near Derby. 

Wydale is a self financing. 


We invite you to join us for 

registered charily aiming to 


any of our 

meet the spiritual, educational 


1999 House Events, 

and welfare needs of 


including: 

individuals and groups. 


"Holy Week Retreat" 

Ideal for conferences, training 


29 March - 1 April 

courses, parish holidays and 


led by Sister Pippa CHN 

retreats. Group and individual 


"When Life is Unfair" 

guests welcome. 


30 April - 2 May 

Also, self-catering for groups 


with Canon Trevor Dennis 

in the Kmmaus Centre. 


"Christ, Stress & Stillness" 

HOLIDAYS/ BREAKS 1999 


4-6 June 

1-8 April: faster Walking Break 


with Wanda Nash 

24-28 May: Spring Break 


"Embroidery, Calligraphy & 

24-31 July: Summer Bargain 


Prayer" 

Break (1) 


19-23 July 

31 July - 


with Rev. Leonard Childs & 

7 August- Summer Bargain 


Susan Moor 

Break (2) 


"Rediscover the Old 

6-10 Sept: '21-101' Break 


Testament" Bible Summer 

20-24 Sept: Autumn Walking 


School 

Break 


7-14 August 

23-28 Dec: Christmas I louseparty 


with Margaret Baker 

For further details please 


"An Open Retreat" 

contact: The Warden, 


15-17 Oct 

Wydale Hall, York Diocesan 


with Bro. Peter Douglas SSF 

Centre, Brompton by 


For further details of these events 

Sawdon, Scarborough, 


and/or a complete House 

North Yorks. Y013 9DG 


Programme please contact 

Tel: 01723 859270 or 


Morley Retreat House, Church 

Fax: 01723 859702 


Lane, Morley, Derby DE7 6DE 

Reg. Charity No. 244976 


Tel: (01332) 831293 





are a reminder that all 
sorts of people at all 
sorts of times step over 
the threshold into the 
peace-filled welcome of 
a retreat house. Arriving 
on the same day, 

DISCOVER v 
BRITAIN'S 
SECRET 
WORLD! 


... Relaxing Canal holidays in 
comfortable boats through 
beautiful countryside 
Family or group boats. 
Tuition included 
Brochure: MIDDLEWICH 
NARROWBOATS 
70 Canal Terrace, Middlewich, 
Cheshire CW10 9BD 
Tel: 01606 832460 
Christian Workers ' discount • please ask. 


College of the &tolg Spirit 
WUlpott, Jsle of Cumbtue 



Holiday and Retreat 
House situated on the 
beautiful island of 
Cumbrae in Scotland and 
attached to the Cathedral fo The Isles, Britain's 
smallest cathedral. Open throughout the year to 
groups and individuals. 

Further information including retreat programme 

for 1999, available from The Warden , The College, 

Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 OHE 

Tel: 01475530353 

Fax: 01475 530204 

Ema il: tccu m brae@a rgyll. a nglica n.org. 


LAKE 

DISTRICT 


"WHITBARROW FARM" 

Enjoy a holiday on a 255 acre dairy 
farm, situated on a quiet attractive 
hilltop position with delightful views 
of surrounding hills and valley, yet 
only half a mile from the A66 road 
and 7 miles from M6 motorway. 
Accommodation includes: 

* 1 double with en suite/ 

1 twin with en suite 

* 1 Kingsize bed en suite 

* Full English breakfast 

* Tea making facilities available in 
all rooms 

* Colour TV in all rooms 

* Full central heating and 
comfortable TV lounge 

Mrs Harris welcomes guests to stay 
single nights or longer. 

Children welcome. 

SAE for brochure and terms: 

Mrs Mary Harris, Whitbarrow 
Farm. Berrier, PENRITH, 

Cumbria CA11 OXB 
Tel: 017684 83366 



LAKE DISTRICT 
WINDERMERE 

Luxury, self catering apartments 
in beautiful grounds. Lake and 
village few minutes away. 
C/H, fully equipped. 
Ample car parking. 

Open all year with 
special Winter rates. 
Contact Mrs Jenny Parsons 
tel: 01 5394 43532 


C HHISTIAN 
ENDEAVOUR 
HOLIDAY 
CENTRES 



Trie Christian 
Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 


Beechwood Court 
Conwy, N. Woles 
tr 01492 593405 

St Rhadagunds 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
it 01983 852160 

Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Norfolk 
ir 01263 822524 


Brockley Hall 
Saltbum, Cleveland 
it 01287 622329 

St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea # N. Wales 
tr 01492 544128 

• J 998 Colour brochure 
plus further details 
it 01695 573372 


Lowenna Manor 
Rock, Cornwall 
it 01706 355359 

The Pleasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
it 01263 579 212 

Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 
tr 01772 728078 

Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowenna Manor and The Pleasaunce 
Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid-Week Breaks: 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 

. Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity . 


CHRISTIAN 
(J) RAVEL 



SERVICES Ltd^ 0 

T<rt rS 

Oberammergau Passion Play 2000 
The Holy Land from £299 
Brochures available from 

0800 7833290 

PO Box 29, Chard, Somerset TA20 2YY 

Agent for ATOL Licence holders 


therefore, might be a 
businessman wanting to 
get away from the 
telephone, a woman 
recovering from illness, 
a young youth worker 
wanting to pray for her 
work. All have heard in 
some way or other the 
invitation. 'Come away 
by yourself for a while, 
and rest. And not 


everyone who comes has 
a clearly defined faith - 
often just a sense that at 
this moment a period of 
rest and reflection is 
what is needed. 

Is the urge to go on 
retreat just a part of the 
millenium fascination 
with things spiritual? If 
there is a link between 
the vast majority of first- 


PENTRENANT HALL 

★ Quality accommodation for your groups next holiday, 
conference or field-trip. 

★ Competitive self catering or full/part board rates for 
20-53 people. 

★ Various recreational facilities (inc. t 

outdoor pool) on rural 5 acre site, fhjj ]|3 03 JfX?- 

★ One hour from West Midlands 

Further details and a colour , toir, 

brochure from: D w * 011 * 1 ? 

Peter Rees, Pentrenant Hall, Churchstoke, 

Montgomery, Powys SY15 6TG 
Tel: (01586) 620450 Fax: 620150 


Winchester House G.F.S. 

A Church of England Holiday Centre at 
Shanklin on the Isle of Wight. 

We have vacancies for groups of 25 or more on 
full board, great views, pleasant atmosphere. 
Dates available in April, May, Whitsun and July 
For more details, contact: 

The Warden on 01983 862441 



Brochure: 

E Morgan 

Tel/Fax: 01680 300536 
E-mail: 

doortrust @ aol.com 


THE DOOR 
TRUST CENTRE 

Scotland - Isle of Mull 

(3 hours from Glasgow) 
Comfortable, warm house/ retreat for 
up to 2 family groups/ church 
houseparty. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
dining room and large lounge. Library 
of over 2500 Christian titles and 500 
tapes. STB star rated. Weekly lets. 
Peaceful and secluded, abundant 
wildlife: otters, eagles, deer, puffins etc. 



Community 


ReduViection 


A peaceful House of Retreat in a picturesque 
setting. Sleeps 23. Group/individual bookings. 
For a full programme of Open Retreats for 
Clergy and Laity, apply to the Warden. 

St. Francis’ House, Hemingford Grey, 
Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 9BJ 
Tel: 01480 462185 



EDWARD WILSON 

HOUSE 

A place of stillness and peace in the heart of London - 
the headquarters of The Guild of Health, an ecumenical 
Christian organisation dedicated to seeking wholeness 
through spirituality. We offer days for guided reflection and 
reorientation on our inner journey, and teaching workshops on 
aspects of pastoral spirituality; also a library, bookshop, chapel and 
meeting room, available for use by other organisations. 

Details: The Revd Deacon Antonia Lynn, Edward Wilson House, 
26 Queen Anne Street, London W1M 9LB 
(tel. 0171 5802492) 


Pilgrim 2000 



"Pilgrim 2000: Rediscovering Holy Land 
Pilgrimage." Essential reading for all 
Millennium pilgrims to the Holy Land. 
Ring for your FREE copy on 

0181 675 6828 


If 


McCabe 


PILGRIMAGES 


time retreatants, it is not 
just this, nor is it just 
crisis of stress. Rather it 
is the longing to give 
quality time to the 
exploration of their inner 
world and the need for a 
spiritual life. Many find 
that the normal routine 
of daily life makes it 
hard to explore the inner, 
world. 


A retreat is a period 
when you can allow God 
to be creative with you - 
when you can spend time 
discovering and 
rediscovering what feeds 
you spiritually, and 
reflecting on the 
priorities in your life. 
With the variety of 
retreat houses and 
programmes in the 


CHRISTIAN HOUSE EXCHANGE 
FELLOWSHIP (CHEF) 

Looking for a cheap holiday? Why not exchange your home 
with another Christian family? It's safe and simple. 

SAE for details to: 

Peter Worsley, DM Karakorum, 

Sunnyfield Lane, Up Hatherley, Cheltenham 
GL51 6JE or telephone 01242 521886 



retreat movement, there 
is something for 
everyone. 

Whatever it is that 
draws other people, there 
comes a time for each of 
us when we want to 
make the jump; when we 
move from being 
interested in hearing 
about retreats to actually 
booking one. Whether it 
is something done on 
impulse or something we 
have had in mind for a 
while, there will be 
questions. What is the 
best way to go about it? 

Here are some 
practical guidelines 
which may help if you 
are ready to take the 
plunge. 

Continued on 
Page 17 


THE 

CHERWELL 

CENTRE 

14-16 Norham Gardens, 
Oxford 0X2 6QB 
Tel: 01865 552106 
Fax: 01865 558183 
E-mail: chenvell@enterprise.net 



COMING COURSES / 
RETREATS: 

12-14 MARCH 
WOMEN IN BIBLE AND 
TRADITION 
29 MARCH - 4 APRIL 
HOLY WEEK 
Opportunity for private or 
individually guided Retreats 
30th APRIL - 2nd MAY 
BASIC ENNEAGRAM 
WORKSHOP 
4th-6th JUNE 
WOMEN AND 
HOLINESS 
An exploration of the 
question: 

Is Holiness healthy for 
women? 

6th- 13th SEPTEMBER 
PAINTING AND 
PRAYER 

Creative Arts Retreat 
Movement 

8th - 10th OCTOBER 
CHALLENGE AND 
PROMSIE 
Muslim and Christian 
women in dialogue 
For further information and 
all our 1999 programme, 
please apply to the above 



Christian Guild 
Holidays for the best 
in UK Christian 
Holidays. Six centres 
in superb locations 
around England. 

Fun, faith and 
fellowship for all 
ages. 

Holidays and short 
breaks - special 
interest breaks - 
coach and walking holidays. 

Send now for your 24 page colour brochure and 
discover why so many Christians make Christian 
Guild Holidays their No.1 choice! s r ^ 

24 hour FREEPHONE brochure line: V j v v 

0800 279 3126 



Christian Guild Holidays, FREEPOST 
Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 9BR 


RYDAL HALL 

at the heart of the Lakes with prayer at its heart 
Conferences, Retreats, Holidays and Away-days 

for individuals, groups and families 

An historic Lake District House providing full-board accommodation for 56, with 
a 36-bed self-catering Youth Centre, open throughout the year. Campsite for youth 
organisations open from Easter to September. 

The 30-acre Estate offers opportunities for walking, swimming, painting, 
ornithology, games, meditation and prayer. 

Rydal Hall is run by a resident Christian community of volunteers who live out their 
Christian vocation in prayer and service to guests. Guests are always welcome to 
join the community in the chapel for any of the four services each day. 

Come to stay in beautiful Lakeland in an atmosphere of prayer to experience God's 
gift of renewal in your life. Accommodation is usually available on weekdays for 
private guests and small groups. Advance booking is necessary for groups and 
weekends. 

Liturgical Training Day: Friday 12th March 10am - 4.45pm 
Members of the Liturgical Commission: Cost £15 
Holy Weeks: Saturday 27th March to Thursday 1st April 

The Warden: Cost £155 

Holy Week and Easter: Thursday 1st to Tuesday 6th April 

The Warden: Cost £200 

Retreat for Clergy: Monday 26th to Friday 30th April 
Fr. Clifford Green C.R.: Cost £125 
"Friends of Rydal Hall": Friday 30th April to Monday 3rd May 

Cost £85 

In addition to our programme the following weekend dates are still available for 
group bookings for this year. 

Friday 5 March - Sunday 7 March 
Friday 25 June - Sunday 27 June 
Friday 16 July - Sunday 18 July 
Friday 24 September - Sunday 26 September 

Enquiries about our programme, group events and private retreats are always welcome. 
Ambleside, Cumbria LA22 9LX 
Tel: 015394 32050 Fax: 015394 34887 
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Things to check 

* Take time to choose a 
retreat house where you 
will feel at peace 

Look at the programme, 
even if you plan to make 
a private retreat - that is, 
even if you are not going 
to join in something 
organised. If the titles in 
the programme grate on 
you, it’s likely that the 
ethos of the house will 
jar with you also. 

* How much silence? Do 
you seek silence? Will 
you be expected to be 
silent? If so, when and 
for how long? Is there 
likely to be enough 
silence? 

* Might you welcome 


guidance during the 
retreat or prayer 
ministry? 

If so, mention this when 
you book (even if you 
may later change your 
mind), to check that it is 
available. 

* Special needs? If you 
have special needs in 
respect of 

accommodation (e.g. a 
ground-floor room) or 
your diet (e.g. a food 
allergy), let the retreat 
house know in advance. 
Don't worry that these 
needs will be seen as 
trivial: retreat houses 
will do their best to help, 
but they will need 
advance notice so that 


Community of 
All Hallows 

Anglican (open to all) 
Ditchingham, Bungay NR35 2DT 

Tel: 01986 892749 

We run Retreat Centres for group bookings 
and Retreat Houses for individual bookings. 
A choice of full board or self-catering. 
We also offer a programme of retreats 
throughout the year. 

A registered charity 


House of the Open Door 

- home of a lay Christian community - 
Retreats, conferences, holidays. 

Church groups, individuals and families welcome 
Full board, good home cooking, acres of farmland and 
gardens. 

Lots of space and quiet. 

For details, contact Maria 

Childswickham House, Childswickham, Broadway, 
Worcestershire WR7 2HH 
Tel: 01386 852084 Fax/tel: 01386 858751 
Registered Charity No 1064343 


iCIITO.t* 





Wondering where to 
make your next retreat, 
alone or as part of a group? 

St Gildas offers: 

an atmosphere of 

Quiet - Peace - Love 

Why not join the growing family of delighted visitors? 
Further details from: 

Rev Deacon David Wakefield 
St Gildas Christian Centre, 

The Hill, Langport, Somerset TA10 9QF 
Tel: 01458 250496. Fax: 01458 251293 
email: Dave.Gildas@BTlntemet.com 
Clifton Catholic Diocesan Trustees 
Registered Charity No 233977 


‘Providing for your spiritual needs.’* Convent or si 


r.»T« 


lewer 




^Spirituality 

I ,pn 


,entre 


John Baptist, Hatch Lane. Windsor, Berks, SL4 3QR 
Tel 01753 850618 Fax 01753 869989 

1999 

March 5-7 'A Healing Journey to The Cross'. A retreat for Lent - 
Canon Stephen Side hot hum 

May 21-23 'Come Holy Spirit - Unite Us'. A Retreat for Pentecost - 
Andy Gilmour 

June 4-13 8 Day Individually Guided Retreat. 

September 24-26 Listening to God in Scripture and Life - 
Revd. Raymond Avent 

October z2-24 'God, of Your GtMKJncss give me Yourself. - 
Mother Julian of Norwich - Mother Ann Verena C.J.G.S. 

For further details apply to: The Administrator/Wurden 



ECTON HOUSE 

Peterborough 
Diocese Retreat & 

Conference Centre 

Ecton House has a long history of welcoming 
visitors. William Hogarth came here to paint and 
relax, Benjamin Franklin to seek his Ecton 
forebears. Today, we welcome a wide range of 
national, diocesan, and parish groups as well as 
charity, business, local authority and education 
users. A beautiful 17th century country rectory, 
Ecton House overlooks the fine 12th century 
parish church of St. Mary Magdalene. Here 
warm blend of past and present will provide you 
with the perfect setting for study, retreat or 
training. 

We offer Retreat, Conference, Training and 
Meeting facilities for day groups of up to 60 and 
residential groups of up to 27. Getting to Ecton 
couldn’t be easier: St. Pancras to Wellingborough 
45 minutes; Euston to Northampton 70 minutes; 
Cambridge, Oxford and Birmingham - all within 
one hour. 

For more information please contact the 
Warden, Ecton House, Church Way, Ecton 
Northampton NN6 0QE. Tel: 01604 406442 Fax: 
01604 787052. Email: evanssj@globalnet.co.uk 


they can prepare 

* Will you be asked to 
help? In most cases 
retreat houses will want 
to serve you in every 
way. Some may ask you 
to help with tasks such 
as the washing-up, for 
example. If this kind of 
participation concerns 
you, check before you 

go- 

Things to bring 

* Anything the retreat 
house advises you will 
need. 

* A means of recording 
your ideas or feelings - 
such as a notebook, 
paints or embroidery. 

* Waterproofs and/or sun 
cream - retreats can 
provide wonderful 


opportunities to be close 
to nature! 

* Openness - an 
openness to face yourself 
and God. 

* Willingness to move on 
in faith - even if it means 
learning how to stay still. 

Things to leave 
behind 

* Unfinished work or 
reading - all the things 
you never have time for! 

* Any rigid agenda for 
what you hope will 
happen during the 
retreat - a gentle 
timetable can help give 
structure to the retreat, 
but avoid dictating to 


Herefordshire/ 
Wye Valley 

Beautiful, varied countryside, pure 
fresh air, now you choose ... 
cosseted in our lovely farmhouse en 
suite bedrooms, enjoying a 
scrumptious breakfast or relax in a 
self-catering cottage, two en-suite 
bedrooms, fully equipped to a very 
high standard, suitable 
disabled/wheelchair guests. B&B from 
L 1 9.00pp 

2 Crowns Highly commended. 
Cottage from £180.00 per week 
linen, heat, electric included 
4 Keys Highly Commended. 

Brochure: Tel/Fax 01432 26MS9 
Mrs Jenny Layton, Grafton Villa, 


\t\ the p 



Self-Catering • 
Central England 
• Wide Cotswold 
Choice + Oxford / 
Windsor / Malverns 
Free Brochure: 
Tel: 01993 831495 
or 831743 Fax: 
01993 831095 

cottage@cotswoldO.demon.co.uk 


yourself or to God what 
you will receive from 
God, and when. It is 
wonderful if you do have 
a 'mountain : top' 
experience, but some 
retreats that later prove 
to have been especially 
fruitful are occasions in 
which what was 
happening was not at all 
obvious at the time. 

* Anything intrusively 
noisy ; or just noisy; or 
just intrusive. If you 
bring a mobile phone, be 
prepared to leave it 
switched off. 

You may have your own 
completely different 
questions. That's fine - 
do ask them! The staff at 



retreat houses welcome 
the opportunity to talk 
about what they can 
offer. For each of us 
different things will be 
important in being able 
to relax and benefit from 
a retreat: as far as you 
can, think through in 
advance what will help 
you. If it is clear that 
either the house or the 
retreat is unlikely to be 
appropriate for you, the 
staff will say so. 

Finally, and most 
importantly, come with 
an open mind - come 
prepared to be surprised. 
A retreat is a chance to 
develop a two-way 
relationship with God; 
and God, who rejoices in 
meeting us, often 
chooses to build up the 


OFFA HOUSE 

Coventry Diocesan Retreat & Conference Centre 
a place of renewal and peace in beautiful countryside 

SPRING/SUMMER EVENTS 

include: 

28-30 June: 'Earth by Heaven Surrounded' 
Open Retreat with Rev Eric Delve 
19-21 March: 'Healing Our Humanity' 
open Lent Retreat with Rev Russ Parker 
7-9 May: "Catching God's Dream" 

Julian Retreat with Canon Gillian Sanderson 
28 August - 4 September: 
'Individually Guided Retreat' 

Revs Michael & Sharon Simpson 
+ Team Part weeks possible 
Full programme, including regular Quiet Days 
and Half Days available from: 

Revs M&S Simpson, Offa House, 
Offchurch, Leamington Spa 
CV33 9AS 
Tel: 01926 423309 


The Park Hotel 

Seafront • Paignton 
Tel: 01803 557856 

NEW FOR 
1999! 
LIFT TO 
ALL 

FLOORS 

Discount for 
coach parties. 
Children 
under 10 - FREE 
Ring now 
for your brochure. 
The Christian 
Family Hotel 
A warm welcome awaits 
you from Suzanne 
and staff 
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Burstone Manor 

A Christian Holiday Retreat and 
Conference Centre in a peaceful 
setting in beautiful mid-Devon. 
Ideal for personal retreats, family 
holidays and church groups of all 
ages. Open all year. 
Accommodation for up to 50 
guests with a family atmosphere 
and good food. 

Bargain Breaks £80 (half board) 
Monday to Friday 
Further (kails from: 

Gary and Mary Lee 
Burstone Manor, 

Centre far foist Trust, Bow, 
Crediton, Devon EX17 6LB 
or tel: 01363 82261 



Peter and Liz Heywood invite you to 
4 enjoy a relaxing self-catering holiday 
on the unspoilt Roseland Peninsula, 
South Cornwall 

Trewince Manor 

PORTSCATHO 

High quality timber lodges, cedarwood 
bungalows and small touring site in the manor 
house grounds. Spectacular sea views, abundant 
wildlife, lovely walks, safe clean beaches nearby, 
own quay and moorings. Informal fellowship. 
Tel: (01872) 580289 Fax:(01872) 580694 


Irme Stoap 

We can provide a supportive, peaceful and 
caring environment for individuals or small 
groups who need a period of reflection or 
recuperation. Enjoy time away in an attractive 
former Station House and Signal Box 
overlooking a river in rural Lincolnshire. 

For more details, write to: Graham & Valerie 
Byers, Station House, Stixwould, Woodhall Spa 
LN10 5HW; telephone 01526 352548; e-mail 
timeaway@stixwold.surfaid.org 


Launde Abbey 



La unde Abbey is a gracious Tudor Manor House set in 450 acres of parkland in 
a secluded Leicestershire valley. Open to all denominations Laundc Abbey can 
accommodate up to 58 people. Groups both large and small as well as individual 
retreatants are always welcome. Members of the resident community lead daily 
worship and Eucharist. 

For further details or a copy of our colour brochure and current programme 
please contact. 

Launde Abbey, East Norton, Leicestershire. LE7 9XB. 

Tel 01572 717254 Fax 01572 717454 
Email laundeabbe y @ leicester.anal icaiLQfg 

Or visit the Launde Web site 

http://homepages.webleicester.co.uk/laundeahbeyAvelcoroc-htm 



Conference and 

JL ^ etreat Centre 
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courses and events. ^ w 

send for one today and avoid disappointment. Here is a taste: 
June 14-18 Summer School with James 

Torrance and Larry Hurtado 
June 19-25 Bird-Watching 

Aug 14-28 Edinburgh Festival Courses 

Aug 28-01 Exploring Celtic Heritage 

Sept 1-4 Theatre of the Gospel 

Oct 8-10 Understanding Abuse 

For these, other courses or just some time apart, 
contact: Margaret Hood, Carberry, Musselburgh 
EH21 8PY 

Tel: 0131 665 3135 Fax: 0131 665 2930 



£ St. Katharine's, Parnoor 

_J Henley on Thames 


Community of the Sue Ryder Prayer 
Fellowship, Parmoor - an oasis of 
peace set in the rural tranquility of the Chiltems. In 
the spirit of ecumenism Parmoor welcomes those of 
all denominations and none, for day and residential 
retreats. 

Contact: The Warden, Parmoor, Nr Frieth, 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN 

Tel. 01494 881037 



H0UPAYTIME? 
LEARN TO SAIL 
or SIMPLY RELAX 

by the RIVER MEDINA on the ISLE of WIGHT 

RYA RECOGNISED SAILING 
SCHOOL 

All ACES - ALL ABILITIES 

WILDLIFE STUPY PAYS 
MOTHER ACTIVITIES 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
OPTIONAL DEVOTIONAL SESSIONS 

ALSO TUTORED FIELDWORK COURSES KSI to A LEVEL 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES • BIOLOGY • GEOGRAPHY • GEOLOGY 

MedlnaViBley FAMILY & GROUP 



mi OUTDOOR IPUCATION DISCOUNTS 

PHONE 01983 - 52195 FOR FREE BROCHURE 


JREATS 


relationship in ways we 
least expect. 

Michael & Sharon 
Simpson 

Rev Michael & Rev 
Sharon Simpson are 
Wardens at Offa 
House, and Advisers 
for Spirituality for 
Coventry Diocese. 


HILL TOP FARM 
Herefordshire 

Real farmhouse accommodation away 
from all the pressures. Breathtaking 
views. Ideal for shod or longer breaks. 
Well-appointed rooms en suite or own 
bathroom. Wealth of nature, walks, 
history, places of interest. 
tasilM A Pilar Jetting, til: UNI 5M 241 
kumrmvmriiiinMMU 
COMMENDED ## 2 crowns 


Carmarthenshire 
Missionary Centre 

Have a complete break from the 
demands of your ministry at 

Ty Brasil Mansion 

a retreat haven for 
Missionaries, Church Leaders, 
Alph, Prayer and Church 
Groups welcome. 

Enjoy the tranquil beauty of 
the Mid Wales hills. 
Varied home cooking and a 
peaceful house. 

Also available: 
Self-catering 3 bedroom unit 
Phone John and Sheila 
Richards 

01558 650213 


Christian 

Students 


i 


Flying from 
Gatwick? 

For low cost 
accommodation and 
holiday parking 

(6 minutes from airport) 
contact: 

Springicood Guest House 
58 Massctte Road, Horlev, 
Surrey RH6 7DS 
Tel: 01293 775998 
Fax: 01293 823103 
e-mail: 

emcst@springwood58.u-net.coin 

URL: 

www.sprtngwood58.u-net.com 


required for holiday work 
in Cornwall this summer. 
Come and see the full 
eclipse! 

Full board and pay 
provided. 

Trewince Manor, 
Portscatho. 
FREEPHONE 
0500 657861 



Healing Ministry Training School 

6 Months of dynamic training in Evangelism. Healing and Deliverance 
Using the HEAR-SEE-DO approach. 

Suitable for all ages and stages in life. 

Vacancies on: September 1999 - March 2000 School 
For full details, contact the NETS office at 

Ellel Ministries 


international 


P ierrepoint. F rensfiam. Farnham. Surrey GU10 3DL 
Tel: 01252 794060 Fax: 01252 792314 
e-mail nets@pierrepont.ellel.org.uk. website, www.ellelministries.org 


COSY COTTAGE RETREAT 

in Delightful Cotswold Village 

We offer two charming stone cottages, overlooking 
Elkstone's picturesque Norman church. Each cottage is 
furnished and equipped to a comfortably high standard, 
featuring open plan living room, log fire and galleried 
double bedroom. 

Whether you are seeking o peaceful holiday or a spiritual 
retreat, our prayer is that each of our guests will be 
refreshed and blessed through their stay with us. 

For brochure telephone Jane Court: 01242 870418 
(or 870414 during business hours) 


HOLIDAY 


SKYE 



1 Fellowship Holiday Weeks 

* Comfortable well run hotel • STB 2 star Hotel 

> Attractive en-suite bedrooms • Finest Scottish food 

* Refreshing Christian fellowship 
» TV/ Phone/ Kettles all rooms 

* Special 4-Night and 7-Nighr Rates 
» Magnificent island scenery 

For colour brochure, contact: 

Mr and Mrs lain MacPberson 
DunringeU Hotel, Kyieakin, Isle of Skye, 
— * * *44180 



HBBRON WML 

emssnm cbntrb 

CROSS COMMON ROAD, DMAS POWYS 


An attractive late 19th century house, set in 
7.5 acres of landscaped gardens, located four 
miles south west of Cardiff. Offering 
comprehensive residential facilities for, 
conferences, weekend retreats, house parties. 
Youth Summer Camps etc. for 92 guests. 
Other facilities include; Games Room, 
Creche, 20 metre Indoor Swimming Pool, 
Gymnasium and Tennis courts. 

NEW FACILITIES FOR 1999 

Refurbished Conference block which can be 
used as a self contained unit or as an 
extension to the existing facilities. 
Constructed and furnished to a very high 
standard with all bedrooms having their own 
facilities, accommodating up to 32 guests. 
Accommodation includes: 

14 bedrooms with full en-suite facilities 
Lounge 

Fully equipped kitchen 
Dining Room 

Conference Room (seating 150) 

For further details: 

Tel. 01222 515665 or FAX 01222 515776 
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One Hundred years of Sunday Schools 

As The DOOR celebrates its 1 00th issue, Jenny Hyson, Diocesan Adviser for Children, looks at the way Sunday School education 
has changed over the last one hundred years - and finds there are still lessons to be learnt 


W hen George Hamilton Archibald 
was invited to England in 1902 
to give a series of lectures on 
the education of children, his message 
was to change the face of the Sunday 
School movement in all denominations 
in this country and abroad. 

Archibald shifted the emphasis of the 
curriculum away from Bible study as the 
primary task to the child, who was to be 
seen as a growing, developing person, 
rather than as a miniature adult. 

‘All education begins, not with the les- 
son, not with the teacher, but with the 
child/ said Archibald (The Decentralised 
Sunday School cl907). ‘The child’s love of 
nature must be respected. The appeal 
must be made principally through the 
child’s imagination and his emotions 
rather than through his intellect’. 

By 1908 the Sunday School Union had 
set up a New 
Buildings 
Committee to put 
up new buildings 
and adapt exist- 
ing ones for 
Sunday School 
use. A report 
from that year 
says: ‘Our build- 
ings are by no 
means suitable; 
we have to place 
children on the 
piano and win- 
dow ledges, 
whilst 170 infants 
are crowded into 
a room only large 
enough for 50. 

Lavatory accom- 
modation is 
lamentably inade- 
quate*. 

The improve 
ments continued 
until 1924 when 
a new handbook 
was brought out 
to give advice on 
further change. 

However when 


the Second World War broke out, many 
of the buildings were commandeered for 
civil defence use and others were dam- 
aged by bombing. Nearly 100 years on, 
and there seems to have been little 
change in some of our church premises. 
There are often still no lavatories and 
many junior church leaders have to work 
in cramped conditions. 

However where adaptations have been 
made, the additional space and light, 
warmth and flexibility enable the chil- 
dren to express themselves and also 
facilitate group work and a creative use 
of space in worship. 

Children move into the church 

In 1942 what could be called the ‘Family 
Church Campaign’ had a profound effect 
on churches of all denominations. The 


Methodist and Presbyterian Church of 
England developed its own commission 
on youth and commended the idea in 
Children and the Church published in 1959. 
The Baptist Union adopted its own 
Family Church patterns as did the 
Church of England, which had already 
been alerted to the problems of passing 
on the faith to a new generation 
through its publications Parish Eucharist 
and Towards the Conversion of England. 

A discussion in another publication 
( Confirmation Today 1913-1936) on the 
admission of baptised children to the 
Eucharist before their confirmation, is 
still a live issue in many churches. 

Today the life of the child has changed 
out of all recognition. Family life, educa- 
tion, rules on health and safety and the 
Children Act of 1989 all shape the way 
we work with children now. Meanwhile 


children face new pressures as they 
become targets in a consumer market 
through the influence of television, the 
internet, videos and computers. 

In 1989, when the report Children in the 
Way first appeared, it recognised the 
good work that had been done, but also 
showed that 85 per cent of children 
under the age of 15 had no known links 
with the Church at all. 

Symbols of the Christian faith 

Ten years on, those youngsters are now 
young adults and this must have impli- 
cations not just for the way we work 
with children, but with whole families. I 
have recently been reading some very 
exciting studies on children’s spirituali- 
ty where the language and symbols of 
the Christian faith are presented in tan- 
gible forms, and the children are 

encouraged to 
explore stories 
from the Old and 
New Testaments. 
They are then 
encouraged to 
respond by creat- 
ing their own 
forms of worship. 
The emphasis is 
much as George 
Hamilton 
Archibald sug- 
gested 100 years 
ago: that the edu- 
cation begins, not 
with the lesson or 
the teacher but 
with the child. 
Why are we so 
slow to learn 
what Jesus him- 
self taught us? 

‘Let the children v 
come to me and 
do not stop them, 
because the 
Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as 
these’ 

(Luke 18: 16). 


L-VhE cK 12. 
v 13-2.1 


•4V* 

© 

RiCI-\?! 
FOOL. I 


TK&re wgkS once, 
certain rich 
WHO . rrxxnrj 

cars ... 







Vver 50'$ holidays 
to remember... 


...on the beautiful Isle of Wight 
and the Norfolk Coast. 

• FULL BOARD • 

• FULL ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAMME • 
• CENTRALLY HEATED CHALETS • 

• TRANSPORT ARRANGED AND 
INCLUSIVE FROM YOUR AREA • 

Make friends 
and enjoy 
a great 
value holiday. 

mw 
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BROCHURE REQUEST & INFORMATION 
HOTLINE 

® 01493 733610 


ClmUt Lobqe. 

*3*) A 'Btutklast 
Fishing & Walking nearby 
Non smoking house 
ETB/WCTB listed I commended 
from £15 p.p. per nigbi 
Vivian & Roy Hawkesby 
Clumber Lodge 
New Road, Churchill (A38) 
North Somerset 
Tel: 01934 852078 


ELEGANT EASTBOURNE 

Easy parting - Peaceful atmosphere 
Comfortable en- suite rooms 
Lovely Food 

Come as Guests - Leave as Friends 
Short Breaks 

Choice Magazine Discounts 

OAKWOOD 

HOTEL 

28 JEV1NGTON GARDENS 
BN21 4HN 

Tel: 01323 721900 


Euro Hotel 

53 G^twright Gardens. 
Russell Square. 

London WCiH 9EI 
Tel: 0171 3874321 
Fox: 0171 383 5044 

www.eurohotel.co.uk 
Visit the sights of LONDON, then put your feet up m the 


To Hte excrtemenT )f Oxford Street and other attractions. 
Got kids? We have special prices for families. 
Grown-ups pay from £20 to £60 per person 
including English breakfast. 

CALL FOR BROCHURE 


THE SALVATION ARMY 
HOTELS 
IN LONDON 

Excellent conference facilities 
at 

CAMBRIA HOUSE 

37 HUNTER STREET, LONDON WC1N 1BJ 
TEL: 0171 837 1654 
FAX: 0171 837 1229 
or 

VANDON HOUSE 

1 VANDON STREET; LONDON SW1H OAH 
TEL: 0171 799 6780 
Jfr XsOm 799 1464 

Friendly, warm* 'home away from home' atmosphere, 
smart clean and reasonably priced B&B. 


y0WWWimr .\ * Vwevrmvr^ It Lll UVJLLT. 

coffee making facilities in all rooms. 

Full catering facilities available. 
f0 Main Une and Underground Stations. 

Conference or Seminar needs up / 
^ 0 Vandon and 15 at Cambria. 

■ overhead projector and flip chart faci I it, 

*ing either number above for full details. 


UUK3E 

SLEEPS 20-' 
Self Caterii 
& Hotel 

BRAYLIN 

MANOR 

Perfect for self-caterii 
group celebrations. 
Near sea, all en-suiti 
gardens, table tennii 
pool table, piano 
BRAYLING MANC 
01297 5602 


PATH 

MONKSH1LL 

Shaft Road, Monkton 
Combe, Bath BA2 7HL 
Tel/Fax 01225 833028 

Five minutes from the centre of 
Bath lies this secluded and very 
comfortable countiy residence. 

Hewrover one of the most 
spectacularly beautiful parts of the 
Avon Valley. The drawing room. 


" EXMOOR " 

rgm 

Self-catering Cottages 

In the centre of the National Part; 
2 houses & 2 bungalows on 
private estate. Very quiet & 
peaceful. Super views down the 

Barle valley & over the moor. 

welcome. Individual gardens. 
Sleep 2. 4. 6. 7. Village centre, 
shop & excellent pub/restaurant 
only 300 metres. 

Open afl year «tty A s.’b s 


Withy port, Somerset TA24 7QR 

01643-831302 


LOWER 

CLAVELSHAY 

FARM 

Badgers, buzzards and 
beautiful countryside 
surround our 17th 
century farmhouse on a 
250-acre dairy farm. 
Children welcome - cot. high 
chair and baby simng 
available. Delicious home 
cooking from our own produce 
where possible, generous 
helpings. 



Cla vet shay Farm, North 
Petherton, Bridgwater, 
Somerset TAB 6PJ 
Tel: 01278 662347 


★ ★★ 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ••• Highly Commended 

Corps cfelite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires. Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


For brochure phone/fax 01929 450224 


★ ★★ 


PEACE AND 
TRANQUILLITY 
NEAR EXETER 

Delightful setting for 42ft very 
comfortable 6-berth holiday 
caravan in a private and friendly 
park. Relax and enjoy the 
scenery or choose to stroll along 
the many forest lanes. Very 
reasonable charges. Pets wel- 
come. 15 mins from sea. 
Available from March 99. 

Mr D.L. SALTER 

HALDON LODGE 

Kennford, Near Exeter 

m 01392 832312 


The woodland holiday park 



PARBOLA 

■itb fbt seaside MWf fir sway! 
..by Hie seaside! 

TABLE TENNIS CAWH* 

FOREST NATURE TRAIL gi 
CAMP SHOP A 

LAUNDERETTE «ICT9 

T01ET A SHOWERS 831503 

LUXURY CARAVANS 
LARGE WELL SPACED PITCHES 
FULLY EQUIPPED EUROTENTS 
SWIMMING POOL A SUN PATIO 
POOL TABLES A CRAZY GOLF 
ADVENTURE ZONE 

WHfc special rates fir longer stays 
ari rallies always wilumt ... 
this is flit kalMay far you! 


DEVON 

Threadneedle 

EAST ANSTEY, TIVERTON, 
DEV0NEXI69JH 
Tel: 01 398 341 598 

Spacious en-suite 
accommodation on the edge 
of Exmoor, near Dulveston. 
Delicious home cooking, 
king sized bed, colour TV, 
hospitality trays, 
ample parking. 

Special rates for Easter *99. 
Threadneedle is the ideal 
place to relax, meet 
friends and enjoy Exmoor 
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Oxford 

Diocesan 

PRAYER 

DIARY 

for March 


Edited by Graham Canning 


D ay by day, dear Lord, three things I 
pray: to see you more clearly, to 
love you more dearly, to follow you 
more nearly day by day. 

Let up pray to God our Father for: 

Monday 1st Claydon Deanery. For the set- 
ting up of Emmaus and Alpha groups in 
many of our churches, partly as a response 
to the deanery Festival of Faith last May. 
In this very rural deanery we pray for 
those affected by the situation in farm- 
ing, and for the setting up of a resource 
library to support RE teaching in schools. 
For the Rural Dean - Judy Rees. Synod Lay 
Chairman - John Hooper. 

Tuesday 2nd Archbishop George Carey on 
his visit to the Diocese (2nd-5th March) 
and for those he meets in Oxford, 
Oxfordshire, Slough, Reading, Aylesbury 
and Milton Keynes. 

Wednesday 3rd The Claydons, East 
Claydon, Middle Claydon, Steeple Claydon. 
Clergy - Charles Draper. Reader - Anne 
Black. 

Thursday 4th Ludgershall with Wotton 
Underwood and Ashendon, for the 
Churchwardens during the vacancy. 
Friday 5th Schorne Team Ministry - 
Dunton St Martin, Granborough, 
Hardwick with Weedon, Hoggeston, North 
Marston, Oving with Pitchcott, Quainton, 
Whitchurch with Creslow. Clergy - Tom 
Thorp, Andy Bell, Martin Partridge. Reader 
- Joseph Piper. 

Saturday 6th Those meeting at ‘Drop the 
Debt Rally’ in Windsor - Chairman Bishop 
Richard, William Cash MP. Janet Bush (The 
Times), Adrian Lovett (Jubilee 2000) to 
re-enthuse the campaign to cancel unre- 
payable debt. 

3rd SUNDAY OF LENT 

Sunday 7th Swan Team Ministry - Barton 
Hartshorn, Chetwode, Edgcott, Grendon 


Underwood, Marsh Gibbon, Preston 
Bissett, Twyford. Clergy - David Hiscock 
Elizabeth Mason. Reader - Michael Lambe. 
Monday 8th Waddesdon with Over 
Winchendon and Fleet Marston, Westcott. 
Clergy - Colin Hutchings, Simon 
Dickinson. 

Tuesday 9th Winslow with Great 
Horwood and Addington: clergy -Tony 
Whalley, Tracey Doyle, Judy Rees, Pat 
Howard. Reader -John Dale. 

Wednesday 10th The principals of our 
theological colleges and for the principal 
of the St Albans and Oxford Ministry 
Course. For the college chaplains of our 
universities. 

Thursday 11th Family Life and Marriage 
Education (FLAME). Chairman - Heather 
Llewellyn, Gary Rowlandson. 

Friday 12th Board for Social 
Responsibility. Chairman - Chris Rowland. 
Social responsibility officer - Jo Saunders. 
Saturday 13th Youth Work in our Diocese. 
Diocesan youth advisor - Andrew Gear, 
and for full time youth workers appointed 
to our deaneries. 

4th SUNDAY OF LENT 
MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Sunday 14th For the family of the Church, 

Collect for Mothering Sunday 

G od of compassion, whose son 
Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in 
Nazareth, 

and on the cross drew the whole 
human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your 
presence to bring together and to 
heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity 

and all who mother us: that they may be 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit in their care 
and concern for others. 

Monday 15th Parents and Children 
Together (PACT). Director - Yvette Gayford. 
Senior management team - Nova Owen, 
Andrea Orchard, Carol Lacey-Smith, Liz 
Bailey, Peter Hughes. 

Tuesday 16th Mother’s Union (Christian 


Concern for Families World Wide). 
Diocesan leader - Barbara Teague. 
Secretary - Jennifer Brooker. And for the 



Friday 19th 

JOSEPH OF NAZARETH 

F ather, you entrusted our 
Saviour to the care of St 
Joseph. We pray for all who have 
been entrusted with the respon- 
sibility and welfare of others. 
Guide and strengthen us, that we 
may give ourselves in love and 
service to one another and to 
you. 


deanery leaders and branch leaders in our 
parishes. 

Wednesday 17th Henley Deanery. For the 
deanery pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 
February 2000, that it may be a meeting 
between our people and the people there, 
and with God. For Mary Weller, the dean- 
ery social responsibility officer. 

Give thanks for the work of the lay chair- 
man and secretary Robin Cotton and 
Rosemary Corral and their successors. For 
the Rural Dean - Philip Nixon. 

Thursday 18th Goring with South Stoke. 
Clergy - Philip Nixon, Anne Battershell. 
Friday 19th JOSEPH OF NAZARETH 
Saturday 20th Harpsden cum Bolney. 


Clergy - Peter Fox. 

5th SUNDAY OF LENT 
(PASSI0NTIDE BEGINS) 

Sunday 21st Henley with Remenham. 
Clergy - David Pritchard, John Bone, David 
Bouskill. 

Monday 22nd Henley, Rotherfield Greys 
Holy Trinity. Clergy - Duncan Carter. 
Reader - Trevor Lewis. 

Tuesday 23rd Kidmore End, Sonning 
Common. Clergy - Graham Foulis Brown. 
Wednesday 24th Langtree Team Ministry - 
Checkendon, Stoke Row, Woodcote, 
Ipsden, North Stoke. Clergy - Alan 
Johnson, Nelva Moss. Readers - Tom 
Fookes, Brian Turner. 

Thursday 25th 

The ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

We celebrate that great day of decision: 
Mary’s acceptance of the role that God has 
chosen for her in his plan of redemption. 

J esus Saviour of the world we look 
to you to save and help us. By your 
cross and your life laid down you set 
your people free. Come now and 
dwell with us Lord Christ Jesus: hear 
our prayer and be with us always. 
And when you come in your glory, 
make us to be one with you and to 
share the life of your kingdom. 

Friday 26th Nettlebed with Bix and 
Highmoor, Pishill - for the churchwardens 
during the vacancy. 

Saturday 27th Nuffield. Clergy - John 
Shearer. 

PALM SUNDAY 

Sunday 28th As we enter with Jesus 
into Jerusalem so we come to the begin- 
ning of this Holy Week. 

Monday 29th Rotherfield Peppard, 
Rotherfield Greys St Nicholas. Clergy - Bob 
Butler-Smith 

Tuesday 30th Shiplake with Dunsden, 
Lashbrook Mission Room. Clergy - Martin 
Connop Price. 

Wednesday 31st Whitchurch Hill. Clergy - 
Richard Hughes. 


Correction for February 
February 20 West Slough Team - our 

apologies for omitting the Revds Catherine 
Dyer and Nick Plant and Father Sean Healy. 
.Please pray for them this month! 



MOSAIC n 

2 week course 
Starting May 
For more info . 
Tel 

Ann Gingell on 

01993 
773489 


EMMAUS 

Bible School UK 

90 Different Correspondence Courses 

WOMEN WHO MET THE MASTER 

Mary Mother of Jesus, Mary of Bethany 
and Mary Magdalene 

WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Eve, Rebekah, Esther and many more 
COURSES FOR ALL THE FAMILY 
Further details and free catalogue 

EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL UK 

Carlett Boulevard, Eastham, Wirral L62 8BZ 
Tel: 0151 327 1172 :: Fax 0151 327 1592 

Charity No. 267322 


DEVON 

THE WATERLOO 
HOUSE HOTEL 

Lydiate Lane, Lynton, North Devon EX35 6AJ 

Tel/Fax: 01598 753391 

Delightful Georgian House established 1817 providing 
high standards of comfort, hospitality and cuisine 
including vegatarian. 

2 separate lounges, one for 

non-smokers with log fire. c fc- ) 

Candlelit dinners and bargain jv « { A J| 

breaks all year. |HH 
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HIGHLY 

ACCLAIMED 


NATIONAL 
FRUIT TREE 
SPECIALIST 

Over 250 varieties of apples, many 
on M27 miniature stock. Plenty of 
fan trained trees. Full range of 
Ballerina trees. Family trees - of 
pears, cherry, plum, apples and so 
much more' 

Send NOW far your free specialisi 
98-99 catalogue 

FREE! 

tree on an oroci v «r mu * 

Offer ends February 28. 1999 
contact: DEACONS NURSERY 
GodshUL Isle of Wight, P038 3HW 
tr 01983 840 750 (24 hrs) 

Fax 01983 523 575 


THE CATHOLIC 
STUDY CIRCLE FOR 
ANIMAL WELFARE 

Help us to fight against the abuse of the 
non-human ereation through prayer and 
reading our triannual publication THE 
ARK, interdenominational and with a 
world-wide circulation 

Please send £1 for a copy of THE ARK (p&p inc) 
39 ONSLOW GARDENS, SOI HU I WOODFORD 
LONDON E18 1ND. Telephone (0181) 989 0478 
A CATHOLIC CHARITY TO FIGHT ABUSE OF ANIMALS NO. 291022 




EXFORD 


SOMERSET 

Exmoor House 
Hotel 

Centre of Exmoor, comfortable 
licensed Hotel overlooking 
Village Green. 

Most rooms en-snite with 
colour 7V at id beverage 
making facilities. Home 
cooked food, family 
atmosphere, children and 
pets very uvlcome, excellent 
base for hunting, shoaling, 
fishing, walking. 
CHAPEL STREET, EXFORD 
SOMERSET TA24 7PY 
TE L: 01643 8 31304 

APPAOVED 


SOMERSET 

‘Seacoutvaad *i¥otel 

Church Road, North Hill 
Minehead, Somerset TA24 5SB 
Telephone (01643) 702032 


A delightful sixteen bedroom Edwardian Country 
House Hotel with panoramic views over Minehead, 
Exmoor and the sea. 

Two acres of terraced gardens with heated outdoor 
^ swimming pool and tennis 

RAC 

★ ★ 




court. 


Conservat ion/ Restoration of 
Furniture, Clocks & Objets d'art 


Colin Piper 

CONSERVATION 

• Boulle • Marquetry • Carving • Ormolu • 

• Gilding • Lacquer • Japanning • 

• Turning • Painted Finishes • 

• Marble & Pietre Dure • 

• Veneer Work • Consultancy • 

HIGHFIELD HOUSE, THE GREENS, LEAFIELD 
WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 0X8 5NP 
Telephone 01993 878593 

• 

This workshop/studio is included on the register maintained »y the 

CONSERVATION UNIT Of THE MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES COMMISSION 


CHRISTIANS & COMPUTERS 

£30 • ONLINE Bible Windows CD v8 Study Workshop 
60+ Bibles + Concordance. Lexicons, Dictionary. Commentaries etc. 

£45 - AGES DL Library 6 CD - 400 Christian classics 
Spurgeon. Calvin. History of the Reformation etc., CDs. Free guide. 
Bible loaded PCs - £555+ inc. VAT. Useful Secular Hardware etc. 
TIMPERLEY EVANGELICAL TRUST (reg 273710) 
v/Fax 0161 374 1089; email: tetrcbdglobalnet.co.uk. 

183 Wythenshawe Road, Manchester M23 0AD 
To Promote Bible Study. Charity Reg. No is 273710 





The House by the Lake 

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. Mk 4:1 
The House by the Mountains 

The mountains will bring prosperity to the people, 
the hills the fruit of righteousness. Ps 72:3 



RESIDENTIAL OPEN 

RETREATS 

MAR 

09-12 Encil (Welsh 


26-01 Guest Week 


Retreat) 

AUG 

05-08 1 Am With You 


15-19 Letting God be God 

SEP 

20-24 CARM Painting & 


26-28 Praying wiih Icons 


Prayer 

MAY 

03-06 Contemplative Prayer 


28-30 Friends Retreat 


21-23 1 Am With You 

OCT 

01-03 Care of the Human 

JUN 

03-06 Light Out of 


Soul 


Darkness 


14-16 Cleigy Partners 

JUL 

04-09 Prayer & Nature 


17-20 Light oul of Darkness 


09-1 1 Care of the Wounded 

NOV 

04-06 Cleigy Retreat 


. Healer 

DEC 

03-05 Advent Retreat 


VicaAc contact (Ac TOaocUa Jon CooJuay and Juittci iajoamatioa 

LLANGASTY BEACON POWYS Reg Charity 

TEL; 01874 658328 No 1 060743 




Patchwork and Quilting 
Supplies 

American Cotton Fabric 


from Debbie Mumm , 
William Morris , Concorde , 
Robert Kaufman 


Patterns 
& Books 


Craft 

Buttons 


Wire 

Quilt 

Hangers 


MAIL ORDER: 


Send £5.00 for 80-2" square 
samples and details of 
INCHES TO METRES 
CHALLENGE 2000 


INCHES TO METRES 


Quality Dress and Craft Fabrics 
I Inch's Yard, Market St, Newbury, 
Berks RGI4 5DP 
Tel: 01 635 35047. 

Monday to Saturday 9.30-5.00pm 








NewStart 

Opportunities for Worship 

There has been criticism by some who have 
not fully understood the purpose of the 
Millennium Resolution, that it is not cast as a 
prayer, and that therefore we are missing out 
on an opportunity for worship. However now 
that New Start Worship: Worship Resources for 
the Millennium , Book One (Bible Society for 
New Start 2000, £8, ISBN 0-953-45-5408) has 
been published, many opportunities are obvi- 
ous. Its main contribution is a series of special 
services and prayers for the major festivals of 
1 999, beginning with Mothering Sunday 
through Holy Week and Ascension to Harvest. 
There is something for every church here, 
including a special litany and prayers surround- 
ing the Millennium Resolution and a Millennium 
Hymn directory. Book Two, which comes out 
later this year, includes services for New Year’s 
Eve and New Year's Day and also for the great 
gatherings on Pentecost Sunday 2000. 

Yew Trees 

By now, the 300 churches in the Diocese which 
have ordered yew trees will have received 
details about planting, and a notice for the 
porch from the Conservation Foundation. (If 
not, please contact the Conservation 
Foundation at I Kensington Gore, London 
SW7 2AR immediately). 

Over 6,000 churches nationwide have request- 
ed yew trees, and their distribution and planting 
will be major events in the Millennium celebra- 
tions. Orders are being accepted until March I , 
after which a limited number of'special edition’ 
trees for private planting will be available but 
these will have to be paid for 
Churches will soon be sent details of the ser- 
vice to be held at Dorchester Abbey on 
October 1 0 when David Bellamy and the 
Bishop of Oxford will take part in the distribu- 
tion of the trees. 

Candle safety 

Because of the more expensive candle-holder 
now being provided for the Millennium candles, 
there should be no anxiety about fire risk., as 
they have been designed with the advice of the 
Home Office fire department. It should also be 
said that the packet was never designed to go 
through letter boxes, but to be delivered per- 
sonally where ever possible. It is rather sad that 
some newspapers seem determined to under- 
mine a unique initiative of the churches. 

Derek Palmer, Millennium Co-ordi- 
nator for the Oxford Diocese 
Tel:0 1 295 268201 


APRIL DOOR 

Souvenir Easter issue 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s visit ; 

THE APRIL DOOR IS DELIVERED ON MARCH 26 


GREYCOAT 

PLACEMENTS 
We seek capable 

HOUSEKEEPERS 

for excellent live-in positions. 

Good salaries, perks and happy households 
available in the area and nationally. 
Excellent references essential. 

Please telephone Hannah on 

0171 233 9950 

Greycoat Placements 
FRES Member 


01908 
507517 

STAINED GLASS 

Annette Reed BA (Hons) 

~ New commissions 
~ Construction 
~ Restoration 




DJ 
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Reading resource centre to be 
opened by Archbishop Carey 



From left to right: Chris Ledger, Marilyn Jacques, Richard Cowen, 
Barbara Lee and Gill Webb 


First Steps, offering advice and coun- 
selling, will be officially opened by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury on March 
3 when he visits Reading as part of 
his tour of the Oxford Diocese. This 
remarkable project came about in a 
most unusual way . . . 

St Agnes with St Paul’s in Whitley Wood 
Lane, Reading does not have a large congre- 
gation, and since it is located in one of the 
poorest parts of the town in an urban prior- 
ity area, does not have much money either. 
However, about ten years ago, when a 
group of church members were praying 
together, they had a vision of a building in 
the grounds of St Paul’s. The building was 
to have many rooms and its purpose was to 
reach out into the community to help the 
broken-hearted and the needy. 

The church is now well on its way to realis- 
ing the vision. ‘This is an ecumenical 
project, supported financially and in prayer 
by four local churches,’ explains Christine 
Ledger, a GP counsellor and lay Reader who 
is chairman of the First Steps management 
committee. 

‘The idea is to have a drop-in centre one day 
a week; a part-time community worker two 
and a half days a week giving help with 
form-filling, advocacy, counselling emo- 
tional and psychological problems, and 
there will also be self-help groups for fami- 
lies under stress’. 

The church has offered a voluntary coun- 
selling service for almost 11 years now, but 
recently the work increased so rapidly that 
the need for specialised facilities had 
become urgent. Then quite by chance (or 



Gill Webb, Richard Cowen and Marilyn 
Jacques in conversation 


was it one of 
God’s coinci- 
dences!) the 
daughter of one 
of* the counsel- 
lors noticed a 
tiny advertise 
ment in a local 
newspaper for a 
mobile home 
which was for 
sale for £500. She 
gave the cutting 
to her mother 
who passed it on 
to the church- 
warden, Fred 
Attwood. She had 
no idea that Fred 
would take the 
idea seriously, 
but when 

Howard Marley, the owner of the mobile 
home, heard what the church wanted it for, 
he not only offered it to them free of 
charge but delivered it to St Paul’s as well. 
The vehicle was in need of a lot of attention 
but the church thought it had potential. A 
management committee, which includes 

She saw a huge rainbow over the 
mobile home with God's promise: ‘I am 

the Lord, the God of mankind. Is 
anything too hard for me?’ 

the Priest-in-charge of St Paul’s, the Revd 
Richard Cowen, took on the task of making 
it welcoming and comfortable. 

‘At one time or another many of us felt we 
were wasting our time,’ said Barbara Lee, 
one of the voluntary counsellors. ‘At least 
£15,000 was required to bring the vehicle 
up to the standard required by the local 
planning department - and we had no 
money. But as our faith was depleting, God 
spoke to members of the management com- 
mittee. One saw a huge rainbow over the 
mobile home with God’s promise: ‘I am the 
Lord, the God of mankind. Is anything too 
hard for me?’ Another person was given the 
words from 1 Chronicles 28:20: ‘Do not be 
frightened by the size of the task’. 

Gifts of money and furniture arrived and 
now donations are being urgently sought 
for the annual running costs. For Meg Kirby, 


who gave up her job in the probation service 
last year when she felt God was calling her to 
this work, there are hopes to pay her for two 
and a half days a week as the community 
worker, but Barbara Lee, Gill Webb, June 
Hawkins and Marilyn Jacques (the project’s 
treasurer) are volunteers. 

‘First Steps is an expression of God’s love for 
the community of Whitley, for the disad- 
vantaged and the deprived,’ said Chris 
Ledger. ‘On March 3 George Carey will be 
giving the project his stamp of approval in 
the presence of community leaders, social 
services, the police and local GPs. We know 
the Archbishop has a heart for the under- 
privileged and that he fully supports this 
vision. Please pray that First Steps will 
change lives and glorify God’. 



Meg Kirby and Christine Ledger 

Photographs by Frank Blackwell 
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Anne Read - Mosaic Artist 

Working in Glass, Marble and Stone 
Interior and Exterior Commissioned Work 

Intemal/Extemal Murals - Functional Mosaics for Home 
Gardens - Water Features - Receptions/Board Rooms 
Workshop Tuition 

Enquiries Welcomed 


★★★★★★★ 


Ermasure Ltd 

Acting for certain syndicates at Lloyd's 
PROVIDING SPECIAL INSURANCE 
SCHEMES FOR: 

CHURCH/ PRIVATE SOCIAL CLUBS 
RETAIL (SHOPS) 

COMMERCIAL RISKS 
MEDICAL 
TRAVEL 
HOUSEHOLD 

Please contact Peter Judd for further 
information on: 

Tel: (0171) 481 8844 
Fax:(0171)488 1448 


01296 624918 

01296 625301 FAX 
OTWPESlGN@aol.com 


Why did Jesus Die? 


David Winter’s 


The Son of Man must suffer . . . (Mark 8:31) 

Nobody could possibly describe Jesus as morbid, yet it’s a fact 
that a recurring theme of his teaching, especially from the 
time of his transfiguration onwards, was his own death. He 
clearly saw it as the fulfilment of his destiny, an essential part 
of God’s purpose at work in his life, rather than as a personal 
tragedy. ‘The Son of man must suffer’, true, but there is no 
regret or bitterness in those words. This is how it will be simply 
and uniquely because this is how the Father has willed it. Far 
from being a meaningless act of violence or injustice, carried 
out by mean-minded bigots, it would be the magnificent culmi- 
nation and fulfilment of everything he had been sent into the 
world to do. 

His death, he said, was ‘for the forgiveness of sins’, a truth we 
remember at every eucharist. He would give it as a ‘ransom for 
many’ - not a penalty paid to a tyrant who demanded it, but a 
price he would willingly pay to release the suffering and 
enslaved people of the world from their bondage to sin and 
death. The price of that freedom is high, because sin itself is 
not some minor blemish but a major defilement of the ere 
ation. Indeed, the price is so high that nothing less than the 
death of the Son of God could achieve it, not as an enforced 
demand, but as a gift of grace: to give his life as a ransom for 
many’. That is what we remember over these next few weeks. 
And that is the absolute heart of our faith. 
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Adapted from Message for the Millennium, the BRF Lent book for 
1999. David Winter is a minister in the Hermitage Team in Berkshire. 








British Heartfoundation 


“ What Is Christian Care” 


Despite falling Church attendances 
and the multi-cultural, multi-faith 
society, England is still felt to be a 
Christian country with Christian 
values and ethics. Surveys amongst 
the elderly population show Christian 
beliefs to be as high as 90 % for those 
in residential care as reported by the 
Policy on Ageing. 

both St Luke’s and Trinity Care seek 


speak). Another could be sensitivity 
(in the way we relate, speak to and 
appreciate other people). 

Christian care also recognises that 
there are spiritual needs, both con- 
scious and unconscious, in each 
human being: 

• the need to feel secure and know 
that tomorrow is going to be all 
right. 



Established 1 984 Registered Charity 298739 


Wanta ge 

Counsellim Service 

Trained and experienced counsellors. 

For individuals and couples. 

Special provision for older clients and carers 

Telephone: 01235 769744 

6 Newbury Street, Wantage, 0X12 8BS 


* Active volunteers to join our Oxford Branch 

* We need a few hours of your time 

* Help run fundraising events 

* For further information please contact 

Tel: 01865 240625 

Registered Charity No. 225971 


’Urtnjrtoti lifli Nursing Home 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknleld Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


GREEN PASTURES 

CHRISTIAN NURSING HOME 

BANBURY 

have a vacancy for a 

TEACHER PRACTITIONER 

This is a senior role for a registered nurse, 
with a Christian commitment to work alongside 
the Clinical Nurse Manager, and a very 
supportive team of RGN’s and 
Care Assistants. 

Green Pastures has been established for 
7 years and enjoys a reputation in the 
community as a very caring home, with high 
standards of care. 

If you would like more information about this 
new appointment please contact Mrs Janet 
Brigden at Green Pastures Christian Nursing 
Home, The Hawthorns, Banbury, OX16 9FA 
Telephone No. 01295 279963 


to offer treatment and care based on 
the Christian ideal for people of any 
or no faith. 

So what do we mean by “Christian 
care”? It is more than providing 
pastoral and religious care from local 
Ministers or, in the case of St Luke’s, 
a dedicated Chaplain, through pro- 
viding local services on site or 
facilitating visits to residents’ own 
Churches and visits from residents’ 
ministers. 

Christian care starts from the precept 
that we are all made in the image of 
God. When God created people, he 
created them in his own image with 
attributes and abilities that reflected 
himself. Some of these attributes 
consist of creativity, sensitivity, 
insight, conscience, wisdom and 
agape love. These attributes need to 
be recognised and developed within 
the care setting so that our unique 
natures can be expressed. God 
created each one of us as individuals 
and unique human beings, not clones 
or part of a process to fulfil an end, 
but unique in our needs and abilities. 
Examples could be creativity (the 
need within each one of us to be 
creative, whether this be with our 
hands, in our minds, in the way we 




Brookfield Christian Care 

Home 




Providing Whole Person Care meeting the physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs of the individual. 

Purpose built quality nursing accommodation for frail 
elderly and elderly mentally infirm people. 

TEL: 01865 779888 


Little Bury, off Grenoble 
F 


Oxford 0X4 


• the need to feel loved and valued 
by other human beings. 

• the need to feel I have an important 
part to play in this universe and a 
reason for living. 

These spiritual needs require caring 
for as much as physical ones, 
whether by direct spiritual input, 
counselling or hands-on care. 
Christian care seeks, through its team 
of dedicated trained carers and its 
links with the Church and the 
community, to care for people as 
‘whole people’ (spirit, soul and 
body). 

St Luke’s and Trinity Care, over the 
next few years, are to work together 
to train our staff and hopefully 
Church members that there is a lot 
more to Christian care than running 
Sunday services - it means caring for 
the whole person. 

Dr Mervyn Suffield 
Director of Care 
Trinity Care 

Is your life 
overpowering you? 

Have you feelings of: 

* Depression? 

* Anxiety? 

* Hopelessness? 

Overcome those feelings 
with the help of 
CLIENT CENTRED 
COUNSELLING 
a counsellor will help you support 
your efforts to gain control 

Phone 01494 520723 in confidence 


ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

t - Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

9S£feBDlNGTON Near Banbury 

StZyUSB Oxod 0X17 1SD 

MMWKM Telephone: (01295) 750513 


Christian Au Pairs, Au Pair plus, 
Mothers Help, Nannies and Carers 
are available and wanted for 
Christian families throughout the UK 
and abroad. 

Christian families and staff are 
always in great demand. 

Tel: 0181 471 9596 
Fox: 0181 548 9162 

Email: 

Dove@aupairsandnannies.Freeserve.co.uk 


DOVE AU PAIR & 
NANNY AGENCY 


COVENANT 

TECHNOLOGY 


For all your computing 
needs, call us on 
01293 436708 
We are church 
computing specialists 
Computers, Upgrades, 
Software, Christian 
Software, Components etc. 
Honesty, quality, value, service 



Is Your Club Looking . . . 


. . . for somewhere different to visit 
this summer? Friars Court, a 
privately owned Elizabethan 
farmhouse, is open exclusively to 
pre-hooked groups (max 50 ) and is 
ideal for people who want to: 

* Enjoy traditional homemade meals 

* Wander three acres of moated gardens 

* Visit the Shop & Display Rooms 

* Relax in the spacious Garden Room 

* See working Wind & Solar projects 

* Walk the award winning Nature Trail 


For more details contact: 

Charles Willmer 
Friars Court, Clanfield, 
Oxon OX18 2SU 
TeL 01367 810206 



Also available for parties and receptions 




DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm. Tel: 01793 701313 
514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB) SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 


For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the home 


* WALKING AIDS BATHLIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 
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Development and Training in the 
Diocese of Oxford 

March 12: Binding up the Broken Hearted 
10am-3.30pm at Church House. With Revd Beau 
Stevenson and Revd Joanna Coney. £10. 

March 13: Jesus and the Holy City. 10am-4pm. At 
Wycliffe Hall. Looking at Jesus’ last days in 
Jerusalem. Why did he go? How did the Easter 
events affect Jewish writers? How is the Bible 
used today in modem Jerusalem? £15 inc hot 
lunch, tea, coffee. 

April 20: Not Out of Mind. 10am-4pm At Church 
House. How the Christian church can better pro- 
vide pastoral care and appropriate prayer and 
liturgy for families when a baby dies during 
pregnancy or at or soon after birth. £10. 

April 24: The Formation of the Bible. 10am-4pm 
At WyclifTe Hall. How the Christian Bible was 
formed, looking at the process, other texts and 
canons and versions. With Jeremy Duff, fellow of 
St Cross College and tutor at Wycliffe Hall. Cost 
£15 inc hot lunch, tea and coffee. 

To book , contact Jeni Hobbs at Diocesan Church House 
on 01865 208252. Wycliffe Hall events can also be 
booked On 01865 274200. 
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The Carmelite Priory, Ox 
Retreat Programme 


Ford 


March 1 2-14? 

God. Christ's gift of living water % |g/ 'f 

March 22*25 :§||§Vaiting, listei^g'd^ViAfe 
praying with Jesus our Saviour. 

March 26-28 Do you know what I have 
done for you. A retreat in preparation for 
Easter for young adults (18-30). Fr Ttoaf < % 
Parsons OCD. , ' 4 . 

March 31 - April 4 Celebrating the 

Easter Tridtttus. Ip 


Farmers’ Forum 

IB March, 7.30pm at Bank Farm, Pishill 

To book, contact the Diocesan Rural 
Chaplain, Revd Glyn Evans, at The Rectory, 
Little Compton, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0SE. 
Tel: 012608 6744313. Mobile: 0410 971 776. 
The Chaplain is also available to help parish- 
es think about agricultural issues or to meet 
individual farmers. 


Pilgrim’s Progress 

at Christ Church, Abingdon. 
John Bunyan’s book adapted 
for the stage by Rodney 
Bennett. March 19 at 7.30pm. 
March 20 at 2.30 and 7.30pm. 
March 21 at 6.30pm. Tickets 
£3 (£2 concessions) from 
Modern Music or 
01235 520470. 


T 


Healing and Spirituality in the Celtic 
Christian Tradition 

with 

Michael Mitton 


Lent 99 for churches in Deddington, 
Hempton and the Barfords 

March 4: Drugs. Jo Saunders 

March 11: Marriage and Divorce. Dr Anne 

Borrowdale 

March 18: Euthanasia. Revd Nick Fennemore 
March 25: Race Relations. Beverley Ruddock. 
All at 8pm at SS Peter and Paul, Deddington. 


March 


Exhibition throughout March at St Giles’ Church, Oxford of a 
Crucifixion statue cast in bronze by Doru Imbroane Marculescu. 

Mon-Fri 12-2pm. Tel 01865 372498 

God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world (Gal 6:14). 


Ironstone Lent Group 

Wroxton Village Hall 7.30-9pm. 
March 4: Oxfordshire in the 21st 
century - a green and pleasant 
land? Alan Jones, Cherwell 
District Council. 

March 11: Global security and the 
use of force. Capt Charles Noxon- 
Eckersall RN. 

March 18: Genetics and 
Christianity. Dr Mark Tatchell, 
research biologist. 

March 25: Can you be a Christian 
and a scientist? Dr Harry Salt, 
physicist & theologian. 


retreats £35 per person sharing £45 sin- 
fie room. Details from The Sett 
Secretary, Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill, 
tAtdtm 5H& Tel: 61865 736183. Web 
site: htt p:/^wwv^canEe1ite.org.tdc 
Email: priory@carmelite.org.uk 


The Joint Choral Society of St Helen’s 
School and Abingdon School present 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah. Saturday 13 March 
7.30pm at St Helen’s School, Abingdon. 

Sunday 14 March 6pm at St George’s 
Church, Newbury. Tickets £5/£3 on door 
or tel: 01235 522663 or 01235 520175. 


Conservation Sunday 6 June 

An opportunity for Christians to focus on out relation- 

of the Acorn Cluistbm Healintr Trust shi P with the rest of creation - Helping churches explore 

ot the Acorn Christian Healing i rust the Biblical bas is for environmental stewardship. 

Conservation 
Pack s avail- 
able from: A 
Rocha Trust, 3 
Hooper Street, 

Cambridge, 

CB1 2NZ. Tel: 

01387 710286. 


Saturday March 13 St Matthew’s Parish 
Centre, Grandpont, Oxford 10am-4pm 
£20 includes lunch 

Details OCIC, The Cowley Road Methodist 
Church, Jeune Street, Oxford 0X4 1BN. 
Tel: 01865 790950. 



) Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage 8-12 August ^ 

0 

[ Stations of the Cross at midnight; 80 priests 
doing the conga; 10 pints of custard and an open 


air disco: just some of the attractions at 
Turning the Tide 99 an international ecumenical 

1 

event that last year attracted 700+ young people. 
The campsite is near the Roman Catholic 
National Shrine and events take place at the 
Slipper Chapel, the parish church of St Mary and 
the Shrine of Our Lady. 


To book contact Janet Marshall on 01328 821073. 
Or write to The Priest Administrator, The Shrine 

9 

of Our Lady of Walsingham, The College, 

— * ^ 

Walsingham, Norfolk NR22 6EF. 


Ark-T Centre 

@rk-T 

Gallery 


Open exhibition 
of Religious Art 
29 Feb-27 April at 
the ARK-T Gallery, 
Crowell Rd, 
Oxford. Mon, Tue, 
Fri 12-2pm. Thur 
4-6pm. Sat 10am- 
12pm. Details 
James Grote 
01865 773499 



jubilee 2000 

Drop the Debt Rally 

Saturday 6 March 10am-4pm 
At the Windsor Boys School 
With: the Bishop of Oxford, 
William Cash MP, 

Janet Bush (The Times), 
Adrian Lovett (Jubilee 2000) 
£5 at the door 
Tel: 01753 868559 



Children’s Sports Equipment wanted for Sierra Leone 

Good quality second-hand children’s sports shoes, shorts and shirts; balls for 
football, netball, tennis, volley ball, basket ball, rugby; and tennis racquets 
and table tennis bats are all required for children’s project in Sierra Leone. 
Moussa Conteh has been working in the Oxford Diocese with Christian Aid 
for ten years. As soon as conditions allow, he will be returning to his home in 
Sierra Leone to co-ordinate a new charity called The Programme: Bo 
Koloseum, a sports and games programme to help children and young people 
settle back into normal life. The Bishop of Oxford has donated £1,000 from his 
Outreach Fund towards the project. Please contact one of the following for 
further information: William Jones tel: 01908 315499. Myf Hodkin tel: 01926 
312593. Revd Geoff Lee tel: 01926 624107. Dr Jill Odeku tel: 01908 616850. 



Youth Pilgrimage to Chichester 25-31 July 

The Oxford Diocese Affirming Catholicism Group invites you to ‘get back 
to the roots of faith in Britain’ by joining a youth pilgrimage which will 
walk 15 miles a day to the Shrine of St Richard in Chichester. Cost will be 
about £75 per person including insurance. Open to all church traditions 
and none. The help of ordinands and young clergy will be welcome. 
Details Mike Shearan tel 01865 862748 or Mick Cull-Dodd tel 01865 20498 
Email cull_dodd@www.hotmail.com 

There is also a T-shirt designing competition! Win a £25 Virgin Megastore 
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St Blrinus 
Pilgrimage 
July 1L 1999 
with Bishop 
Kallistos of 
Piokleia 

Details from 
Canon John 

MLJtJ 


Abingdon Christian Training Scheme 

March 10 

Wallingford Lecture ‘Things that go Bump in the 
Night*: The Bishop of Reading on spiritual deliverance. 
March 20 

Story Telling Revd Simon Airey of Bath Abbey will help 
those leading family worship to give meaningful chil- 
dren’s talks. At Trinity Church, Abingdon 10.30am-4pm. 
£3. Take lunch. * 

March 23 

Lenten Quiet Day Spiritual preparation for Easter at St 
Matthew’s Hall, Harwell. 

April 24 

Dance in Worship All ages invited to learn liturgical 
dance at St Mary’s Cholsey. 

Details Becky Fisher, ACTS, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford, Oxon 
0X14 4PE. Tel: 01235 847270/847520. 
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Email cull_dodd@www.hotmail.com 

There is also a T-shirt designing competition! Win a £25 Virgin Megastore 
voucher and see your T-shirt worn by lots of sweaty pilgrims! 


Petails from 
Canon John 
Crowe: 01865 
340007 
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Details Becky Fisher, ACTS, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford, Oxoti 
0X14 4PE. Tel: 01235 847270/847520. 


What’s On is a free service for our readers. If you would like your event included in the next The DoorPost, send details in writing to the address below before the deadline: March 15, 1999 


$ 

Services at Christ Church 

Cathedral 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion, 10am 
Matins and Sermon, 11.15am Sung Eucharist, 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 7.35am Holy 
Communion, 6pm Evensong (Thursdays or 
Major Feast Days 5.35pm Said Evensong and 
6pm Sung Eucharist). 

— 

FEBRUARY 

Fri 26 OXFORD Concert at St Mary Magdalen’s, 
7.45pm. Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir perform 
music for St David’s Day. Tickets £7 (cone £5) 01865 
798600 and at door. Details 01865 510566. 

Fri 27 OXFORD Presentation on the work of Action 
around Bethlehem Children with Disability 2-5pm 
The Garden Room, The Quaker Meeting House, 43 
St Giles. Slides, teas, craftwork, paintings. 
Donations welcome. 

Sat 27 TILEHURST Faure Requiem and other sacred 
music at St Catherine’s 7.30pm. Combined Church 
Choirs and Reading Concert Singers. Tickets £4 
(cone £3.50) on 0118 9425290 or at door. 


MARCH 

Mon 1 READING Guild office of Guild of Servants 
of the Sanctuary, Reading Chapter 8pm at St Mary 
the Virgin. Details David Gillam 0118 959 8102. 
Mon 1 GROVE Start of Cornerstone coffee shop spe- 
cial: Hot cross bun with cup of tea/coffee for 75p. 
Tue 2 LITTLE MISSENDEN St John the Baptist pre- 
sents ‘Claridges in the Country’ with Claire Clark, 
executive pastry chef MOGR in A Dessert and Wine 
Pairing’ 7.30 for 8pm at the Village Hall. Tickets £12 
inc glass wine. Box office 01494 862008. 

Thu 4 READING Churchpeople’s Luncheon Club 
lpm at St Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. £1.50. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 5 March 

Bourne End: Methodist Church, Furlong Rd 10.30am. 
Speaker Mrs Dorothy Stanton. 

Flackwell Heath: Christchurch 8pm. Speaker: The Revd Liz 
Norman. Details 01628 522178. 

Gerrards Cross: St Andrew’s URC 2pm. Speaker Revd Sally 
Davies. Leader Janice Cox. Tea 3pm. 

Oxford: 

Cowley Rose Hill Methodist Church 2.30pm 
Botley/Cumnor SS Peter and Paul 2.30pm 
Headington Quarry Methodist Church 10.30am 
Kennington Church of the Good Shepherd 2.30pm 
Marston St Michael and All Angels 7.30pm 
Blackfriars Roman Catholic Church, St Giles lpm 
St Michael and All Angels, Summertown 1.30pm 
St Matthew Grand Pont 2.30pm 
St Francis, Hollow Way 7.30pm 


‘Egypt on a shoestring’ - Paolo Scremin on his 
work photographing tombs of the ancient 
Egyptians at Saqqara near Cairo. To book: Philip 
Wickens, 467 Basingstoke Rd, RG2 0JG. Tel: 0118 
987 2878. 

Thu 4 ISLIP Bicester and District Ladies Lunch 12- 
2pm at the Old Rectory. Speaker the Revd Stephen 
Bushell, mental health chaplain. Donations 
appreciated. Details Ann Chapman 01869 247813. 

Fri 5 OXFORD Concert at St Mary Magdalen’s, 
7.45pm. Lenten motets by Cathedral Singers of 
Christ Church; organ music by Victorai, Byrd, 
Tallis and Morago. Tickets £7.50 (cone £5) from 
Oxford Playhouse (01865 798600) and at door. 
Details Allam Concert Promotion 01865 510566. 
Email: allam@acprom.demon.co.uk 

Fri 5 READING Free concert at St Mary the Virgin 
12.15pm with Christopher Cipkin. 

Fri 5 CHARLBURY Love at the Gates of Death by 
Theatre Roundabout at St Mary’s Church 8pm. 
Tickets £8.50 from Alan Peebles 01608 676394. 

Sat 6 WANTAGE Acorn Christian Healing Trust: 
Introduction to listening skills 9.45am-4.15pm 
Wantage Methodist Church Hall. £4. Take lunch. 
To book Revd Andrew Hollins 01235 763321. 

Sun 7 OXFORD 10am service St Mary the Virgin. 
Preacher The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Lord Habgood - 
third Bampton lecture: Varieties of Unbelief-expla- 
nation and understanding. 

Mon 8 THE SPRING Guilt - hating the light. Day 
(10am-4pm) with Andrew Walker and Kathleen 
Hopkins. £22. To book contact the Administrator, 
The Spring, The Lodge, Highmoor Hall, Henley-on- 
Thames, RG9 5DH. Tel: 01491 641167. 

Wed 10 READING Choral evensong, Cathedral-style 
prayer book 6.15pm at Minster Church of St Mary 
the Virgin w Reading Minster Midweek Choir. 

Fri 12 OXFORD Concert at St Mary Magdalen’s, 
7.45pm. The Fridewide Ensemble perform Baroque 
music on historical instruments. Tickets £8(conc 
£5) from the Oxford Playhouse (01865 798600) and 
at the door. Details 01865 510566. 

Sat 13 READING Organ recital with Dame Gillian 
Weir at St Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street 
7.30pm. Tickets on the door. Details 0118 9340066. 

Sat 13 OXFORD Jerusalem - City of Jesus. Study day 
at Wycliffe Hall with Dr Peter Walker. 10am-4pm 
Cost £15 inc lunch and coffee. Details and booking 
form: 01865 274200. 

Sat 13 ETON The Messiah with the Orchestra of 
London, conductor Benedict Gunner. 7.30pm at 
Eton College School Hall. Tickets £10/8 from Ann 
Ayres 01753 855173. 

Sun 14 OXFORD 10am service At Oriel College: the 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin Sermon for the 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Preacher 
Margaret Hebblethwaite, asst editor. The Tablet. 

Mon 15 OXFORD Meeting of the Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews 8pm at the Jewish Centre, 
Richmond Rd. Dr Brian Klug will speak on the UK 
census form and the vocabulary of race. Details 
Elaine Kay 01865 553917. 

Tue 16 REMENHAM Open meeting for Kiononia 21 
Pilgrimage 3.30pm. Details 01491 578342. 


Wed 17 OXFORD Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies. Leeds-Oxford Seminars. Dr Sigvard von 
Sicard on Mission and Political Power: UMCA mis- 
sionaries and their relations to Muslims in 
Zanzibar 1864-1885. At SS Philip and James Church, 
Woodstock Rd llam-lpm. Details 01865 556071. 

Fri 19 OXFORD Join in Stainer’s Crucifixion and 
Handel’s Messiah at 6.45 (performance 7.45) at St 
Mary Magdalen’s. Singers £4 - booking essential - 
ring 01865 510566. Audience £6 (cone £5) 01865 
798600. Email: allam@acprom.demon.co.uk 

Fri 19 READING Free concert at St Mary the Virgin 
12.15pm with Jonathan Holl. 

Sat 20 BRACKNELL Making Ministry Happen. 
Bracknell Deanery Day with workshops and wor- 
ship. 9.30am-4pm Ranelagh School. Eucharist led 
by Bishop Dominic. Details: 01344 422628. 

Sat 20 THE SPRING Feminine Paths to God. 10am- 
4pm with psychotherapist Wendy Robinson. £22. 
Tel: 01491 641167. 

Wed 24 READING Choral evensong, Cathedral-style 
prayer book 6.15pm at the Minster Church of St 
Mary the Virgin. Reading Minster Midweek Choir. 

Fri 26 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley) healing service 
with laying on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details 01491 638240. 

Fri 26 READING Free concert at St Mary the Virgin 
12.15pm with Philip Aspden. 

Sat 27 OXFORD Tatiana Grindenko performs 
Messiaen, Brahms, Schubert and Bartok. 7.45pm St 
Mary Magdalen Church. Tickets £8 (cone £5) from 
Oxford Playhouse (01865 798600) and at door. 
Details Allam Concert Promotion 01865 510566. 


Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
with Hedley Feast BBC Thames Valley 
Sundays, 6-9am on 95.2 and I04.IFM 


Sat 27 READING Stainer’s Crucifixion 7.30pm at St 
Giles-in-Reading, Southampton Street. Tickets on 
the door. Details of organ appeal: 0118 9340066. 

Sat 27 OXFORD In Search of God. Day school 
9.45am-5.15pm at Rewley House with the Revd Dr 
Jane Shaw & Revd Giles Fraser. £32.25 with lunch. 
Details: 01865 270380. 

Sat 27 ADDERBURY Banbury Choral Society per- 
form Mendelssohn’s Hymn of Praise 7.30pm at St 
Mary’s. £6.50 (cone £5, children under 12 free) on 
door or from choir members or Ottakars, Banbury. 

Sat 27 OXFORD Earthing our Spirituality. Gerard 
Hughes, 2pm & 7pm Westminster College. Tickets 
£10/ £5. Details Brenda Hoddinott 01865 253590. 

Sat 27 OXFORD Richman/Poorman Lunch Great 
Hall Christ Church in aid of Oxford’s homelessness 
charities. Tickets £10 from Christopher Blount, 4 
King Edward St. tel: 01865 768080. 

Sat 27 OXFORD St Giles Church 7.30pm To The 
Cross: dramatic poems by Michael Justin Davis. 
Details 01865 372498. 

Mon 29 WOODSTOCK Authority: a feminist per- 
spective with Dr Marie-Henry Keane OP (Vicaress- 
General of the Dominican Sisters). 8pm St Mary 


Magdalene. Details Michael Millard 01993 813368. 

Mon 29 - Thu April 1 SWAhlWICK Up to Jerusalem 
Holy Week retreat for those in or approaching 
retirement from ministry, lay or ordained. £140. 
Details Julia Mitton, Anglican Renewal Ministries, 
42 Friar Gate, Derby DEI IDA. Tel: 01332 200175. 


What’s On is a free service. We try to fit in 
as many requests as possible but cannot 
guarantee that your entry will be included 


Tue 30 OXFORD The service of Blessing of Oils and 
Renewal of Vows for clergy takes place at Christ 
Church Cathedral today at 10.30, and not on 
Maundy Thursday as previously. 

Wed 31 LITOEMORE Easter Roadshow with Dr 
Peter Walker, author of -‘The Weekend that 
Changed the World’. 7.30pm in SS Mary and 
Nicholas Church. Part 1: As Jesus walks up to 
Jerusalem: why did he go? what was on his mind? 
Part 2: From Gethsemane to Easter morning. 

Wed 31 TILEHURST St Mary Magdalen 7.30pm 
‘Olivet to Calvary’ Reading Concert Singers and 
comb church choirs. Retiring collection. 


APRIL 

Fri 2 GOOD FRIDAY 

Fri 2 HENLEY ON THAMES Bring it and Sing it 
Messiah at St Mary’s Church. 4pm Rehearsal. 8pm 
Tea and hot cross buns. 7.30pm Performance. 
Conductor Revd David Pritchard. Admission £3. 

Fri 2 READING St Agnes, Lower Whitley 7.30pm. 
‘Olivet to Calvary’ Reading Concert Singers and 
comb church choirs. Retiring collection. 

Mon 12 NEWBURY Guild of Servants of the 
Sanctuary. Chapter of St Laurence-the-Deacon. 
Guild Office St John’s Newbury 8pm. Details David 
Gillman 0118 9598102. 

Tue 13 READING Divorce Recovery Workshop. A 
six-week course dealing with the emotional and 
spiritual trauma of divorce and separation. Tel 
Keith Herrington on 01344 422786 for details. 

Fri 16 READING Free lunchtime concert at St Mary 
the Virgin 12.15pm with Michael Howell. 

Sat 17 - Sun 18 SUTTON COURTENAY Workshop: 
Community Building Experience based in the work 
of Dr M Scott Peck. £120 residential. Details from 
Sharon Usher at The Abbey 01235 848132. 

Sat 17 BENSON Living churchyard and cemetery 
project awards event. Benson Parish Hall 2-4pm. 
Details Emma Broad BBONT 01865 775476. 

Wed 21 COOKHAM DEAN Organ recital St John the 
Baptist 8pm. Dr Roy Massey. £7 01628 529861. 

Wed 21 OXFORD Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies. Dr Deborah Gaitskell: Five female mission 
strategies in Southern Africa 1998-9. llam-lpm. 
Details 01865 556071. 

Fri 23 MILTON KEYNES (village) Puccini and Pizza 
All Saints Church 7.30pm. Songs and music with 
Cheryl Hawkins, soprano and John Byron, piano. 
Followed by an Italian supper with wine. Tickets 


£12.50 from Mike Sanderson Tel: 01908 394423. 

Sat 24 DORCHESTER Using the Bible Today with 
Canons David Winter, Brian Mountford and Trevor 
Williams. 10am-3pm. Tel 01865 760126. 

Sat 24 OXFORD The Formation of the Bible. Study 
day at Wycliffe Hall 10am-4pm with Jeremy Duff. 
Cost £15 inc lunch and coffee. Details and booking 
form" from Wycliffe Hall tel 01865 274200. 

Thu 29 OXFORD Service of Thanksgiving to mark 
5th anniversary of the ordination of women to the 
priesthood 7.30pm Christ Church Cathedral. 
Preacher: Bishop of Oxford. Celebrant: Revd Julia 
Wilkinson. If you would like to sing in the choir at 
this service contact Revd Ann Ballard 01296 668260. 


NOTICES 

YOUTH WORK HELPERS NEEDED IN CALCOT. Fr Alan 
Barnes and the PCC of Calcot Parish Church of St 
Birinus desperately need help with their youth work. 
Volunteers please contact Fr Alan on 0118 9422828. 


Lent talks at St Giles, Oxford, Thursdays at 
12pm (lunch available) for 12.30 talk 

March 4: Christianity and Music: Dr David 
Parrot, Fellow and Precentor, new College 
March 11: Christianity and Poetry. Prof VD 
Cunningham, Fellow Corpus Christi College 
March 18: Icons and Christianity. Canon Hugh 
Wybrew, vicar of St Mary Magdalen 
March 25: Is there a God-shaped hole in the 
middle of modern art? Revd Allan Doig. Fellow 
of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford 
April 1: Aspects of the Passion in Art. The 
Bishop of Oxford. 


Milton Keynes Christian Training 
Lent: the wilderness of modern city life 
March 1 

Introducing the Milton Keynes Christian Council 
Sector Team Partners in Regenerating Older 
Communities. With Stephen Norrish. 

March 8 

2020 Partnership. How those involved in educa- 
tion, industry, social services and the churches 
are working together to eradicate poverty. With 
Murdoch MacKenzie, Ecumenical Moderator. 

March 15 

Staying in the City. The interface between 
church and community. 

March 22 

Time for Reflection. With Paula Collinson, MKCC 
training commission. 

All at the Christ the Vine Community Church, 
Jonathans, Coffee Hall from 7.45-9.45pm. Cost £5 
per session (£2.50 concessions). 

Children's Work Roadshow 
Saturday 6 March I0am-3pm 

A taster day for adults working with children 
aged 6-11. With John Quilter. Cost £10/£5. To 
book contact Barbara Albone, Milton Keynes 
Christian Council, Christian Foundation, The 
Square, Aylesbury Street, Wolverton MK12 5HX. 
Tel: 01908 311310. 
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A fully serviced apartment at Ay nhoe Park 

At Aynhoe Park we have apartments suited to retired professional people. The 
Apartments range in size from small studio rooms to three-roomed apartments. 
All have a private bathroom and utility area. All meals, cleaning, apartment 
maintenance and heating are provided and there is 24 hour cover. 

At the moment we have a selection of vacant apartments. A loan is payable for 
the apartment and a monthly charge covers the services provided. 

If you would like to know more, or view the apartments, 
telephone Tony and Judy Bester on (01869) 810636. 




There can be no greater 
tragedy than to be told that your 
child suffers from a terminal ill- 


ness . 


React helps children in the UK suffering from life-limiting illnesses and their 
families. We provide medical and domestic equipment unavailable fiom any 
other source, holidays, home nursing care and sometimes, sadly, 
funeral expenses. 

React funds a full-time community nurse who supports gravely ill children 
in Oxfordshire. 

Please remember a terminally ill child in your region this Christmas 
by sending a donation to: 

Rev. Christopher Pulford, Development Director, React, 

St. Luke’s House, 270 Sandycombe Road, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 3NP. Tel. 0181 940 2575. 

Research Education and Aid for Children with potentially Terminal illness. 
Registered Charity No. 802440. 


WORRIED ABOUT 
FUNERAL COSTS? 


Many people prefer to pay now for the guaranteed 
service of their choice. 

You money is secured in an independent trust fund. 

HERITAGE & SONS 

109 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
BUCKS, HP1 1 2DN TEL 01494 525315 
Prices from £1,060 including disbursements 


PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS • NO VISIT NECESSARY 
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HEALING AND THERAPY CENTRE 

SCOTLAND'S OWN HEALING AND THERAPY 
CENTRE IS NOW ONLY 40 MILES FROM 
INVERNESS AND 7 MILES FROM LOCH NESS IN 
THE BEAUTIFUL SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS. 

We have moved from Loch Tummel after 1 1 years in 
Perthshire and have re-opened at Invergarry (40 miles South 
of Inverness) 

Accommodation at very reasonable rates and special 3-day 
breaks (from £65) for those wanting to get away from 
home/work stress, into loving environment at the centre. 
Beautiful location 7 miles from Loch Ness and on main route 
to the Isle of Skye. 

We are open March to November. 

Please write/ring for our new brochure. Large SAE please. 

Morning Light Healing and Therapy Retreat 
Invergarry, Inverness-Shire Tel: (01809) 501282 


STOP PRESS:- Do you have a genuine calling to help others in 
emotional/ spiritual need? If you want to make a REAL difference to the 
lives of hurt people ring Clive at above telephone number. 
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Mutual Aid Homes 


CALLING ALL 


Our Mutual Aid Homes are 
now able to offer long and 
short term residential or 
respite care to licensed or 
accredited lay preachers of all 
Christian denominations, and 
their spouses or dependants. 
We have homes in delightful 
surroundings at Grange-over- 
Sands, Minehead, Westcliff-on- 
Sea, Woodhall Spa and 
Rickmansworth, and we are 
committed to maintaining a 
Christian community 
atmosphere. 

Our quality of care is highly 
acclaimed and our charges 
compare favourably with any 
other home in the private 
sector. 

Further information may be 
obtained from: 

Godfrey Talford 
Methodist Local Preachers 
Mutual Aid Association 
Head Office: 

Chorleywood Close, 
Ricknnansworth, Herts 
WD3 4EG 

Telephone No: (01923) 775856 


STRESSED? 

DEPRESSED? IN PAIN? 

Try complementary medicine, within a Christian 
context, with Mrs M.F. Bewley, fully registered 
and qualified in • aromatherapy • reflexology 
• remedial massage 

• Dr Vodder manual lymphatic drainage (MLD) 
Her work has been blessed by Lord coggan 
Contact: Mrs M.F. Bewley 
Home: 01235 555932 
Delawarr Clinic 01865 200365 


ADULT PLACEMENT 
SCHEME 

FOR ADULTS WHO WOULD 
LIKE TO BE IN A HOME - 
YOURS 

Spring into action with a new 
opportunity working in your own 
home and sharing some time with 
an adult who needs care and 
support. 

The Adult Placement Scheme 
offers a minimum of £220 per 
week/pro rata with training and 
on-going support in return for 
day, overnight or longer term care. 

For details, contact: 

01865 375515 
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ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 




UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



^ For a helping hand 

% 01494 678503 

"'Chester Houie, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfteld. Buds HF9 21] 




FreelancTnouse 


a DOVE CARE nursing and residential home 

Set in extensive lawns and gardens, Freeland House provides 
high quality nursing care in elegant surroundings 

NOW OPEN 

A magnificent new extension offering spacious single en-suite bed- 
rooms, all with garden views and furnished to a high standard. 
The elegant original house has several sitting and dining rooms and a 
programme of recreational activities is available for those clients who 
wish to join in. 

If you would like more information contact 

Matron, Freeland House Nursing and Residential Home, 
Wrosyln Road, Freeland, Nr. Witney, Oxon OX8 8AH 

Tel. 01993 881258 

Alternatively, please call in when you are passing. 


ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 
Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 
Economy dentures for senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 



A new concept in care for the elderly 

Positioned in the heart of the Cotswolds near Burford and a 
regional winner of the Housing Design Award, this beautiful 
Grade II* listed Residential & Nursing home provides the 

location for 16 luxurious apartments 
and four new stone cottages which 
have been designed specifically for 
those seeking choice independence 
and long term security during 
retirement. 

The complex incorporates, 24 hour 
Residential and Nursing care, and 
Prebendal Court, collectively known 
as Graduated Care. They combine 
superbly in an idyllic and tranquil 
riverside setting, with a congenial 
relaxing atmosphere, lounges, 
library, licensed bar, fine cuisine and 

superb leisure facilities. 

For further information 
and brochure on any 
aspect of this unique 
facility, whether to 
purchase an 

apartment/cottage, take a 
residential suite within the 
home or receive full nursing care. 

Please contact Shirley Lefort 

The Old Prebendal House - 01993 831888 
Prebendal Court - 01993 832600 
Shipton-under-Wychwood 
Oxford 0X7 6BQ 













